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ABSTRACT 


THE EFFECTS ON MEMBERS WHO HAVE BEEN DISFELLOWSHIPPED 
FROM REGIONAL SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCHES 
FOR COMMITTING OPEN SINS 


by 
Donald Warren Monroe Jr. 
United Theological Seminary, 2020 


Mentors 


Sharon Ellis Davis, PhD, DMin 
Thomas L. Francis, DMin 


My context, the Seventh-day Adventist Church, have rules where leaders can 
disfellowshipped members for committing open sins which causes physical and 
emotional harm. My hypothesis was, by providing a safe space where disfellowshipped 
persons could share their stories, then they will feel heard and cared for. This project 
gathered members for a one-day event where they shared their stories and express their 
deepest feelings. After the ministry project, they stated it was the first time they shared 
their stories and were grateful for the presences of others and affirmations they received. 


The ministry project was a tremendous success. 
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Never, never be afraid to do what’s right, especially if the well-being of a person 
or animal is at stake. Society’s punishments are small compared to the wounds we 
inflict on our soul when we look the other way. 


—Martin Luther King Jr. 
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INTRODUCTION 


From the inception of the church, it has been Satan's desire to destroy God's 
Church and, in the process, destroy humankind who need God’s Church. 
Disfellowshipping members for committing open sin is an attack on that person’s self- 
worth and an avenue for Satan to cause doubt in them about God. Doubt, in an already 
broken sinner, adds further brokenness beyond the guilt of committing and open sin. The 
actions of disfellowshipping members from the Seventh-day Adventist Church is not an 
action policy of love. It is a part of the history and tradition of the church. 
Disfellowshipping a member form the church does not cause them to love the church or 
feel close to the church and God. Disfellowshipping a member for committing an open 
sin is not a statement of remorse by that member or that they have been forgiven of their 
sin. Disfellowshipping a member is a self-serving act by the church and church leaders. 

Throughout the history of the church humankind has used God's Church to 
promote their own religious ideologies and personal agenda which do not align with 
God’s purpose for the church. God's church is represented by many different 
denominations with a vast number of doctrines, but every Church should be the one place 
sinners can come and find refuge for their souls and receive the loving grace and mercy 
of Jesus Christ. The research that the research is being conducted on is the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, which Iam a member. The Seventh-day Adventist Church has a rich 
history and has done an amazing amount of good for the cause of God, but it promotes 
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the doctrine of disfellowshipping members who engage in open sin. All sin is open sin in 
the face of God, but God is faithful and forgives humankind of their sins. Every human 
has fallen into sin but that it is not an indication that they do not believe in God. It is an 
indication that they need God, and they need the fellowship and worship of the Church of 
God which can sustain and renew the right spirit in those who commit open sins. 
Disfellowshipping members for committing open sins is contrary to the purpose for 
which God designed the church. 

It is through the forgiving nature of God and the divine influence of the Holy 
Spirit that sets sinners free to live a new life as Christ as his beloved children. God 
without fail is always working to draw sinful man to him and the church should be the 
one place where this can take place without question and without judgment. 
Disfellowshipping members from the church can be detrimental to the person being 
disfellowshipped and to the church. Disfellowshipping someone interrupts the divine 
earthly work that God has commissioned his earthly servants to do. Disfellowshipping 
members for committing open sin inhibits the work of the Holy Spirit which is to draw all 
to Christ. The work of Holy Spirit which may seem very complex but there is simplistic 
beauty in the work of the Holy Spirit, which harmonized humankind with God, the 
Father, and God, the Son, to secure salvation. 

My ministry context was the Regional Conferences (Black Conferences) of 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, (SDA Church), where I serve as one of its ordained 
clergy and provide leadership in several of its churches. As standard practice of the 
Adventist Church, since its inception, the practice of disfellowshipping members of local 


churches for committing "Open Sins" has been a standard practice. The term open sins, 


include, "Sins Against Humanity, Sins Against God, Sins of the Flesh and Sins Against 
the Church.” The word open sin indicates that someone was caught committing a 
particular sin that fall under each category. The process always leads to being 
disfellowshipped, which means you are no longer a member of the church but are 
welcome to attend as a non-member until such time you are designated to return and go 
through the process of reinstatement, which includes being re-baptized. 

Disfellowshipping members does more harm than good to its members and does 
not bring them closer to the church. It can result in feelings of being isolated and judged 
leading to both mental and physical harm and pain. After my own painful experience 
with being disfellowshipped, within the SDA Church, my project focuses on addressing 
the shame and pain and seeks to empower healing and a system wide change in this 
practice. The term open sin indicates that someone was, in some perspective, caught 
committing an open sin. Each local church is responsible to set up their own system to 
respond to these sins but generally it is handled by the pastor, pastoral staff, and the 
church board. The board consist of pastors, lay leaders who head various ministries of the 
church and other members chosen from the congregation-at-large. The board brings the 
charges to the member and the process is adjudicated by the board which usually ends in 
being disfellowshipped. The process developed is based on Matthew 18: 15-18, which 
describes the process of bringing charges against someone. 

When members, (active or non-active in the church), as well as lay-leaders and 
pastoral leadership are disfellowshipped, they can come to church but are removed from 
any leadership of the church and cannot hold any office of the church. They are not 


allowed to preach or teach in any capacity of the church. The board determines how long 
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a person will be disfellowshipped. After a member has been disfellowshipped, the church 


has a censored process that last from the time they are disfellowshipped to the time they 
have full standing again which includes the necessity to be re-baptized through a process 
of repentance. 

Before I came to the ministry, and while in college I committed an open sin and 
as a result was disfellowshipped from Oakwood College SDA Church. I met before the 
board because of open sin and was disfellowshipped. I eventually became an ordained 
elder in the SDA Church. Yet, I continued to have memories of the pain this process 
caused me. I felt humiliated and dehumanized by the way I was treated through the 
process. I was shunned by some of the church leaders and judged harshly throughout the 
period I was disfellowshipped. Members watched everything I did. This process lasted 
about seven months. I had to be re-baptized. This was even more embarrassing and 
difficult for me and hardened me toward the pastoral staff and church board in charge of 
this process who I deemed judgmental, hypocritical, and self righteous. 

This ministry project was a small step in addressing many of these issues. 
Disfellowshipping members does more harm than good to its members and it does not 
bring them closer to the church. It can cause damage both physically and mentally. In the 
interim, those who have been disfellowshipped have no avenue for recourse and are 
basically left feeling, shut out, isolated even within the church until such time as they 
return after being re-baptized. This ministry project brought people together who had 
firsthand experience in being disfellowshipped and offered them both voice, support, 


encouragement and empower to move toward justice. 
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My hypothesis was, if by providing a safe space where formally disfellowshipped 


persons can safely gather to share their emotional, spiritual, and other impacts 
experienced through this process and engage in a letter writing campaign to the 
denomination expressing the various impacts of being disfellowshipped and hope for an 
expectation of change, then they will feel heard and affirmed, continue the healing 
process and be empowered to become future agents of the church and denomination to 
inspire and advocate toward change. The measurements to prove my hypothesis was 
through qualitative analysis including pre and post-surveys, observations, and 
confidential Interviews. 

In chapter one, ministry focus, readers will hear and learn, what my mentor 
always described as the moral imperative to address the injury, both psychologically and 
physically, being judged and the impact of not having a voice within that judgment. 
Readers will see why it was important to bring about this project to begin a journey 
toward healing as well as being motivated to do works of justice through advocating in 
writing to the leaders the necessity for change within decades old policy. 

In chapter two, biblical foundation focused on the grace of God and God’s love 
for all regardless of the judgment of people and how God desires love as the foundation 
for all we do as well as say. I also desired to enforce that when the church is fully 
functioning, it exudes the presence, power, and purpose of Jesus Christ 

In chapter three, historical foundation, the reader will see how the decades old 
policy of disfellowshipping members is antiquated and needs both reflection and re- 
evaluation toward adjusting and even more eliminating this unhealthy and damaging 


procedure which have harmed far too many. 
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In chapter four, you will learn about forgiveness. Jesus has already paid the price 
for everyone's sin and how God is faithful to forgive them. If someone commits an open 
sin and ask God for forgiveness and the church knows they have asked God for 
forgiveness, and even if they have not asked God for forgiveness and the church 
disfellowships them that is a church action which does not reflect the loving, forgiving 
nature of God. 

In chapter five, theoretical foundations, the readers will understand more 
effectively the psychological and personal harm that is done through the process of 
disfellowshipping members and how it can damage people in mind, body, and spirit. 

Finally, chapter six pulls all of the chapters together into a ministry project of 
healing and providing safe space for others to share their story. You will see how all the 
learning came together in ways that proved my hypothesis as well as my own learning, 


growth, and recommendations. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


Introduction 

Before sin Adam and Eve worshipped God face to face in the Garden of Eden. 
After Adam and Eve were deceived by Satan that forfeited the face-to-face 
communication between them and God. God re-established that Holy communication 
with humankind by instituting his church. God's Church was designed to be an institution 
of hope and compassion for fallen sinful humankind. The church was established also to 
be an institution where humankind could worship God and praise him and worship 
together and give each other encouragement and build each other up for the cause of the 
kingdom of God. The church is God's earthly headquarters where pastors church leaders 
and members are commissioned to share His of love and bring hope to the hopeless and 
show his grace and mercy to those who have fallen into sin and show them and teach 
them about the loving character of the one who offers them salvation. 

Since God allowed sinful humans to run his church, it has become tainted with the 
bias ideas of sinful humankind. Humankinds mission for the church do not always align 
with God's purpose for his church. Throughout the history of the church humankind has 
used God's Church to promote their own religious ideologies and personal agenda which 
do not align with God’s purpose for the church. One of the major purposes of God’s 
church is to be a house of worship and an instrument that receives sinners and transform 
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the lives of sinners. God's church is represented by many different denominations with a 
vast number of doctrines, but every Church should be the one place we're sinners can 
come and find refuge for their souls and receive the loving grace and mercy of Jesus 
Christ. The church context is a Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) Church of which Iam a 
member. 

The SDA Church has a rich history and has done an amazing amount of good for 
the cause of God, but it promotes a doctrine of disfellowshipping members who engage 
an open sin. All sin is open sin in the face of God, but God is faithful in forgiving 
humankind of their sins. Every human has fallen into sin but that is not an indication that 
they do not believe in God. It is an indication that they need God, and they need the 
fellowship and worship of the Church of God which can sustain and renew the right spirit 
in those who commit open sins. 

God without fail is always working to draw sinful man to him and the church 
should be the one place where this can take place without question and without judgment. 
Disfellowshipping members for committing open sin does not secure their salvation but it 
causes them doubt, frustration, guilt, and anxiety and a sense of loss. The character of the 
church should be influenced by and reflect the character of the Holy Spirit by helping 
broken people due to sin in their lives and help eliminate sin from their lives and heal 
them spiritually, so they totally surrender to Jesus Christ. 

Every human being has immeasurable value to God that is one reason why he 
established his church but because man has integrated his ideas and his personal values 
into the working structure of the church it falls short its divine mission. 


Disfellowshipping members from the SDA Church for committing open sin is a fruitless 
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act because it has no bearings on how God judges the one being disfellowshipped. It has 
nothing to do with what is written in the Lamb's Book of Life about the one being 


disfellowship. The salvation of every soul is judged by God and God only. 


Context 

Every church should be a safe haven, a place for spiritual healing, and building 
one's relationship with their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Though Jesus Christ is Master 
and Lord of His church, He has assigned His anointed with the sacred holy 
responsibilities of leading the church and representing Him in pastoral and leadership 
positions. The mission of every church through the leadership of the pastor should be to 
reflect the character of Jesus Christ through preaching and teaching the eternal gospel of 
Jesus Christ along with showing compassion, grace, and, mercy to its members and all 
humankind as Jesus did in His earthly ministry. 

Every strategy of imparting God's grace to parishioners by pastors and ministers 
starts with God. One of the most effective ways for pastors to impart grace is through the 
ministries of the church. God’s church is the agency of grace carried out by the pastor 
through the urging of the Holy Spirit. The church of the living God is a holy bank filled 
with grace; and the pastor is the bank manager. It is the pastor’s job to allow parishioners 
to freely make withdrawal of grace at any time; because it is their job to represent God. 
He is always available; therefore, God’s bank of grace is always open. 

Pastoral care is a very unique and exclusive part of ministry which should always 
reflect the character of God as the word of God reveals God’s character. God’s character 


expresses infinite love and pity for sinful humankind. The glory that God revealed to 
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Moses is the same glory that God reveals to all humankind which He expresses through 
abundant, love, longsuffering spirit, mercy and grace. 

Most often churches will reflect the personality and character of their pastor. 
"When the church is fully functioning, it exudes the presence, power, and purpose of 
Jesus Christ."! The church is an institution that functions as a community which has 
specific strategies to achieve its mission which is led by the pastor. The primary mission 
of a pastor is to minister to parishioners by following Jesus' example. In ministering, 
pastors must build meaningful relationships with their parishioners giving each one the 
sense of belonging, which should be the central theme of a pastor’s ministry, being a part 
of the body of Christ, the "church." The church is God’s ordained agency through which 
all can receive the grace of God. Pastors are to continually minister to their parishioners 
showing them the love of Jesus Christ and that they belong to Him. This sense of 
belonging that parishioners experience is achieved through the blessings received from 
the pastor's interaction and ministry to them. This provides a Christ-centered environment 
where each parishioner can come to know Jesus better and build a deeper relationship 
with Him and as result receive His grace and mercy. 

Grace is an attribute of God shown to undeserving human beings. We did not seek 
after it, but it was sent in search of us. God delights in bestowing His grace upon 
everyone. God blesses all with His mercy, not because we are worthy, but because of His 
love for us (Jn. 3:16 — 17) qualifies us and assures us of His grace and mercy. Pastors and 


churches are God’s earthly ordained agents of His grace and mercy. 


' Randy Frazee, The Connecting Church: Beyond Small Groups To Authentic Community (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001), 22. 
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There is the belief that those who become ministers are called to the ministry or to 
become pastors is due to the urging of the Holy Spirit. My calling to the ministry was 
based on God revealing a spiritual need to me in the Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) 
Church which, I believes, it falls short in imparting grace and mercy to its members. 

During my four years in high school, and my first two years of college, before I 
dropped out and got married because my girlfriend and I made a life-changing mistake 
and conceived a child. My life was locked into the SDA religious community as a 
member of the SDA church and being educated in SDA institutions. I was raised SDA. 
Both of my parents were SDA. I attended Adventist schools because my parents believed 
in the SDA education system (though they strongly supported public education). One of 
the most complex issues I found with the "Black SDA Church" and its education system 
is its lack of grace and mercy that God so freely gives. In some of the other SDA systems 
such as their health systems, hospitals, medical missionary programs, relief programs 
such as Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), feeding the hungry and 
providing shelter for those in third world countries, the SDA Church is very gracious and 
merciful. The character of the church and the education system in the "Black SDA 
Church" in America has fallen short in imparting grace and mercy to it members. 

The spiritual personality of the Black SDA Church is ridged in rules and 
regulations and adhere to the doctrine of the church in many ways without grace and 
mercy. This spiritual imbalance came from the leadership of the Black SDA church 
which was and is the ministers and pastors. This type of spiritual imbalance does not 


reflect the character of Jesus Christ nor is it found in the teaching of Jesus Christ. 
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The Black SDA Church has a unique and interesting history. The Black SDA 


Church is a part of three Christian communities, the Protestant Christian community, the 
SDA World Church, and the Regional Conferences of SDA Church, which is the Black 
SDA Conferences. There are nine conferences located in North America (Allegheny East, 
Allegheny West, Central States, Lake Region, Northeastern, South Atlantic, South 
Central, Southeastern, and Southwestern). The Black SDA Church the (Regional 
Conferences of SDA) came about as a result of segregation in America which influenced 
the segregation of the SDA Church in North America. 

The inception of the Black SDA Church was in the southern states with the 
Magazine Street SDA Church in Louisville, Kentucky being the first established Black 
SDA Church. From day one, at the inception of Black SDA Churches black, pastors had 
to deal with racial opposition against them in America and in Adventism. Ellen G. White 
the founder of Seventh-Day Adventist Church wrote a letter to the General Conference of 
SDA in which she said. “There has been much perplexity as to how our laborers in the 
south shall deal with the "color line." It has been a question to somehow far to concede to 
the prevailing prejudice against the color people."” 

Black SDA pastors rose above the daily challenges of dealing with racism in the 
church and in the country. God must have had a great deal of faith in the ability, wisdom, 
and patience of the black SDA pastors. This was a sacred call to duty. The SDA church 
did not create segregation and racism, but they did accept it as life in the south and in the 


SDA Church. The SDA Church took the position that racial segregation in the Adventist 


Ellen G. White, The Southern Work (Washington, DC: Review and Herald, 1966), 9. 
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Church was initiated and perpetuated first by expediency, and then by choice. Black SDA 


pastors work from a spiritual influence that says; "We want to see people come to Jesus. 
We want to see people in heaven with God forever. We want to see people become 
devoted followers of Jesus Christ.” 

Black SDA pastors had and have a deep desire to see people come to Jesus. 
“Christ was ministering to the poor, the suffering, and the afflicted. These had cried in 
their anguish because they could not find relief from their affliction and their sin. They 
had heard of this man Jesus they had heard a rumor concerning His compassion and 
love.”* 

Every person battle with sin and it is the work of ministers and pastors through 
the Holy Spirit to help people deal with sin and bring them to Jesus Christ. The SDA 
Church did not fully exercise Christ-like love for its black "Brothers and Sisters" like 
Jesus did for all humanity. 

At its inception, the SDA Church was built on very strict legalistic religious 
conservative principles. Though the SDA church in some ways taught the compassion of 
Jesus Christ, it had an unwavering mission to be perfect, appear perfect, and demand that 
their members live a perfect life. Living a sinless perfect life was of most importance in 
the SDA Church, as a result, the church promoted perfection from its members at all cost. 
The de facto mission of the SDA Church was and still is in some ways. Each baptized 


member must live a life of perfection in the eyesight of God and the church and anything 


3 Rick Richardson, Evangelism Outside the Box: New Ways to Help People Experience the Good 
News (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 17. 


4 Ellen G. White, Pastoral Ministry (Silver Spring, MD: Ministerial Association General 
Conference of Seventh-Day Adventist, 1995), 141. 
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outside of spiritual perfection will not be tolerated. “The mission of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church is to call all people to become disciples of Jesus Christ, to proclaim the 
everlasting gospel embraced by the three angels’ messages (Rev. 14:6-12), and to 
prepare the world for Christ’s soon return.”° This is a compelling mission statement but it 
is absent of the reason why Jesus Christ chose to be born of a woman and live as a human 
on this earth, in order to preach and teach the gospel and die a sinner’s death of 
crucifixion for the sins of all humanity. The reason for Jesus Christ sacrifice is His 
undying love and compassion and His grace and mercy for those He created in His own 
image. The SDA Church did and, in some ways, still reflects what is absent in its mission 
statement, love for humankind, no matter what. 

Though the Black SDA Church is segregated from the White SDA Church, it 
embraced its strict conservative religious legalistic ideology. Not only did the Black SDA 
Church embrace the strict conservative religious legalistic ideology of the White SDA 
Church, it also embraced the extremely conservative Eurocentric worship style of the 
White SDA Church. The early Black SDA pastors and churches believed that anything 
outside the Eurocentric worship style "liturgy" especially music was a sin in the presence 
of God. In the early Black SDA Church preaching was the only part of the worship 
experience that reflected the black race and spoke to the struggles of the black race. A 
few years after the Black SDA Church was established, Negro Spirituals were permitted 


to be sung in the worship service. As time passed and the Black SDA Church grew, small 


> “Mission Statement of the Seventh-day Adventist Church,” Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
accessed July 18, 2018, https://www.adventist.org/en/information/officialstatements/statements/article/go/- 
/mission-statement-of-the-seventh-day-adventist-church/. 
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numbers of pastors and member began to rebel against the strict legalistic ideology and 
conservative Eurocentric worship style and many of them were met with criticism and 
some even censored by conference officials and some disfellowshipped by the church 
and or conference officials. 

Children and babies of the Civil Rights Movement, especially those born between 
the years of 1955 to 1965, once in their late teens and young adults begin to strongly 
rebel against the strict legalistic religious ideology and Eurocentric worship style. This 
rebellion was promoted by parishioners, pastors, and some conference officials. As 
expected, they were met with great opposition. The issues of rebellion by black members 
in the SDA Church in the seventies, eighties, and nineties and into the twenty-first 
century was never on the issue of biblical doctrine but on issues of non-salvific rules and 
regulations and the church trying to control its members and the treatment of members 
when they committed open sins. Open sins were severely dwelt with, in the Black SDA 
Church. Sins like unwed pregnancy, known adultery and fornication, carousing, partying, 
drug use, homosexual lifestyle or any open sin that would embarrass the church or taint 
the appearance that the church and its members are perfect and sinless. 

The Black SDA Church was very intolerable and, in many ways, heartless in 
dealing with its members who committed open sins. The standard policy when a member 
committed an open sin was the church board would take action on that member's name 
and then the church would disfellowship that member. After that member was 
disfellowship they were told that they had to go through a stepwise protocol to be 
reinstated as a member. That reinstatement process was and is in most SDA Churches, 


consist of no participation in any church services. If that member holds a church office, 
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they are removed from that office (they are sat down). There is a mandatory Bible studies 
process for most members who commit open sins. After the infraction, there is an 
unspecified appropriate period of silence for the member "sinner" and once that is 
successfully completed there is a mandatory re-baptism. 

After the re-baptism, they are then censored for a second unspecified appropriate 
period of time to safe gate the church from that person slipping back into sin. After 
successfully completing the censor period, the church board will then meet to determine 
whether that person is ready and sanitized enough to resume participating in church 
services and activities. The SDA Church has coined this process "disfellowshipping them 
and bring them back in love." Many black members who have “fallen from grace” have 
willing gone through this process which is not biblical or Christ-like. However, there are 
a great number of black members, especially those who were born between 1955 to 1960, 
who were disfellowship and felt publically embarrassed and humiliated and refused to go 
through the reinstatement process and totally left the church and have not and will not 
return. The primary reasons these disfellowshipped members refused to go through the 
reinstatement process is because they felt it did not reflect the character of Jesus Christ; 
and they also felt the church turned their back on them at a time when they needed their 
church to show love, compassion, grace, and mercy, of Jesus Christ. 

There are also large numbers of members who have left the Black SDA church, 
especially those who were born between 1955 to 1960, because they were forbidden to 
worship in an afro-centric context. Additionally, because they refused to accept the 
manner in which some people/members were treated and the non-biblical rules and 


regulations design to control members. 
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The Black SDA Church has drastically changed and become more tolerant in the 


twenty-first century with churches that cover a wide spectrum of worship styles. From 
very conservative with a Eurocentric worship style to moderate worships styles and more 
liberal Afro-centric worship style. Unfortunately, the damage done by the early Black 
SDA Church is felt and visible because of the number of missing members between the 
ages of fifty-five to sixty-five. Not only are these former members missing but the next 
generation of many of these members are missing also. 

It is indeed necessary and important that every church have rules and regulations 
to operate successfully and have biblical standards. However, if those rules and 
regulation and biblical standards of the church are absent of the compassion, love, grace, 
and, mercy of Jesus Christ than it is just a religious organization or institution absent of 
the salvation that we can receive free through the sacrifice on Calvary’s cross by our 


Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 


Journey 

As [have stated there is the belief that those who become ministers are called to 
the ministry or to become pastors is due to the urging of the Holy Spirit. My calling to the 
ministry was based on God revealing a spiritual need to me in the SDA Church which I 
believe falls short in imparting grace and mercy to its members in many situations. 
Pastoral care of parishioners can be incredibly challenging and, at times, overwhelming. 
It is a blessing to parishioners and the pastors; and it is kingdom building. When Pastoral 
care is done with a Christ-centered approach on intimate personal level pastors can guide 


their parishioners through their troubles, problems, depression, unhappiness, loneliness, 
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and failures to a state of healing and success. "Pastoral care is that activity, undertaken 
especially by representative Christian person, directed towards the elimination and relief 
of sin and sorrow and the presentation of all people perfect in Christ to God."° 

Along with meeting people where they are, pastors must adapt sensitive methods 
of communication and that communication must always be immersed in love and 
patience. True pastoral care is based on love and compassion. Without love, and 
compassion in pastoral care it is useless. Pastoral care of parishioners should be done 
prayerfully asking God for wisdom and keen awareness so that when their parishioners 
are having catastrophic situations in their lives and things are going downhill and 
dreadfully wrong they will be most effective in ministering to them with loving patience 
and compassion as God does, which reflects grace and mercy of Gods eternal nature. 
Christ-centered pastoral care is an expression of true love to their parishioners and can 
help prevent catastrophic outcomes and help in the healing process when there is a 
catastrophic outcome in parishioner’s lives. Also, Christ-centered pastoral care can help 
parishioners move in positive directions in their lives moving beyond their problems and 
as a result helping them improve their overall quality of life. True pastoral care towards 
parishioners is an act of grace through being genuine, listening, respecting, and having 
empathy. It is through the grace of God that pastors are able to develop the human 
capacity to minister to their parishioners in such a way that they can feel the grace of God 
rest on them in every situation, no matter what. 

God's grace is a gift that pastors are to impart to their parishioners and they should 
teach their parishioners how to impart God's grace to others through disciplining others. 


® Emmanuel Y. Lartey, In Living Color: An Intercultural Approach to Pastoral Care and 
Counseling (London, UK: Jessica Kingsley Publisher, 2003), 23. 
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Disciplining other is a grace-filled act that reflects the character of the life of Jesus Christ. 
Disciplining others by parishioners is an act of grace by the church the body of Christ 
witnessing the love of Jesus Christ. True discipleship is accountability to the will of God. 
When pastors and parishioners are disciplining others, they are building a covenant 
relationship with God and those they are disciplining, this places God in the center of the 
discipleship process. As a result, the parishioners and those who are being discipled are 
being blessed by the grace of God. In Jesus’ ministry and in His discipleship, He was 
patient, expressed longsuffering, and imparted grace and mercy. It was through these 
godly characters that those Jesus ministered to could receive His gift of eternal life. The 
beauty of God's grace and mercy for humankind is that it is His blessing which leads to 
salvation. 

When someone makes a bad decision that is in opposition to the will of God that 
decision has the ability to define and determine the rest of his or her life. However, if that 
decision is met with the love and grace of Jesus it can become a blessing to them and 
others and the name of God glorified. 

The worst day of my life was because of a bad decision that I made. It was a 
spring day in 1980, when I was a sophomore at Oakwood College. I had to tell my 
parents that I made bad choices and as a result, a life-changing mistake, that resulted in 
my girlfriend (now my wife of forty years) becoming pregnant. One of the reasons why 
this bad decision proved to be the worst day of my life was because I never wanted to do 
anything to cause my parents pain, embarrassment, and unnecessary stress. Another 
reason was I knew how my pastor and my church the Oakwood College Church, a Black 


SDA Church would respond. 
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From the time I was in middle school through high school and my first two years 
of college and beyond, the Senior Pastor of the Oakwood College Church was the same 
Senior Pastor through all those years. He was an extremely orthodox SDA pastor who 
always presented himself as righteous and blameless and wanted his parishioners live and 
present themselves as righteous and blameless also. Only those who presented themselves 
this way or he felt worthy were allowed to participate in the worship service and be 
upfront or hold a church office in the Oakwood College Church. Anyone who proved 
otherwise, he kept them from participating in leadership roles in the church. Any member 
of the church who did something that was against the beliefs of the church or committed 
an open sin, he would meet with the church board and recommend that they be 
disfellowshipped. Though he was a talented pastor in many ways, an excellent 
administrator, and a good preacher, he did not tolerate open sin from his parishioners. 
When they committed an open sin, he extended very little mercy, grace or compassion for 
them. In most cases they were brought before the church board and disfellowshipped. 

Since he was my pastor, my girlfriend and I decided we wanted to get married. I 
went to him which proved to be a big mistake. He rehearsed to me how sinful I was and 
how I embarrassed God, my church, my family, and that I needed intense Bible studies to 
cleanse myself with re-baptism. After that encounter with him, I was forever changed. I 
lost all respect for him as a pastor, but I never disrespected him as God's anointed, or the 
Holy position he held. I viewed him as one who was God’s representative but lacked the 
characteristics such as compassion, forgiveness, grace, and mercy, which were expressed 


by Jesus Christ. 
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Being in ministry is personal to me because of how I was treated by my pastor 
and church. That is why the focus in my education has been in the area of pastoral care. I 
earned a Master of Arts, with emphasis in church growth, and a masters in Pastoral 
Theology (MPTh). Iam now pursuing a Doctoral of Ministry degree in Pastoral Care and 
Counseling. Everyone is in need of Jesus Christ, the One who redeems sinners through 
His compassion, forgiveness, grace, and mercy. It is my desire and mission to pastor my 
parishioners and minister to those I am blessed to come in contact with, from the love of 
Jesus Christ, which is expressed through His, forgiveness, compassion, grace, and mercy. 
How would it be possible for any human being to live in this sinful world without the 
compassion, love, grace, and mercy of Jesus Christ? These precious characteristics of 
Jesus Christ are freely given by Him to all humankind. 

God has set up a system, an avenue through His chosen anointed ordained men 
and women to represent Him as ministers and pastors in order to spread the love, 
compassion, grace, and mercy of Jesus Christ to their parishioners and everyone they 
interact with. If those who are Christ representatives, pastors and ministers do not impart 
the love, compassion, grace, and mercy of Jesus Christ for those they have been assigned 
to shepherd when they commit a sin or make a mistake and are only met with 
condemnation and the severest penalties for their sins how will they be able to survive to 
thrive and understand the loving forgiving nature of Jesus Christ. 

In the Black SDA Church throughout its years of existence, many of its members 
have been severely punished by their church under the leadership of the pastor. When 
most people commit sins, it is done because of some brokenness in their lives. Therefore, 


they are in need of the love and compassion of Jesus Christ in order to help them heal 
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from their brokenness along with His grace and mercy which helps draw them to Him 
and place their trust and faith in Him. When pastors and ministers condemn and punish 
their members for the sins that they commit in order to present the church as a place of 
perfection then it pushes already broken people away from God. As God's 
representatives, pastors, and ministers are commissioned to bring sinners to Jesus Christ, 
the church should be a safe haven for sinners which extends grace and mercy to them. 
Those who commit sins, which we all do, are a reflection of our brokenness and it is the 
job of the pastor and the church to mend the brokenness of others. Mending the 
brokenness should be done in a way which reflects the character of Jesus Christ. This is a 
representation of the love of Jesus Christ. "For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him" (Jn. 3:16-17). 

Pastors must use all the gifts that God has blessed them with and all the gifts of 
the church to show its parishioner and everyone compassion, love, grace, and mercy of 
Jesus Christ. Condemnation by pastors and their churches can do further harm to those 
who are already broken. If not properly handled the actions of the pastor can push them 
further away from God and the church with an end result of them feeling that they are not 
good enough. 

The scripture testifies that when Jesus Christ spoke, words of grace poured out 
from His spirit off of His lips. In order for a pastor to impart grace to their parishioners, 
they must follow the example of Jesus Christ. God-fearing pastors and ministers will, 


therefore, practice the divine art of speaking to those they minister to with heavenly 
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grace. Pastors must have a desire for Christ nature to be formed within them, the beauty 
of His meekness and gentleness and growing in His grace. Pastors must keep their own 
soul healthy through personal prayer and communion with Jesus Christ in order to keep 
the divine channel of His grace open to them in order to impart the blessings of grace to 
their parishioners. Imparting grace is the sacred duty of pastors given to them in the name 
of Jesus Christ. This grace is not their own but God's grace which He bestowed upon 
them. They are duty bound to bestow this God-given grace in abundance to those they 
minister to with love and compassion, which brings glory to God. 

God’s church is a house of prayer which is a safe haven for all to seek God. 
Prayer is one of the most effective ways a pastor can impart grace to their parishioners. 
Pastors impart grace to their parishioners by having regular prayer services and praying 
specifically and personally for the parishioners. God will be faithful in hearing and 
answering those prayers. Prayers have the mysterious ability to always capture the 
attention of God. This is because God has a sympatric ear to faithful pastors and their 
parishioners who have humble hearts and contrite spirits. God acknowledges their 
dependence on Him through their sincere prayers. It is through the prayers of pastors for 
their parishioners that places them directly in the presence of God, as a result, their minds 
and hearts can absorb His love and goodness and reject ungodly thoughts and actions. 
The eternal blessing to them is victory gained and the grace of God covering them in part 
because of a caring, loving, faithful pastor who is a prayer warrior on their behalf. 

One of the most important missions that God has given to pastors is to preach the 
gospel and bring others to Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit and baptize 


them. When Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, His Father opened the windows of 
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heaven and poured out His grace on Him. This grace that God poured out on His Son He 
personally expressed it to Him with words of love in how He was pleased with Him. This 
is the same grace that God desires to pour out on all humankind. Jesus was the only 
person who was baptized and had a character of purity. Jesus did not submit to baptism as 
a confession of sin but to identify with sinners. Grace is given to sinful humans through 
Jesus Christ identifying with them. 

The ultimate purpose for pastors to preach and teach is to prompt a change in 
sinner’s hearts so they can accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. The reason why 
pastors minister to their parishioners is so they can experience a changed heart in Christ. 
Those who have not accepted Christ as their personal Savior have not had a conversion of 
heart. It can take place for them through the ministry of the pastor and the church through 
preaching, teaching and imparting compassion, love, grace, and mercy from the throne 
room of heaven. As a result, others can experience a rebirth in the grace of God. 

A pastor’s ministry must reflect the ministry of Jesus Christ if they are going to 
impart grace on the parishioners, they must have a loving caring nature along with 
humble human nature. Caring is a fundamental aspect of being a pastor and it is through 
caring for others that their life can be changed. It was through Jesus’ love for sinners that 
Jesus was willingly died to save the sinner. Jesus Christ’s life and death were a living 
sermon to all humankind. 

One of the most powerful ways a pastor can impart grace to their parishioners is 
through the preached word of God. “It is an act whereby God speaks for it is God’s 
address to the congregation.”’ When pastors are preaching to their parishioners, it is not 


T Andrew Purves, Reconstructing Pastoral Theology: A Christological Foundation (Louisville, 
KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004), 157. 
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an act of judgment and condemnation. It is a ministry where the love of Christ is spoken 
about and parishioners can reflect on the eternal love and goodness of God and receive 
His mercy and grace, which is His gift of eternal life. It is through the grace of God that 
our sins are forgiven; and we are continually restored into fellowship with Jesus Christ. It 
is through our fellowship with Jesus Christ that we gain strength from Him and our hearts 
are opened; and He comes into our lives and dwells with us which is His eternal act of 
grace. When pastors preach, teach, and minister from the character of God, they bring 
their parishioners into the presences of God and teach them how to live a life totally 
dependent on God. When pastors preach, teach, and minister to their parishioners with 
the love, compassion, grace, and mercy of God they are covering them with the safe 
haven of the forgiving, love, compassion, grace and mercy under the eternal shed blood 
of Jesus Christ. It is through God’s love, and God’s love only, that all can be saved who 
seek Him for forgiveness through His Son who was sent into the world to save 


humankind without condemnation. 


Conclusion 
The Black SDA Church has been on a difficult journey since its inception in 
1944; but by the grace of God, it has made a difference in the lives of many people 
through its ministries. By the grace of God, the church has been blessed with growth. Due 
to the fact that the early Black SDA Church embraced the White SDA conservative 
religious agenda and ideology, it had a profound effect on how the Black SDA Church 
operates and executes biblical principles, especially on worship and forgiveness of sins. 


Like every church, or religious intuition the Black SDA church has made mistakes over 
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the years. Some of those mistakes hurt members and left them broken and angry. As a 
result, growth has stifled and caused many to leave the church. 

The most crucial mistake the Black SDA Church made over the years is the lack 
of compassion expressed for many of its members who committed open sins and 
disfellowshipped them. Disfellowshipping is an act of public humiliation, especially for 
those who were already spiritually broken. According to Romans 3:23, “We are all guilty 
of sin and never reach the glory of God. But because of His love, compassion, grace, and 
mercy when we sin and ask for forgiveness, He is faithful in forgiving us and accepts us 
safely into His arms.” The church of the living God should be the one place that is a safe 
haven for all sinners, church members, visitors, as well as those in the community. 

God's love for humankind is so strong that He sent His only Son to save sinful 
humankind without condemnation. These actions by God and Jesus Christ is expressed 
through the character of Jesus Christ which is His character of love, compassion, grace, 
and mercy for humankind. 

Each person has immeasurable value to Jesus Christ, every pastor should see each 
person as having immeasurable value just as Jesus does whether their parishioner or 
someone outside the church. We have all have fallen short of the glory of God and it 
should be the mission of all pastors and their churches to show compassion, love, grace, 
and mercy, towards each person as Jesus did in His ministry when on earth. 

The history of the Black Seventh-day Adventist Church shows that it has fallen 
short in fully showing Christ-centered compassion, love, grace, and mercy, towards many 
of its members when they have fallen short and committed open sins. The unfortunate 


and ungodly reaction of many pastors and their churches has been to condemn those who 
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have committed open sins and disfellowship them for it. This unmerciful ungodly act has 
caused many to leave the Black SDA Church when the church should have been a safe 
haven for those who committed an open sin by showing them the forgiving love of Jesus 
Christ. 

By condemning and severely punishing a child of God, in the name of God, for 
committing an open sin does not urge and press them towards the love of God. Also, it 
does not prompt them to embrace the church but can, and in many cases, drives them 
away from the church because they felt as if the church turned their back on them in their 
greatest time of need. By condemning and severely punishing a child of God, in the name 
of God, for committing an open sin can also further damage and even destroys them, 
when they are already broken and in need of the Savior. In far too many cases, it causes 
them to search elsewhere for love, compassion, grace, and mercy; as a result, many have 
left the church. 

What would the Black SDA Church look like and be like if it embraced those who 
committed open sins with the compassion, love, grace, and mercy of Jesus Christ instead 
of disfellowshipping them? These actions of unnecessary and ungodly disfellowshipped 
have caused the church to be incomplete. Where are those who have been unjustly 
disfellowshipped? Perhaps, they took it as a message they were not loved and valued. As 
a result, they never returned upon being disfellowshipped. If a sinner cannot find 
forgiveness and refuge without exception in the church of the living God than where will 
they go? 

Though the SDA Church has their doctrine of disfellowshipping members for 


committing open sin, but the word of God the Holy Bible scriptures is the only true 
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authority on how God feels and views one who commits an open sin. The Holy Bible 
scriptures expresses God's love for sinful humankind which was expressed through the 


sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ, which paid the ransom for redemption for our sins. 


CHAPTER TWO 


BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 

Humankind's salvation is totally dependent on the love, grace and mercy of God 
which is seen through the life of His Son Jesus Christ. The scripture testifies that when 
Jesus Christ spoke, words of grace poured out from His spirit off of His lips, "know how 
to speak a word in season to him that is weary" (Ps. 45: 2; Isa. 50: 4). God's instruction to 
His Church, pastors and ministers are, "Let your speech be always with grace" (Col. 4: 6) 
"that it may minister grace unto the hearers" (Eph. 4: 29). In order for the church and 
pastor to impart grace to their parishioners and all humankind, they must follow the 
example of Jesus Christ. They must have a desire for Christ nature to be formed within 
them, the beauty of His meekness and gentleness and growing in His grace and mercy. 
Imparting grace is the sacred duty of pastors and the church given to them in name of 
Jesus Christ. God’s Church is the agency of grace carried out by the pastor through the 
urging of the Holy Spirit. The church is a holy earthly dwelling place that is open and 
available to all. 

When the church is fully functioning, it exudes the presence, power, and purpose 
of Jesus Christ. This builds the perfect platform for humankind to see God's glory and 
receive His grace. The ultimate purpose of the church is to receive sinners which includes 
all humankind and teach the eternal love of Jesus Christ and through the urging of the 
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Holy Spirit. Therefore, human hearts can be changed and accept Jesus Christ as their 


personal Savior. It is through the grace of God that all sins are forgiven; and humankind 
is continually restored into fellowship with Jesus Christ. It is through humankind's 

continual fellowship with Jesus Christ that they gain strength from Him and their hearts 
are open; and He comes into their lives and dwells with them which is His eternal act of 


grace. 


Literary Study: For God so Loved the World 

For God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son, for each person 
who has ever lived through the history of the world. "The 'so' (houtos) is an adverb of 
degree which points toward the clause which follows and here serves to express the idea 
of infinity, a love that is limitless, that is fully adequate."! Only God has a love that is 
limitless, meaning it is without bounds and never ends and all are covered by His love. 
This limitless love is expressed through His act of dying on the cross and paying a 
ransom for all humankind. This is an act that Jesus was willing to do. “Because Jesus 
died for us we need not speculate about the meaning of love we know love by observing 
him and his sacrifice. His death spelled out the meaning of love. It was a death of the just 
for the unjust, of the sinless one for sinners.”” 

Christ death for the unjust was a death for sinners those who transgressed and 


separated themselves from their Heavenly Father. The plan for redemption was devised 


' George Allen Turner and Julius R Mantey, The Gospel According to John: The Evangelical 
Commentary on the Bible 4 (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, n.d.), 98. 


> C. Rene Padilla, “A Meditation on First John 3:16 through 18,” Transformation 6, no. 1 (1989): 
15-18. 
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through which Christ paid the infinite price of death and the love of God for humankind 


was revealed for eternity. Thank God for Jesus Christ the Redeemer of the world. 

“For God so loved the world,” God’s love is eternal, alpha. God loved the world 
before He created it. God loved the world while He was creating it. He loved the world 
after He created it. God linked Himself to the world through His love by virtue of His 
own words. God’s love for humankind is seen in his desire for humankind to receive 
salvation. God’s desire for humankind to receive salvation was so strong that He made a 
covenant with them through giving them His only begotten Son “Christ.” Christ, God the 
Son was one with the Father, "the image of God," in His perfection, greatness, majesty, 
and glory. The one who sat next to God, the Father, on the heavenly throne was 
sent to dwell with humankind on earth, to reveal God’s love, mercy, grace, long- 
suffering, and abundant goodness and truth. This self-sacrificing act of love by Christ 
also reviled the heart of God and His perfect character to sinful humankind. “Since Jesus 
came to dwell with us, we know that God is acquainted with our trials, and sympathizes 
with our griefs.”? It is through Christ's redeeming work that fallen humankind can be 


bound to heaven and the eternal love of God their Creator. 


Gave His only begotten Son 

“For God so loved the world, the world which was created out of love for 
humankind. God’s love for the world is so pure and perfect and only capable of feeling 
love for all humankind even those who reject His love. The perfect love that God 
expresses for the world is a mystery and this perfect love cannot be truly reciprocated by 


3 Ellen G. White. The Desire of Ages (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald Publishing, 1986), 
24. 
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fallen humans. The love God had for the world before sin is the same unchanging love, 
He has for it in its sinful state. The love that God gives, He gives to all humanity in their 
sinful condition. The love that God gives is a supremely divine love that is inexhaustible 
and filled with grace. The love that God gave to the fallen world is a heavenly gift, “His 
only begotten Son.” It is through His Son Christ that humanity can build a relationship 
with and be re-connected with God and bring His heavenly kingdom into view. 

John 3:16, 17 is God’s gift through Christ to all humankind without exception. 
“For God did not give a servant, or an angel or even an archangel, “but his only begotten 
Son.” It is a gift that He gave from a heart of perfection and heavenly love which is 
impossible to explain because it is a love in which He gave “his only begotten Son” for 
sinful, fallen humanity. The gift of God’s Son is a gift of infinite love through which 
humankind can be saved which is a pledge that God fulfill from the prophecy of Isaiah. 
“If He had anything more dear to Him, Jesus, would have given it to us, in order that by 
it, our race might be His.”° Obedient to His Father’s will, Jesus relinquished 
the throne of God and was born of a woman therefore clothed in humanity taking on 
human nature, and living parallel with humanity, in order to exalt and save those who 
believe in Him as their Savior. 

Christ was the majesty of heaven, not only loved by His Father but also the 
angelic host. He was only around perfection. When Christ became the Son of man, He 
was continually face to face with man's fallible nature living in the very presence of their 


sins. Even though Christ was continually in the very presence of humankind's sins, He 


4 Joel C. Elowsky, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: New Testament IVA John 1-10 
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2006), 125. 
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bestowed upon them a pure eternal love from His father in heaven whom He was one 
with. It was through Christ love for humanity that links them to the revelation of God’s 


love. 


That Whosoever Believeth in Him 

God’s relationship with Adam was a perfect relationship with personal contact 
where God would come to earth and walk and talk with Adam in the cool of the evening. 
Through God building a personal relationship with Adam, Adam came to believe in God. 
After Adam sinned God came to the earth personally looking for Adam and based on 
their relationship, Adams hid from God. When Adam sinned, his sin affected him and the 
punishment that God pronounced on Adam also affected him. 

Because of the effects of Adam’s disobedience to God he had to restore and re- 
build his belief in God as a “sinful” human. Sinful humans must build their belief in a 
perfect God in order to have a relationship with God. For Adam to believe in God he had 
to re-familiarize himself with a perfect God as a sinful human. All humankind is 
hampered with the yoke of sin and they do not possess the strength to rule over their own 
spirit enough to totally believe in God. It is only through Christ that humankind can gain 
self-control over sin and believe in God to the point where their actions are subjected to 


the will of God. 


Should not Perish but Have Everlasting Life 
God sent His only Son into the world so that none would perish but all would 


have everlasting life. After Adam sinned humankind's just reward for sin was death, “to 
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perish” but they lived under the sentence of divine justice through the grace of God. It is 
God’s desire that not one person perish but all will have everlasting life. God made this 
possible for humankind by giving them His most cherished gift, His only begotten Son, 
“Christ” who came to this world to save sinners. Christ is the light of the world, and all 
who accept Him as their personal Savior will seek to model their life after His through 
the grace of God. God calls upon every human to overcome in this life as our example 
Christ overcame. It is through Christ that all humankind has the ability and opportunities 


to overcome sin by fashioning their characters after the character of Christ. 


God’s Son Sent Not to Condemn 

“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.” Humankind's disobedience of God’s law placed them 
under the condemnation of His law. God imparted grace for sinful humankind in place of 
condemnation. Though humankind is unworthy of God’s grace, it is an expression of 
God’s love for humankind and all qualify for it. It is through the grace of God that man 
is drawn to God and redeemed through Christ. The work of Christ is to save sinners not 
condemn them. When Christ looks upon each soul, He sees them as having immeasurable 
value and through His compassionate nature He accounts them as precious. Those who 
accept Him as their Savior, He justifies them in the sight of God. For Christ sake, God 
exonerates and pardons sinners and receives them into Himself and into the heavenly 
family. It is through the only begotten Son of God, His sacrifice of being nailed to the 


cross and His death that all boundaries that sin reaches in each person's life are forgiven. 
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Through God's Son, the World Might be Saved 


Humankind is saved only through Jesus Christ. Humankind is not saved by 
keeping the laws of Moses, religious or denominational beliefs or one's own beliefs. The 
world is not saved through a sinful human interceding for others sinful humans. There is 
nothing that anyone can do to save themselves or anyone else. God sent His only 
begotten Son, and it is only through His Son that humankind can receive the eternal gift 
of salvation. 

It is only through the conception, birth, life, and death of Christ that humankind is 
redeemed. Jesus Christ was born of a woman; therefore, as a human, Christ had to 
overcome sin as a human where all humankind failed. Christ was tempted on every point, 
just as humankind was, and He was victorious. He conquered sin. 

Christ, as a human, did not yield to sin where all humanity yielded to sin; and 
because He did not yield the human race is covered by His perfection. It is through the 
perfect life of Jesus Christ and overcoming sin, His willingness to die in humanity’s place 
along with His grace that humankind is redeemed and can receive eternal life. Jesus 
Christ stood in judgment in place of humankind's judgment. Jesus Christ was wrongly 
accused of the sins that humankind committed. Jesus Christ bore the sins of humanity and 
was crucified in their place. Jesus Christ freely laid down his life to save humankind from 
their sins. Jesus Christ paid the penalty of death in place of humankind's death. Jesus 
Christ, with his own power, proved that He was one with his Father and raised himself 
from the dead. Jesus Christ, in his own power, ascended to heaven after His 
resurrection. Jesus Christ will come back in like manner as He left to save all those who 


believed in God and they will receive the gift of eternal life. 
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Word Study 

The word “love” in John 3:16 and 17 is a special type of love that can only be 

found in God. The actions of God in John 3:16 are based on His “love” for sinful 

humankind. This love that God expresses as written by John is a love expressed in 

the Greek as agape, “love” and agapao, “unrestricted, unrestrained, and 

unconditional.”° 
Love is a command given by God in John13:34. Love is a living principle that can have 
eternal implications. There is only one pure and perfect love and it comes from the heart 
of God and this is the only love that never changes. In order for humankind to love as 
God, they must learn how to be sympathetic towards others, humble, unselfish, pleasant 
and disciplined. Those who seek to have a perfect love like God, they must learn to live 
in fellowship Christ and have compassion for others. 

There are four biblical words for love in the Bible, which are storge, empathy 
bond, philia, friend bond, eros, erotic bond, and agape, unconditional "God" love. “Agape 
love reflects the character of God. Agape is the love that gives. There’s no taking 
involved. It is completely unselfish. It seeks the highest good for another no matter what 
the cost, demonstrated supremely by Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf.’””” 

Agape is the word for Christian love. Agape is not passion with its ebb and flow, 

its flicker and its flame; nor is it an easy-going and indulgent sentimentalism. And 

it is not an easy thing to acquire or a light thing to exercise. Agape is undefeatable 
goodwill; it is the attitude towards others which, no matter what they do, will 
never feel bitterness and will always seek their highest good. There is a love 
which seeks to possess; there is a love which softens and enervates; there is a love 


which withdraws a man from the battle; there is a love which shuts its eyes to 
faults and to ways which end in ruin. But Christian love will always seek the 


® J. MacArthur, “Love-Agape,” Precept Austin, accessed March 10, 2019, 
https://www.preceptaustin.org/love-agape. 
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highest good of others and will accept all the difficulties, all the problems and all 
the toil which search involves.® 


Only agape reflects the true character of God. 


Biblical Translation Comparison 
John 3:16-17, which states, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved,” according to the King James Version (KJV). The New 
International Version (NIV) captures the verses this way, “ For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.” According to the New Living Translation (NLT),“For this is 
how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son so that everyone who believes in 
him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent his Son into the world not to judge the 
world, but to save the world through him.” The Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
captures the verses by stating, “God loved the people of this world so much that he gave 
his only Son so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really 
die. God did not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save 
them!” 

John 3:16-17 is the written account of what John witnessed as one of Christ 
disciples the referred to by John as the one Jesus loves. The theme of all four translations 


is exactly the same as the subject being God. God’s love dictates His action, which is He 


8 MacArthur, “Love-Agape,” accessed March 10, 2019, https://www.preceptaustin.org/love-agape. 
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freely gave His only Son to save sinners. In all four translations, the plan of salvation is 
powerfully condensed into two short verses. The plan of salvation through God’s love for 
fallen humans and the only way for them to be redeemed is through God’s only Son and 
those who believe in Him will not be condemned but will receive eternal life. 

The KJV and NIV Bibles are translated basically the same. The KJV identifies 
Christ as his only begotten Son, and the NIV and NLT identify Christ as God’s one and 
only Son. By saying his one and only Son, is indeed easier to understand than Christ is 
God’s only Son, which puts more emphasis on the fact that God gave the world all that 
He had. The NLT used the term judge instead of condemn. Condemn means to express an 
unfavorable or adverse judgment on; indicate strong disapproval. The definition 
of judge or judging; a person qualified to pass a critical judgment. Therefore, to condemn 
is to pass a final judgment, and to judge is the process of someone making a decision to 
condemn someone else or not. Unlike the KJV, NIV, and NLT the CEV uses the word 
"faith" in place of believers and the phrase "never really die" in place of "will not perish." 

To have faith is a continuous process of believing in someone or something. 
Belief is the act of knowing something is true or factual without question. The KJV, 
states “should not perish,” the NIV, states “shall not perish” and, the NLT states “will not 
perish.” All three of these translations have the same meaning but the CEV states never 
really die. By saying never really die, using the adverb “really” makes the statement 
unclear and confusing. All four translations make it very clear that God sent His Son into 


the world and only through His Son can the world be saved, or fallen humans be saved. 
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External Study of Text 


John 3:16 and 17 is one of the most profound and powerful verses in the Book of 
John and in the entire Bible. John 3:16&17 sets a tone for the mission of Jesus' life which 
is to redeem humankind. In chapter one of John, unlike the synoptic gospels, he does not 
emphasize the lineage of Jesus Christ through his father, Joseph, and mother, Mary. John 
starts with identifying God and the Son of God. The Book of John begins by defining 
God as eternal and the creator of the world and His glory seen in His Son who is one with 
Him. The gospel points out how John the Baptist sees Jesus Christ and testifies on his 
behalf. The Book of John does not clearly state the events of the baptism of Jesus Christ 
like the synoptic gospels. John focus is on the earthly ministry of Jesus with a tone of 
urgency by identifying the twelve disciples. 

In chapter two, one chapter from Jesus identifying His purpose, He performed his 
first miracle turning water to wine at the request of his mother. This miracle speaks to 
Christ’s purpose of serving humankind and blessing others in their time of need when 
they believe in Him as His mother did. This first miracle revealed His glory along with 
removing doubt from his disciple's minds about His identity. 

Just before the Passover, Christ makes his way to Jerusalem and finds that the 
temple courts are being desecrated with exchanging money for goods. These actions 
angered Jesus, and He drove out those who were using the temple for their own personal 
gain and profit. He drove them out with a whip of cords that he made. This was his first 
encounter with the Jews exercising His authority as one with his Father and being sent by 
His Father. The message was the things of God are holy and not to be desecrated for the 


purpose of secular use for self-gain. 
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John 3:16-17 are preceded by a conversation that Jesus has with a man named 
Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling Council. Nicodemus questioned 
Jesus and at the same time testifies that he does believe Christ is from God. Nicodemus 
wants proof of how a man can receive eternal life. Jesus explains to Nicodemus how 
humankind can receive eternal life with an earthly human metaphor of being born again. 
Christ then tells Nicodemus that salvation is based on humankind belief in God and God's 
love for humankind through His son, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus' mission on earth is to redeem fallen humankind. The mission is clearly seen 
in the next chapter. John 4:4 proves Christ’s desire to redeem sinful fallen humans along 
with restoring their brokenness for this life and the life to come. John 4:4 states, “And he 
“Jesus” must needs go through Samaria,” Jesus’ compassion and love for just one person, 
a Samaritan woman, made Him go through Samaria to save a Samaritan woman. The 
woman was longing for eternity that Jesus Christ offered her as identifying Himself as 
living water. Jesus explained to the Samaritan woman that she would never thirst again if 
she took His living water. Just as Jesus “must go through Samaria” Christ also 


"must go through” this sin-filled world to save each human who believes in Him. 


Critical Reading of Commentaries 

Date and authorship of the gospel of John has been dated as early as 40 and as late 
as 110 C. The Gospel of John describes John himself as the disciple “whom Jesus loved” 
this is a unique way for John to describe himself. The gospel of John magnifies the fact 
that God loves humankind and John wants all who read the gospel of John to come to the 


realization that God does indeed love them unconditionally. The Gospel of John 


4] 
continually speaks of Christ as, "the Son of God" and one with God, sent by His Father. 


The Gospel of John consistently emphasizes the love of Jesus Christ for humanity as he 
documents the earthly life of Christ. Everything that Christ did for humankind was out of 
love which represented the love of His Father. The gospel of John builds confidence in 
each person as being special to Jesus to the point where they can be confident that Jesus 
Christ does love them. 

The Gospel of John is a testimony of God's love as seen in Christ. "God's love is 
wide enough to embrace all humankind. His love is not confined to any national group or 
any spiritual Elite. It is a love which proceeds from the fact that he is love. It is his nature 
to love."? Christ loves humankind because it is His nature to be that type of God. God’s 
love is exemplified in the fact that He gave His Son as a gift for all humanity. God gave 
the Son by sending him into the world. God also gave His Son on the cross to die for 
the sins of the human race. 

The Bible emphasizes that the penalty for sin is death, but the gospel of John in 
the NIV uses the term parish in place of death. It is God's desire that none perish but that 
all receive the gift of eternal life who believe in Him. "Salvation is twofold God sending 
His Son and humankind believing in God. Salvation was central to the mission 
of Jesus.”!° It was clearly seen in His continuous pursuit of man. 

Christ made it no secret about being the Son of God and the Savior of the world. 


He wanted everyone to know exactly who He was and His earthly mission. “The most 


° Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John: The English Text with Introduction Exposition and 
Notes (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 1971), 229. 


0 Morris, The Gospel According to John, 232. 


42 


evident distinction in the presentation of the figure of Jesus is the fact that the Johannine 
Jesus is made constantly to speak of himself in his unique identity.”!" 

John “declares that the gospel has the purpose of nurturing the faith of the reader's in 
Jesus as the Christ and Son of God in order that they might gain life.”!* Christ came to 
nurture humankind just as parents nurture their children so that they can grow positively. 
Without the continual nurturing of human beings, they would not become healthy. When 
Christ nurtures humankind, they can become spiritually healthy. This is also the job 
of the Church of God to nurture its members and continually help them grow in Christ 
which increases their belief in Christ. Additionally, it becomes possible for them to freely 
accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. 

The Gospel of John explores and identifies the relationship between Christ and 
God and between Christ and humanity. Both relationships are necessary for Christ to 
fulfill His mission of saving humankind. John frequently refers to Jesus, as the Son of 
God, which identifies His relationship with His Father as unique, special and intimate. 
The relationship between God and His Son, Jesus Christ, exhibits a perfect love and is the 
true essence of what a father’s love should be for his son and the love a son should have 
for his father. Jesus Christ, the Son, expresses the same type of love for sinful man which 
is a pure and holy love that man does not have the ability to express back. 

The Gospel of John is built on the fact Christ was sent to by His Father to 

save sinful humans. John 3:16-17 also point out that the most prominent image of Jesus 


Christ which is one who has been sent by his father to save sinful humankind. This is a 


'l David Noel Freedman, ed., The Anchor Bible Dictionary, vol. 3 H-J (New York, NY: 
Doubleday Dell Publishing, 1992), 915. 
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powerful image God is sending His Son from heaven and the perfection of Heaven to be 


born of a woman to become human flesh and live as a man in order to save sinful 
humankind. This was a true expression of "agape love" God's love for humankind giving 
his most precious and cherished gift his Son Jesus Christ as a sacrifice to save 
humankind. This is the theme of John 3:16-17, God giving his only Son as humankind’s 
redeemer in order to receive God's gift of eternal life. Therefore, no one should be 
separated from the Church of the Living God, which is God's representative on earth. The 
church has the same responsibility in offering humanity salvation through Jesus Christ 
just as Jesus Christ did personally when on earth. Salvation can never be gained by 
separating someone from the presence of God it can only be gained through 

bringing sinners to Christ and through their belief in Him and His grace and mercy. They 


will receive eternal life and forever be with God. 


Critical Literary Study 

The context of the research is the effects of disfellowshipping church members for 
committing an open sin that brings shame on the church. The church is God's 
representative and should have the same mission for people who fall into sin as Jesus had. 
The key statement and John 16-17 as it relates to those that Jesus came to save is 
they believe in God, “whosoever believes.” Those who are in membership of the Church 
of the living God are there because they believe in God. Those who believe in God have 
also committed sins. God never removes us from Him when we sin, he is always doing 
everything in his power to bring us to him and to show his love for us. The Bible says all 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God and that our righteousness is as filthy 


rags. Therefore, in the eyes of God, we are all sinful therefore sinners, but he does not 
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turn us away if we believe in Him. The idea and practice of disfellowshipping, or 
excommunicating someone from the body of Christ is in direct opposition to 
John 3:16-17. 

Believing in Christ is not synonymous with living a sinless life. King David 
committed sin after sin in the presence of God, but he continually stated his belief in God 
and his need for God. God identifies him as a man after his own heart. God never 
separated himself from King David even in his most egregious sins. God did everything 
in His power to bring him back into His arms, so much so, that He used the prophet, 
Nathan, to point out to David his sin of adultery and murder. God knew David believed in 
him and when Nathan warned him of his sins, he immediately asked for forgiveness and 
God forgave him. Through the entire process, God never cut King David off from Him. If 
God had cut David off from Him when he sinned what would have been his future? What 
would have been the future of the Jewish nation, the Children of Israel? If the church is a 
representative of God on earth than it should reflect the personality and character of God. 
No church is perfect, but it must impart the same love and forgiveness for sinners as God 
does or it is not fully representing God. 

There are several New Testament texts that refer to the Church as the body of 
Christ, Ephesians 4:12, Ephesians 4:15-16, Ephesians 5:23, and 1 Corinthians 12:27. If 
the Church is the body of Christ then the church should singularly and collectively show 
the same type of compassion respect and eternal love for each member and non-member, 
just as God did and does. When Christ engaged with a sinner, he never disfellowshipped 
them, he worked to bring them closer to Him. With the woman caught in the very act of 


adultery, Christ forgave her without public embarrassment or punishment. When Christ 
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came upon the demoniac, he cast out the demons from him and through God’s love he 
became an evangelist for the cause of God. Christ had such a strong affinity for the 
woman at the well that He went out of his way to offer her eternal life. This should be the 
mission of every church that proclaims that they are a part of the body of Christ. 
Churches should be willing to go out of their way to save sinners. 

Christ never separated himself from sinners that believed in him. When the 
church does opposite to what Jesus Christ does or did with its members who believed in 
him then their actions are in opposition with the example that Jesus Christ left for us as 
his church the body of Christ. If church members who committee open sins and believe in 
God and know that are in need of God are disfellowshipped from the Church, then who 
are they left to turn to or go in their time of need, hurt, embarrassment, and sorrow. The 
position that every church should take when dealing with a member who has sinned 
openly should be, “For God so loved you, that he gave his only begotten Son” just for 
them. The church is the representative of God. It should extend the love through Jesus 
Christ to all who have fallen into sin and help place them in the eternal loving arms of 
Jesus Christ. Additionally, the church should be their advocate through encouraging and 
praying for them without ceasing and holding them up to Christ. John 3:16 and 17 by 
nature of the text as written by John, it is actually speaking of Jesus and his conversation 
with Nicodemus about eternal life. If members are disfellowshipped from the church for 
open sin, then the church is in opposition to the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ because 
Christ mission was to draw all humanity to Him, John 12:32. 

God views all sin the same. If the church disfellowships members for open sins, 


that is an act of hypocrisy by the church. Therefore, every member should be 
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disfellowship for committing sin, any sin; because sin is viewed the same in the sight of 
God. The end result would be that every member would be removed from the church. 

We all would admit as Christians who believe in God, which is in direct opposition of the 
Son of God coming to this earth to save humankind. Those who have been 
disfellowshipped or excommunicated from the church, what possible relationship could 
they build with Christ after being disfellowshipped? How do they feel about God based 
on the actions of the church? Jesus Christ was shamed for our sins and his love was so 
powerful that He took on the shame to save fallen man. A true God-fearing church of 
God will deal with the shame of man's sins just as Christ did, forgive them, cover them in 


love and present them back to God. 


Thesis Sermon Focus 

The Godhead, "God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit," who are 
“One.” "The plural name of God in Hebrew, which speaks of him as many, though." 
The Godhead is the Creator of all that exists and without them, nothing exists and 
everything they created was created perfect. When God, created the earth “the world” and 
fullness there in, it was created perfect and holy from the creative genius of God. God 
created a greater and lesser light which reflected His glory. God made the firmament and 
divided the waters under the firmament from the waters above the firmament which 
provided, the perfect environment for every plant bearing seed and every tree bearing 
fruit with seed, every bird in the sky, every sea creature and every creeping animal. The 
crown jewel of God’s earthly creation was humankind “Adam and Eve” the only 


13 “Wesley's Notes on the Bible,” Bible Hub, accessed October 10, 2018, 
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creatures God made in His own image from the touch of His hands. He formed in His 
physical likeness and they were perfect in every way which testified of the perfect 
character and eternal love of God. 

God made Himself known to Adam by communicating His nature to him through 
the perfection of the creation of the world. The perfection of world and Adam’s 
innocence produced the perfect environment for God to communicate His love for Adam. 
God continually revealed His love for Adam through His perfect character and the 
creative perfection of the world. Adam observed the love and glory of God in the beauty 
of the world. Green meadows and fields, various types of trees, tall and short as they all 
point to heaven. There were flowers, with their personalities, expressed in their own 
unique colors, the beauty revealed in lakes, rivers and seas and their refreshing sounds 
which sooth the human nature. Every amazing creature seen on land in the water and 
flying in the sky is an expression of God’s love for Adam which is covered with the 
majestic beauty of the heavens God's crowning glory and blessings over the entire world. 
The creation of the world was God’s blessing to Adam which revealed to him the nature 
and character of God which is eternally filled with grace and mercy. 

After God created Adam, He gave him one command, “And the LORD God 
commanded the man, saying, of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:16 and 17). After God placed Adam in 
the perfect environment “the world” and blessed him with everything he would need for 
all eternity, He gave him one condition of obedience. God gave Adam the one command 


which he had to obey because it was an expression of his love for God and to develop a 
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character like God’s so that his character would be worthy of God’s gift to him of eternal 
life. 

Adam’s wife was deceived by Satan and ate from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil; and she gave also to her husband Adam and he also ate, and sin entered 
the world. Though the promise of death for their sin was put into motion which affected 
them and the entire world, God’s love for Adam remained the same as it was before he 
sinned, an everlasting love. Before Adam sinned, God already had a plan of salvation in 
place. This is the mystery of God's eternal love for humankind and God would not rest 
until He redeemed those, He loved and created in His own image. God’s love for Adam 
was so strong that He refused to allow His gift of eternity to be removed from him even 
in his act of sinning even after the devastating effects of sin on Adam and the world. “For 
God so loved the world that” He refused to remove the one blessing that would bind Him 
to those whom He created in His own image and loved Him. 

Due to God’s infinite love for humankind, it caused Him to show mercy for them 
and through His mercy, the plan of salvation was devised. The plan of salvation was 
God’s second gift of eternal life to humankind. First, He had to bring man back to Him, 
so man could live under His protection in his sinful state and second the penalty for sin 
was death. Therefore, death for sin had to take place. Third for the gift salvation to take 
place of the penalty of death had to be satisfied which was the price to be paid to redeem 
humankind. Finally, through the grace of God, the plan of redemption was placed upon 
His Son, Christ, because the mission of redemption could only come through God. 


Therefore, God sent His very own Son to redeem humankind. 
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Nicodemus is the first person in the Book of John to bring up the 
question of salvation to Jesus; and Jesus was pleased and accepting of his desire to 
understand God's, eternal love. Nicodemus desired to know Christ and understand Christ 
for himself, therefore, he is an icon in the Book of John. John 3:16 and 17 is the catalyst 
statement made by Christ to Nicodemus about His Father’s promise of eternal life for 
fallen humankind. Nicodemus was a man of great power and influence who was a 
Pharisee and Sanhedrin and a member of the Jewish Ruling Council. This was a lofty 
position held by men of trust who were of no ordinary talent, highly educated and 
honored. Though Nicodemus was rich, powerful and a part of the elite in Israel, he 
was curiously attracted to Christ and His humble disposition and love for others. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus at night and reveals himself to Him. Nicodemus comes 
to Jesus at night under the blanket of darkness, because he did not want the Jewish Ruling 
Council or anyone else to know he came looking for Jesus nor did he want to be seen 
with Jesus. Nicodemus did not want to lose the respect of his peers on the Jewish Ruling 
Council who did not respect nor, wanted to admit and accept Christ as one who has come 
from God. Nicodemus at this point is a man who is locked away in his own self-made 
prison and through the urgency of his conscience, he knows he needs Christ as his 
personal Savior. With divine compassion, Christ teaches Nicodemus the only way of 
salvation. “This salvation is only possible because of the great love of God for this world. 
The extent of God’s love is expressed by the fact that He is prepared to give (up) his only 
Son for this world.” “Thus it becomes clear that this gift of his life is offered so that we 


can have real life.” !4 


‘47. J. Du Plessis, “The Christ of John: Essays on the Christology of the Forth Gospel,” 
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In his desire to inquire of Christ to know exactly who He was with exact certainty. 
Nicodemus came to know that, “The uniqueness of Christ is indeed founded on the 
theological fact that He is both the “beloved Son of God” and the “only begotten Son 
of God.” The nature of the only begotten Son of God is absent of condemnation and 
filled with compassion and everlasting love for fallen humankind which is His 


Fathers gift of salvation. 


Conclusion 

The act of Christ pleasing His Father and coming to this sin-cursed condemned 
world, He became a substitute for humankind and his man's sins. With the light of 
heaven, Christ brought love to those who were not loved. He brought hope to those who 
were hopeless. He showed compassion for those who were broken. He brought with 
Him from heaven the grace and mercy of his Father which is offered to everyone who 
believes in Him. It was Christ’s desire to reunite humankind with God; and therefore, 
they would never again be separated from Him. When Satan deceived Adam and 
he sinned that caused him and all humankind to separate from the face of God. When 
humankind is restored back to God through Christ and believing in God once again, they 
will be face-to-face with God just as Adam and Eve were before they sinned. The greatest 
gift that humankind has ever received was the Son of God because it is only through Him 
that they have an advocate and can be saved. This gift of salvation through Christ is a 
heavenly gift of living throughout all eternity never being separated from God and His 


Son Jesus Christ. 


'S Du Plessis, “The Christ of John,” 23. 
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The Bible and the character of Jesus Christ and his forgiving nature should be the 


theme and character seen in the unfolding history of every church. This is only possible if 


a church is willing to grow in grace and faithfulness and duty to Jesus Christ. 


CHAPTER THREE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS 


“The mission of the Seventh-day Adventist Church is to call all people to become 
disciples of Jesus Christ, to proclaim the everlasting gospel embraced by the three angels’ 
messages (Revelation 14:6-12), and to prepare the world for Christ’s soon return.” 

Though this is a very intellectual and strong mission statement, it is absent of the 
love that Jesus Christ has for sinful mortal humans and his desire to save them so that 
they will live with him throughout eternity. As stated in John 3:16 and 17, the Seventh 
Day Adventist (SDA) Church self-proclaims being the "Remnant Church of God." 

A true Remnant Church should reflect the character of God. Does the history of the SDA 
Church reflect the character of God? 

The SDA Church from its inception has taken a strong stance on protecting the 
integrity and reputation of the church. This is indeed important for any religious 
organization. The church is made up of sinful fallible struggling human beings. How will 
they fit into the mission statement and history of the SDA church and who will fit into the 
mission and history of the SDA church. 

In the early 1850s Battle Creek, Michigan, became the home of a growing 
Protestant Christian Movement known as the Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) movement. 
This SDA movement was a Sabbath keeping faith that came to Battle Creek in 1852 
when Joseph Bates was directed by a Millerite named David Hewitt. The SDA 
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Movement grew significantly in 1855 when James and Ellen White and others connected 
with a religious publication The Review and Herald moved to Battle Creek, Michigan. 
The SDA Church was birthed out of the Millerite Movement and was established through 
the writings, visions and work of Ellen G. White who was the primary pioneer of the 
SDA church, along with the dedicated work of her husband James Springer White, 
Joseph Bates. J. N. Andrews were also instrumental in starting and establishing the SDA 
Church. 

From 1855 to 1903, the SDA church organization its world mission, and doctrinal 
understanding development quickly. In 1860 the name Seventh-day Adventist officially 
became the name of this new church organization. The incorporation status provided 
legal rights to the publication of works. 

In 1859, the SDA church embraces the biblical teaching of tithing, which was 
taught to its members, this systematic giving brought much needed additional support for 
its ministerial and evangelistic effort along with distribution of resources. These funds 
were also used to form local conferences, and in May of 1863 the SDA church 
established its General Conference which is the governing body of the SDA church. 

Ellen G. White “was a woman of remarkable spiritual gifts who lived most of her 
life during the nineteenth century (1827-1915), yet through her writings she is still 
making a revolutionary impact on millions of people around the world. During In her 
lifetime she wrote more than 5,000 periodical articles and 40 books.”! Ellen G. White 
is believed to be the most translated woman writer in the entire history of literature, as 
well as the most translated American author of either gender. Her writings are far 


' Arthur L. White,” Ellen G. White Estates Sharing the Vision,” White Estate, accessed January 7, 
2019, https://whiteestate.org/about/eg wbio/#faq797ba558 -8707-4946-8906-27e67df7252a. 
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reaching and cover many subjects, including religion, education, social relationships, 
evangelism, prophecy, publishing, nutrition, and management. 

Most members of SDA church believe that Ellen White was more than just a 
mere gifted writer. They believed she was appointed and anointed by God to be an end 
time messenger whose writings directed people's attention to the Holy scriptures for the 
purpose of preparing them for the second coming of Jesus. It is believed by most SDA 
that God gave Ellen White approximately 2,000 visions and dreams from the age of 
seventeen until she died. The Seventh-day Adventist church views and accepts the life 
and work of Ellen White because she meets “all the tests of a true prophet as set forth in 


the Holy scriptures.” 


Early Life of Ellen G. White 

Ellen G White’s maiden name was Ellen Gould Harmon. Ellen Harmon was one 
of eight children and she had a twin sister named Elizabeth along with four other sisters 
Caroline, Harriet Mary, and Sarah. She had two brothers John and Robert. Ellen 
Harmon's parents were Robert and Eunice Harmon. Ellen Harmon was born in Gorham, 
Maine on November 26, 1827. 

Ellen Harmon's father, Robert Harmon, worked in agricultural and was also a 
part-time hat maker to supplement his meager agriculture salary. Ellen Harmon came 
from a rich tradition. Paternally, Ellen Harmon's great, great, great, Grandfather John 
Harmon served in King Philip's war in 1675 in which they fought native Americans in the 
Great Swamp fight. He was rewarded with land in Maine. Ellen Harmon's great, great 


? White, “Ellen G. White Estates Sharing the Vision,” accessed January 7, 2019, 
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grandfather, Samuel Harmon, was a landowner in Scarborough Maine where he built a 
mill on the river known as Harmon's Mill. Ellen Harmon's great grandfather, John 
Harmon, married an Irish woman. They settled in Standish Maine. Ellen Harmon's 
grandfather, Daniel Harmon, was a corporal and fought in the Revolutionary war.’ 

Ellen Harmon's great-great-great-grandfather was one of the organizers of the 
First Congregational Church and most of the Harmon's were congregationalist. Ellen 
Harmon's father, Robert Harmon, broke from the family tradition and became a 
Methodist. "The Harmon's were members of the Chestnut Street Methodist Church." It 
was in the Methodist Church that Robert Harmon and his family received their early 
religious instructions. Robert Harmon and his family were very faithful members of the 
Chestnut Street Methodist Church. 

As Ellen Harmon grew in her early religious instruction in the Methodist Church, 
she found the experience from the teaching of the pastors and the church teachers in some 
ways to be overly imposing and restrictive. The aim was to teach and help the members 
develop perfection in love and how to obtain it and to show it evidence in their life. To 
live a life free of condemnation along with the victory over sin, to grow in grace, 
faithfulness, duty to Jesus Christ, the church and to faithful prayer for a life of self- 
denial and honesty in every phase of life and totally be consecrated to God. Ellen felt the 
church meetings were lively, spiritual and profitable. “Robert Harmon was a pillar in the 


church an exhorter which means that sometimes he would stand at the close of the 


3 Ellen G. White, The Early Years 1827-1862, vol. 1, 6, accessed January 12, 2019, 
https://m.egwwritings.org/en/book/668.84#84. 
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sermon to give, in good Methodist fashion an extemporaneous layman's response to the 
challenge of the sermon."* Though Ellen and her family were faithful believers in the 
Methodist church, she began to wrestle with the problem of personal conversion which 
caused her agony and her personal concerns. She stated, "I locked my secret agony within 
my heart and did not seek the advice of experienced Christians as I should have done. No 
one conversed with me on the subject of my soul's salvation, and no one prayed with me. 
I felt that Christians were so far removed from me, so much nobler and pure than 

myself, that I dared not approach them on the subject that engrossed my thoughts, and 
was ashamed to reveal the lost and wretched condition of my heart."° 

At the time, when Ellen Harmon was experiencing the question of salvation at the 
age of twelve in 1840 an evangelist named William Miller was fervently preaching the 
gospel of the second coming of Jesus Christ. Miller dealt with the prophecies of the Bible 
and Bible history that the end of the world was near and that Christ would return in 1844. 
Ellen Harmon and her family attended William Millers sessions of lectures and prayer 
meetings which were held in the Casco Street Christian Church in Portland, Maine. 

It was reported by the “Maine Wesleyan Journal” that William Miller was a self- 
possessed and ready distinct in his utterance and frequently quaint in his expression. “It 
was reported that Miller held his listener spellbound, speaking for one and a half to two 
hours. At times he carried on make-believe conversations between the objector and the 


inquirer, supplying in a very natural manner of questions and answers."’ 


> White, Ellen G. White, 32. 
® White, Ellen G. White, 34. 


7 White, Ellen G. White, 35. 


7 
The work that William Miller started in Portland continued after his departure by 


Lorenzo Fleming who was the pastor of a local Christian connection. The teachings of 
William Miller of the Second Advent helped Ellen Harmon with her questions of agony 
with her personal conversion as a Christian. After hearing the teaching of William Miller 
on the Second Advent Ellen Harmon had two dreams one visiting the Temple of 

Heaven and the other, she was taken up steps to see Jesus. “I dreamed of seeing a temple, 
to which many persons were flocking. Only those who took refuge in that temple would 
be saved when time should close. All who remained outside would be forever lost.”* 

“Soon after this I had another dream. I seemed to be sitting in abject despair with 
my face in my hands, reflecting like this: If Jesus were upon earth, I would go to Him, 
throw myself at His feet, and tell Him all my sufferings. He would not turn away from 
me, He would have mercy upon me, and I would love and serve Him always. Just then 
the door opened, and a person of beautiful form and countenance entered. He looked 
upon me pitifully and said: "Do you wish to see Jesus? He is here, and you can see Him if 
you desire it. Take everything you possess and follow me."? 

"T heard this with unspeakable joy, and gladly gathered up all my little 
possessions, every treasured trinket, and followed my guide. He led me to a steep and 
apparently frail stairway. As I commenced to ascend the steps, he cautioned me to keep 
my eyes fixed upward, lest I should grow dizzy and fall. Many others who were climbing 


the steep ascent fell before gaining the top. 


8 Ellen G. White, Testimony to the Church, vol. 1 (Mountain View, CA: Pacific Press, 1942), 27. 
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Finally, we reached the last step, and stood before a door. Here my guide directed 
me to leave all the things that I had brought with me. I cheerfully laid them down; he then 
opened the door and bade me enter. In a moment I stood before Jesus. “There was no 
mistaking that beautiful countenance.”!° Ellen Harmon's feelings of agony and despair 
began to fade after having her first two dreams and she became a firm believer in the 
teachings of William Miller. 

Ellen Harmon and her entire family led by her father Robert Harmon accepted the 
teachings of William Miller on the Second Advent of Jesus Christ. Robert Harmon spoke 
openly in the Methodist Church about his belief in William Millers teaching of the 
Second Advent, the second coming of Jesus Christ. The Methodist Church rejected the 
teachings of William Miller and looked upon his theory of the Second Advent as 
erroneous. As a result, the officers of the Chestnut Street Methodist Church felt it 
necessary to separate the Harman family from its membership. Ellen Harmon felt that the 
experience of being removed as members "disfellowshipped" from the Methodist Church 
as quite a very traumatic experience. 

A Methodist minister made a special visit to the Harmon family and we are told 
that their belief in the second Advent and Methodism did not agree. This new strange 
belief in the Second Advent the Methodist Church could not accept. Robert Hartman 
defended his position by stating that the new strange doctrine of the Second Advent that 
Christ himself had preached about to his disciples. Robert Harmon was prepared to quote 
scripture in defense of his new belief in the promise of Jesus Christ himself coming again 


which he believed was the premise of the Second Advent. This doctrine was very 


10 White, Testimony to the Church, 28. 
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old doctrine and was not heresy. The final conclusion was the minister advised Robert 
Harmon and his family “to withdraw quietly from the church and avoid the publicity of a 
trial. But this proposition Robert Harmon refused to accept.”!" 

James Harmon inquired of the church what rules he and his family had violated 
that warranted their removal from the church. The official answer given to them by the 
church was that they “had attended other meetings and had neglected to meet regularly 
with our classes.”!? Robert Harmon and his family were asked to confess that they 
departed from the rules of the Methodist Church and would agree to conform to them in 
the future. Robert Harmon answered, “we deer not yield are faith nor deny the sacred 
truth of God; that we could not forego the hope of the soon coming of our Redeemer; the 
after the manner which they called heresy we must continue to worship the Lord.”!? Ellen 
Harmon and her family were disfellowshipped from the Methodist Church because of 
their refusal to reject their belief in the Second Advent as stated in the message of the 
second angel of Revelation the fourteenth chapter. 

Ellen Harmon and her family continue their belief in the Second Advent and as a 
result. She established a new church that came out of the Millerite Movement which is 


known as the Seventh-day Adventist Church which is a worldwide church. 


'l White, The Early Years, 43. 
2 White, The Early Years, 44. 
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Seventh-day Adventist Church Growth and Structure 


From the time the Seventh-day Adventist was officially established in May of 
1863 to this day, God has richly blessed it with tremendous growth. The SDA church is a 


worldwide church with a structure that consist of thirteen world divisions and two fields. 


Divisions 

1. The East-Central Africa Division is comprised of eleven countries with more than 2.5 
million members worshiping at more than 11,000 churches. 

2. The Euro-Asia Division is comprised of thirteen countries. With 2,000 churches across 
its region. 

3. The Inter-American Division is comprised of Mexico, the Caribbean, Central America 
and the five northern most countries in South America. This division has more than 3.5 
million members, making it the church’s most populous region. 

4. The Inter-European Division oversees the work of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in twenty countries across Central, Western, Southern and Eastern Europe. Its 
headquarters is located in Berne, Switzerland. 

5. The North American Division, this division is the largest sender of overseas 
missionaries and short-term volunteers. 

6. The Northern Asia-Pacific Division is the largest division in the world by population. 
7. The Southern Africa-Indian Ocean Division is the newest division of the world church 
with 2.1 million Seventh-day Adventist Church members. 

8. The South American Division has more than two million members and 10,600 


churches. The division includes Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Falkland 
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Islands, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay, with adjacent islands in the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans. 
9. The South Pacific Division is comprised of Australia, New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, and numerous islands throughout the South Pacific Ocean. It has about 423,000 
members worshiping in nearly 2,000 churches. 

10. The Southern Asia Division is comprised of four countries: Bhutan, India, the 
Maldives and Nepal. It has more than 4,000 churches. 

11. The Southern-Asia Pacific Division includes the southeast Asian countries of 
Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Vietnam, as well as 
Pakistan. 

12. The Trans-European Division encompasses twenty-two countries, was first organized 
in 1928, and reorganized in 2012. 

13. The West-Central Africa Division extends from Mauritania in the northwest, 
Republic of Congo to the south, and Chad in the northeast, it is comprised of twenty-two 


countries. 


Fields 
1. The Middle East and North Africa Fields is comprised of twenty countries. The region 
is bordered by Morocco to the west, Iran to the east, Turkey to the north and Sudan to the 


south. The population of the region is about 500 million people. 
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2. The Israel Field has a membership of nearly 900 members amid a population of 7.7 
million. There are thirteen Adventist congregations in the country.!* 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is organized from the local church to the 
General Conference, with a representative form of church government. This means the 
church is built on each individual member, but the authority in the Church comes from 
General Conference, the president and the executive committee. Executive responsibility 
is given to representative bodies and officers to govern the Church. Four levels of Church 
structure lead from the individual believer to the worldwide Church organization. 

The local church is made up of individual believers with a local pastor or pastors. 
The local conference, or local field/mission, is made up of a number of local churches in 
a State, province, or territory, which have administrative responsibility. The union 
conference, or union field/mission, is made up of conferences or fields within a larger 
territory (often a grouping of states or a whole country), which have administrative 
responsibility. The Unions form divisions and fields. Divisions and fields have 
administrative responsibility for particular geographical areas. Divisions and fields 


constitute the General Conference. 


Reason for Disfellowshipping SDA Church Members 

Though the SDA church has powerful worldwide ministries, it is not perfect and 
has room for improvement. The same orthodoxy practice that unfairly disfellowships 
members in the SDA church is seen in its refusal to ordain woman as ministers though 
they do the same work as men and work just as hard. The SDA church would fail without 


4 “World Church,” Seventh-day Adventist Church, accessed January 22, 2019, 
https://www.adventist.org/en/world-church/. 
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the ministry of woman. In the early to the mid part of the twentieth century, as the SDA 


church was experiencing growth, it removed Christian Jews from the SDA church in 
Europe and separated African American from the mainstream SDA church in America. 
These actions are not supported by the church manual but disfellowshipping members are 


supported by the SDA church manual as seen in the 1932 SDA Church Manual. 


1932 SDA Church Manual 
Reasons for Which Members May Be Disfellowshipped. 


To cut off a member from fellowship with the church, which is the body of Christ, 
is always a very serious matter. This is the extreme measure that can be meted out 
by the church. Only after all efforts have been made to turn an earring member 
from his evil ways, should this means of discipline be used. Members can 

be disfellowshipped only by a majority vote of those present and voting at any 
regular Sabbath morning service or any properly called business meeting of the 
church. There are a number of reasons for which members may be 
disfellowshipped. These reasons may be summed up as follows:1. Loss of faith in 
the fundamentals of the gospel and the cardinal teachings of the church, or 
teaching doctrines contrary to the same. 2. Open violation of the law of God, such 
as worship of idols, adultery, fornication, stealing, swearing, Sabbath breaking, 
willful and habitual falsehood, fraud or 100 Church Manual willful 
misrepresentation in business, disorderly conduct, which brings reproach upon the 
cause, and the remarriage of a divorced person, except the innocent party in a 
divorce for adultery. 3. Refusing to recognize church authority or to submit to the 
order and discipline of the church. 4. The use of alcoholic liquors, or aiding and 
abetting in their manufacture or sale, and the use of tobacco.!> 


2016 SDA Church Manual 
In the 2016 SDA Church Manual, the word disfellowshipped has been changed 


and softened by using the term “Reasons for Discipline.” 


‘5 “Church Manual General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists Issued by The General 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists 1932,” Adventist Archives, accessed January 22, 2019, 
http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Resources/ChurchManuals/CM 1932.pdf. 
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The reasons for which members shall be subject to discipline are: 1. Denial of 
faith in the fundamentals of the gospel and in the fundamental beliefs of the 
Church or teaching doctrines contrary to the same. 2. Violation of the law of God, 
such as worship of idols, murder, stealing, profanity, gambling, Sabbath breaking, 
and willful and habitual falsehood. 3. Violation of the commandment of the law 
of God, which reads, “You shall not commit adultery” (Ex. 20:14, Matt. 5:27-28), 
as it relates to the marriage institution and the Christian home, biblical standards 
of moral conduct, and any act of sexual intimacy outside of a marriage 
relationship and/or non-consensual acts of sexual conduct within a marriage, 
whether those acts are legal or illegal. Such acts include but are not limited to 
child sexual abuse, including abuse of the vulnerable. Marriage is defined as a 
public, lawfully binding, monogamous, heterosexual relationship between one 
man and one woman. 4. Fornication, which includes among other issues, 
promiscuity, homosexual activity, incest, sodomy, and bestiality. 5. The 
production, use, or distribution of pornographic material. 6. Remarriage of a 
divorced person, except the spouse who has remained faithful to the marriage vow 
in a divorce for adultery or for sexual perversions. 7. Physical violence, including 
violence within the family. 8. Fraud or willful misrepresentation in business. 9. 
Disorderly conduct which brings reproach upon the church. 10. Adherence to or 
taking part in a divisive or disloyal movement or organization. (See p. 59.) 11. 
Persistent refusal to recognize properly constituted church authority or to submit 
to the order and discipline of the church. 12. The use, manufacture, or sale of 
alcoholic beverages. 13. The use, manufacture, or sale of tobacco in any of its 
forms for human consumption. 14. The use or manufacture of illicit drugs or the 
use, misuse, or sale of narcotics or drugs without appropriate medical cause and 
license. 


The Process of Discipline 
The process of discipline takes place; When grievous sins are involved, the 


church has two ways in which disciplinary measures must be taken: 1. By a vote 
of censure. 2. By a vote to remove from membership.’ 


Political Reasons for Disfellowshipping SDA Church Members 
During the Second World War, some of the Seventh Day Adventist leaders in 


Germany and Austria embraced and participated in anti-Semitism. The outcome of many 


‘6 Secretariat General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, “Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Manual,” 19" rev. ed., updated 2016, accessed January 22, 2019, 
https://www.adventist.org/fileadmin/adventist.org/files/articles/information/seventh-day-adventist-church- 
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SDA churches siding with Hitler's anti-Semite Germany and Austria was catastrophic for 
Adventist Jews. 

In August of 2005, Adventist Church leaders in Germany and Austria released a 
declaration of regret for participating in support of Nazi activity during the second World 
War. One of the principal writers of this declaration was Dr. Rolf Péhler, a former North 
German Church area president, who is now that region’s theological advisor. Part of the 
Declaration which states, 

Noting the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II, Seventh-day Adventist 

church leaders in Germany and Austria have released a declaration saying they 

“deeply regret” any participation in or support of Nazi activities during the war. 

The church bodies “honestly confess” a failure “in following our Lord” by not 

protecting Jews, and others, from that era’s genocide, widely known as the 

Holocaust. Millions of people perished from war atrocities, including more than 6 

million Jews who were exterminated in Nazi persecutions during the 12-year 

period of 1933 to 1945.17 
Adventist publications wrote articles which glorified Adolf Hitler and agreed with Nazi 
Germany's anti-Semitic ideology. The church leadership at the General Conference and in 
Germany and Austria during this time did not take a stance against the anti-semitism in 
Germany and Austria during World War II. As a result, several Seventh-day Adventist 
churches expelled members of the Jewish heritage. 

Dr. Daniel Heinz also a member of the board who wrote the Declaration of 
apology, who is a church activist at Friedensau University and studied Adventist activity 
during the national Socialist era stated, “I think during these times the official leaders of 


our church were afraid of losing the control over the church and losing the church 
because the political authorities had already ... [confused] our church with the Reform 
7 “General Conference Europe: German, Austrian Churches Apologize for the Holocaust 


Actions,” Adventist News Network, accessed January 22, 2019, https://news.adventist.org/en/all- 
news/news/go/2005-08-15/europe-german-austrian-churches-apologize-for-holocaust-actions/. 
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movement,” he explained. “I think our leaders were afraid to lose the official recognition 
of our church, so therefore maybe they were not [as faithful] to our beliefs as would have 
been necessary.”!® 

Dr. Rolf Pohler, points out reasons why the Seventh Day Adventist Church took 
the stance it did drawing the second World War in Germany and Austria. ““We had to 
realize that one wrong statement, one wrong move by a person meant he could end up in 
a concentration camp,” Pohler said of that era. “[That was the] reason why we excluded 
and ‘disfellowshipped’ Jewish-born Adventists from our midst: If a local church had not 
done this, [the Nazis] would have closed the church, taken the elder to prison and it 
would have meant the whole church would be forbidden.” 

The SDA Church in Germany and Austria refused to allow the church 
to be a safe haven for all of its members especially their Jewish members who lived 
under the hatred of a satanic dictator of Germany and Austria. There answer was to 
‘disfellowshipped’ them, and because “German and Austrian Adventist congregations 
“excluded, separated and left [church members who were] ... of Jewish origin to 
themselves so that they were delivered to imprisonment, exile or death.””° There 


were indeed many SDA in Germany and Austria during the Hitler era who sacrificed 


everything to protect and save Jewish lives. 


'8 “General Conference Europe: German, Austrian Churches Apologize for the Holocaust 
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Persistent Black SDA Pastor in the Face of Segregation 

As the Second World War was coming to an end, the SDA Church in America 
was faced with a similar decision of what to do with SDA African Americans just as the 
SDA Church in Germany and Austria had to make a decision during World War II 
about what to do with Jewish SDA. The SDA Church leadership, which was all white at 
the time, decided to segregate the church forming Black Conferences, which were called 
Regional Conferences "Colored Conferences." 

Most black SDA pastors in America in the early to mid-twentieth century were 
educated and trained at Oakwood Manual Training School or Oakwood Junior College 
now Oakwood University. During the early to the mid twentieth century, young black 
pastors forged forward from the Oakwood School, pastoring all over America and 
especially in the South. Segregation was a problem in the SDA church. At the turn of the 
century into to twentieth century, the SDA church grew, and the black work grew as well. 
However, racism and segregation continued in the SDA church just as it did in the 
American culture. Those in the SDA church with the decision-making power did not 
collectively take a stand against the segregation in the church. As a result, the segregation 
and racial problem grew; and it affected different levels of the church organization. 

After years of not finding a Holy Spirit led resolution, the General Conference 
leadership presented the idea that the only solution would be to have “Colored 
Conferences” to segregate the SDA Church, which was comparable to the actions of the 
country. The black church had concerns about how they would survive on their own but 


after much prayer and planning, the pastors accepted their fate and agreed. The General 
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Conference voted to have “Colored Conferences.” As a result, Colored Conferences 
named “Regional Conferences were formed in 1944, affecting both the black work and 
the entire Adventist Church in the United States.”! 

Many of those who were pioneers in the Advent Movement which identify itself 
as God's remnant church still embraced the sinful ideology of racism, discrimination and 
segregation against black people that existed in America. Is it possible for a church to be 
aremnant church of God? Yet, at the same time, have division in the church on the 
matter of race; therefore, engaging in segregation against blacks, not accepting and 
embracing them fully into the faith without exception? A remnant church is a church of 
principle, “The world does not so much need men of great intellect as of noble character. 
It needs men in whom ability is controlled by steadfast principle.” 

At the inception of the SDA Church, black SDA pastors were men of principle. 
They were willing to work in abusive situations in order to do the will of God because 
they believed in the word of God. At the start of the SDA church, God’s holy angles 
protected black ministers so they could preach the gospel to an abused and exploited 
people that He deeply loved. “There is no need to doubt, to be fearful that the work will 
not succeed. God is at the head of the work, and He will set everything in order."”* This is 
what the early Black SDA pastor believed. The early Black SDA pastor worked from a 
spiritual influence that says: “We want to see people come to Jesus. We want to see 


people in heaven with God forever. We want to see people become devoted followers of 


21 Delbert W. Baker, Adventist Review, February 25, 1993, 17. 
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Jesus Christ.”4 This was the desire of black pastors and they were willing to work, in 
a segregated church in order to bring people to Jesus Christ. Black pastors preached the 
gospel in the early years under the threat of being disfellowshipped if they were not 


willing to work in a segregated SDA Church. 


Ellen White Sent to Australia by the SDA General Conference 

Could it be possible for the architect of SDA Church to feel the threat of being 
disfellowshipped by the SDA General Conference? Ellen White, Ellet Waggoner and 
Alonzo Jones dedicated General Conference workers. They traveled around America 
preaching and teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. At the 1888 General Conference 
Session, they learned that the church leaders were displeased with some of their 
teachings. “At the 1888 General Conference Session held at Minneapolis, we know 
today that our church rejected the message of the two main speakers. The latter are now 
famous names in Seventh-day Adventists history — namely Ellet Waggoner and Alonzo 
Jones. By some of the older of our ministers, both were regarded as two young 
‘upstarts.’”2> 

In the 1888 General Conference Session, it was later revealed that Andrews 
Olsen, president of the General Conference, and the church leaders rejected the message 


of the two main speakers Wagner and Jones. Before and after the 1888 General 


Conference, Ellen White toured America with Wagner and Jones in order to preach and 


4 Rick Richardson, Evangelism Outside the Box: New Ways to Help People Experience the Good 
News (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 17. 
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teach the gospel of Jesus in large churches and Camp Meetings. The purpose was to 
preach and teach the message of “righteousness by faith,” which they had previously 
delivered in Minneapolis in 1888 and until 1891. The president of the SDA General 
Conference, Andrews Olsen, who served as General Conference president from 1888 
until 1897, and other church leaders became opposed to their teaching of righteousness 
by faith and found it necessary to abruptly stop them from these teachings. As a result, 
President Olsen and the church leaders split up White, Wagner and Jones who were 
General Conference employees. This was done because White, Wagner and Jones 
believed in the message of righteousness by faith and refused to stop teaching these 
principles. In an effort to positively make sure that these teachings would stop the 
General Conference, they sent Ellen White to Australia, Ellet Waggner to England, and 
Alonzo Jones was kept in America. 

Ellen White who was the architect behind starting the SDA Church was forced to 
remain in Australia from 1891 through 1900 by President Olson and the church leaders. 
President Olsen and the church leadership banished Ellen White to Australia, the only 
other recourse, if she had not cooperated and gone to Australia would have been to 
disfellowship her. So, Ellen White was banished to Australia. In 1896, Ellen White wrote 
President Olson, and she points out at the time she was sixty-nine years old and, in her 
letter, she states, “I do not suppose I shall ever revisit America. I shall be 70 years old 


next November””’She also stated. “Our separation from Battle Creek was to let men have 


26 White, “Why did Ellen White go to Australia?” accessed February 3, 2019, 
http://theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/Articles(EGW)/EGW Australia.htm. 
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their own will and way, which they thought superior to the way of the Lord.””’ Battle 


Creek Michigan at that time was the headquarters for the Seventh Day Adventist Church. 
Ellen White also stated to President Olson and the church leaders the, “Lord was 
displeased for he has set us to stand at the wheels of the moving Machinery at Battle 
Creek.” 

This action to separate Ellen White, Wagner and Jones caused her to re-evaluate 
the purpose of the SDA Church. She also stated to Olsen, “Formality and hypocrisy and 
selfishness are weaving themselves in with sacred and holy interests, with the duties 
connected with the various branches of the work.””? Ellen White strongly believed church 
leaders and laity must work harmoniously to advance and spread the Gospel of Truth and 
that barriers should not be in place to restrict the work of God. As a result, it allows the 
enemy to have his hand in the management of restricting the spreading of the Gospel and 
saving precious lives. 

White’s beliefs were not in total agreement with the SDA Church. The SDA 
SDA leadership was in a quandary about what to do with Ellen White. They dare not 
disfellowship her, so they banished her to Australia in her senior years after a lifetime of 
service. After she was permitted to come back to America, she remained faithful to SDA 


Church until her death at the age of eighty-seven on July 16, 1915. 


27 White, “Why did Ellen White go to Australia?” accessed February 3, 2019, 
http://theprophetstillspeaks.co.uk/Articles(EGW)/EGW Australia.htm. 
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Conclusion 

Every human was created by God as a result of His love for them, therefore every 
human belongs to God and God only. God never removes humankind from Him. God 
is continually trying to draw humankind to Him. 

It is possible to find or use any reason to disfellowship someone from the 
church of the living God. The SDA Church has a history of misusing its power in 
disfellowshipping its members. There are reasons for disfellowshipping members from 
the church. For example, when someone openly defies and speaks evil against God and 
the church. However, no one should be disfellowshipped because of their race. It is the 
duty of the church to be a safe haven for all of its members and to stand with them and 
protect them. No group of people or no one should be segregated from the church this is 
another form of disfellowshipping people. Jesus Christ died for all humankind and if the 
church represents Jesus Christ, then it has a sacred duty to minister to all, just as Christ 
died for all. As long as there is a church there will be those who commit sins. For those 
who believe in Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and as identified in John 3:16 and 17 
“for God so loved the world and that whosoever believeth in him,” the text does not say 
he who is without sin. The SDA Church should be less concerned with how the church 
looks, because the church is made up of sinners, and more concerned with accepting 
sinners as Christ does. 

Dr. John Graz, who is with Public Affairs and Religious Liberty for the SDA 
headquarters and General Conference states, “For those who believe in God’s love for 
every member of the human family, against any kind of discrimination based on race, 


religion or gender, this declaration written by a generation which had no responsibility in 


73 


the Holocaust and the war, but endorse the responsibility of their parents, will stand as a 
positive landmark and great encouragement.”°? 

Dr. John Graz makes a powerful statement in reference to the disfellowshipping 
and discrimination in the SDA church based on the treatment of Jews during World War 
II. That same quote condemning discrimination can also apply to disfellowshipping 
members who commit open sin based on the part of his quote which says for those who 
believe in God’s love. There are many Christians who commit open sins who believe in 
God’s love. Human beings will make mistakes, but they should not be publicly 
humiliated for those mistakes or sins. Instead, they should be embraced, forgiven, 
nurtured, taught and reminded of how much God loves them. This is indeed what we all 
need. Further, this should be the mission and purpose of God’s Church. 

Just as church members must ask for forgiveness when they make a mistake, “I 
think it is our responsibility as a church to confess our errors and not hide them, 
especially when human lives are at stake.”*! The church is made up of and managed by 

humans. It will make mistakes and has made mistakes, but God remains faithful 
to His Church. He refuses to turn His back on it. This is the position the church should 
embrace with every member. Every church should seek to grow in Christ continually. 
However, this can only happen if a church continually seeks God for guidance and is 


willing to make changes based on God's guidance, which will ultimately be a blessing to 


30 White, “Why did Ellen White go to Australia?” accessed February 3, 2019, 
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the church. The SDA Church has a rich history and that history, the divine guidance of 


God, should be in its mission and theology. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 

"The mission of the Seventh-day Adventist Church is to call all people to become 
disciples of Jesus Christ, to proclaim the everlasting gospel embraced by the three angels’ 
messages (Revelation 14:6-12), and to prepare the world for Christ’s soon return.” 

Though this is a very intellectual and strong mission statement it is absent of the 
mercy and grace of God and love that Jesus Christ has for sinful mortal humans and their 
desire to save them so that they will live with them throughout eternity, as stated in John 
3:16 and 17. The Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) Church self-proclaims being the 
"Remnant Church of God." A true Remnant Church should reflect the character of God in 
all that they do. The SDA Church from its inception has taken a strong stance on 
protecting the integrity and reputation of the church. This is indeed important for any 
religious organization. The church is made up of sinful fallible struggling human beings 
and without the love of Jesus Christ and the mercy and grace of God all are doomed. 

Humankind's salvation is totally dependent on the love, grace and mercy of God, 
which is seen through the life of His, Son Jesus Christ. God's instruction to His Church, 
pastors and, ministers are, "Let your speech be always with grace" (Col. 4: 6) "that it may 
minister grace unto the hearers" (Eph. 4: 29). In order for the church and pastor to impart 
grace to their parishioners and all humankind, they must follow the example of Jesus 
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Christ. They must have a desire for Christ nature to be formed within them, the beauty of 
His meekness and gentleness and growing in His grace and mercy. Imparting grace is the 
sacred duty of pastors and the church given to them in name of Jesus Christ. God’s 
Church should be an agency of grace carried out by the pastor through the urging of the 
Holy Spirit. The church is God’s holy earthly dwelling place that is open and available to 
all. 

Randy Frazee in his research on the proper functioning of the church found, 
"When the church is fully functioning, it exudes the presence, power, and purpose of 
Jesus Christ.”! This builds the perfect platform for humankind to see God's glory and 
receive His grace. The ultimate purpose of the church is to receive sinners which includes 
all humankind and teach the eternal love of Jesus Christ and through the urging of the 
Holy Spirit. As a result, human hearts can be changed and accept Jesus Christ as their 
personal Savior. It is through the grace of God that all sins are forgiven, and humankind 
is continually restored into fellowship with Jesus Christ. It is through humankind's 
continual fellowship with Jesus Christ that they gain strength from Him and their hearts 
are opened. He comes into their lives and dwells with them which is His eternal act of 
grace. 

Christ designed His church to be the one place on earth where all are welcome, 
Jew and Gentile, the joyful and the joyless, the poor and the wealthy, youth and seniors, 
the healthy and the ailing, the brilliant and the ignorant, the gifted, the inept, saints and 


sinner. There is no earthly agency, secular or religious that has the power, right or 


' Randy Frazee, The Connecting Church: Beyond Small Groups To Authentic Community (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001), 22. 
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authority, to separate one of God's earthly children from Him. Any agency that works in 
opposition to the loving compassion of Jesus Christ knowingly or unknowingly has an 
incomplete understanding of Christ’s eternal gift of redemption, which is free. Though 
the gift of redemption that Christ offers is a mystery it is offered through, mercy, grace, 
and compassion, the virtue given by Christ to humankind which heals the broken human 
heart and renews human soul, due to their sins, which all are victims. Due to the sinful 
state of every human, all are in need of the Savior. Any policy or any agency 
that seeks to separate sinner from the body of Christ has the same spirit of the New 
Testament Pharisees that continually challenged Jesus Christ when He was fulfilling His 
Father’s eternal mission of saving sinners. Ellen G. White the founder and prophetess of 
the SDA Church state it this way: 
Give the erring one no occasion of discouragement. Suffer not a Pharisaical 
hardness to come in and hurt your brother. Let no bitter sneer rise in mind or 
heart. Let no tinge of scorn be manifest in the voice. If you speak a word of your 
own, if you take an attitude of indifference, or show suspicion or distrust, it may 
prove the ruin of a soul. He needs a brother with the Elder Brother's heart of 
sympathy to touch his heart of humanity. Let him feel the strong clasp of a 
sympathizing hand, and hear the whisper, Let us pray. God will give a rich 
experience to you both.” 
All are sinners and salvation for sinners can only be gained through Jesus Christ, without 
exception. For those who are members of a church, if they commit an open sin their 
church should see them just as they are seen in the eyes of God. If that church is a true 
reflection of the character of God, which protects and saves those who sin from the full 


penalty that their sins deserve. Along with His eternal love, forgiveness is one of God's 


most precious gifts, and there are no prerequisite or post requirements to receive it. 


? Ellen G. White, Christ's Object Lessons (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald Publishing, 
1986), 250-251. 
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Isaiah 53:5 tells us that Jesus “was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his stripes we 
are healed.” Therefore, Jesus has already paid the price for everyone's sins and if 
someone commits a sin in secret or an open sin and they ask God for forgiveness, He is 
faithful to forgive them. If someone commits an open sin and ask God for forgiveness 
and the church knows they have asked God for forgiveness, and even if they have not 
asked God for forgiveness and the church disfellowships them, that is a church action 
which does not reflect the loving, forgiving nature of God. Just as God expresses an 
agape love for his children the church should reflect the same type of love through 
compassion, grace and mercy for its member. It seems as if the SDA church is more 
committed to it rules and regulations of disfellowshipping members for committing open 
sins than expressing the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ for sinners. Every sin 
committed by every human is open sin committed in the face of God. It is God alone who 
can truly judge sinners; and he is the only one who can forgive sins which is an act of His 
grace and mercy. 

After the church member has been disfellowshipped, there is a policies that 
requires them to go through a ritualistic process that is governed by a church committee, 
church leaders, and the pastor to evaluate their spirituality to determine if and when they 
are ready to be reinstated into the body of Christ. Once it has been determined by the 
church committee, church leaders and the pastor that the sinner is ready for reinstatement, 
then a mandatory re-baptism must take place to complete the spiritual sanitation process. 
When church leaders and the pastor assumed the position of determining how someone is 


worthy of being forgiven and become a part of the body of Christ, they claim to be able 
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to read a child of God's heart and mind. Therefore, they claim the godly powers of being 


omniscient. All have sinned and are in need of a Savior and only the Savior can justly 
judge humankind. Romans 3:10, says, “There is no one righteous, not even one; All have 
turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not 


even one.” 


Purpose of the Church 

Every church should be God's earthly garden of love. Why should the church of 
punish someone more severely for an open sin than Jesus Christ? Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., in his book Strength to Love stated: Man is a sinner in need of God’s forgiving grace. 
This is not deadening pessimism; it is Christian realism." Every human who sincerely 
ask God for forgiveness of their sins no matter what sin, God is faithful in forgiving them 
at that moment without question and without a ritualistic reinstatement back into body of 
believers. They always remain in the heart of God. The assignment of the church is not to 
protect itself from sin but to reflect, teach and promote the forgiving nature of God. If a 
sinner cannot find refuge in the living Church of God, then where? 

Jesus said, “I draw all men” and He never shames one for their sins; instead he 
covers them with his shed blood. Preston Williams provides a comprehensive study of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s. philosophy on humankind’s love for one another and God's 
love for humankind. He found that "King believed that all individuals have been created 


equal in the image of God and are as a result interdependent and interrelated."* If a 


3 Martin Luther King Jr., Strength to Love (New York, NY: Harper and Row, 1963), 54. 


4 Preston Williams, "An Analysis of the Conception of Love and its Influence on Justice in the 
Thought of Martin Luther King, Jr.," Journal of Religious Ethics 18, no. 2 (Fall 1990): 18. 
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church believes in this philosophy of King, it understands that every member whether 
sinner or saint is equal in the image of God. Therefore, worthy of forgiveness without 
separation from God's Church, which is a true reflection of God's love for humankind. 
When church leaders and pastors disfellowship a member for on open sin, they 
assign themselves as spiritual judges and put themselves in the place of God. No human 
has the divine wisdom to judge another's spirituality. Godly judgment is performed with 
Godly grace and mercy. God's grace and mercy is a mystery to humankind. Humankind’s 
sinful nature cannot dispense grace and mercy as God does because our hearts are absent 
of the agape love that God has for each sinner. 
There is, however, a quality of love which is concerned with the fulfillment of 
the other. This is Christian love, agape. Agape affirms the other in spite of 
whatever pleasant or unpleasant qualities she might have. Agape does not exclude 
anyone or prefer anyone. Through agape the other qualities of love become 
oriented to the other rather than the self.° 
A church which embraces agape love never separates or exclude others from itself. Their 
sins bring them closer which is a reflection of the love and character of God. The church 
is an institution established by God for his service. When the church is functioning 
correctly, it exudes the presence, power, and purpose of Jesus Christ. The 
church is God’s ordained agency through which man can receive the grace of God. 
Pastors are to continually minister to their parishioners calling them out of darkness into 
God’s light, whereby they can see His glory and receive His grace. As God’s ambassador 


the pastor and church leaders have a responsibility to bring humankind together in 


fellowship to worship God. The church has an eternal purpose, and its mission should 


> Elliott Shaw, "All You Need Is Love: Ethics in the Thought of Paul Tillich," Modern Believing 
37, no. 1 (Jan 1996): 28. 
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reflect the mission of Jesus Christ when he was on earth. The church is an institution 
established for God’s service and it has a sacred purpose. 

"The purpose which God seeks to accomplish through His people today is 
the same that He desired to accomplish through Israel when He brought them forth out of 
Egypt. By beholding the goodness, the mercy, the justice, and the love of God revealed in 
the church, the world is to have a representation of His character."° The church was never 
to be an instrument used to judge sinners but to bring sinners to Christ. Every sin that 
humankind commits is an open sin in the sight of God; and he does not disfellowship us 
from his grace and mercy. Instead, he looks on us with empathy and the blood of His Son 
Jesus Christ covers us. 

Not only does the blood of Jesus Christ cover all who ask for forgiveness of their 
sins. Jesus Christ instituted the Last Supper the sacrament of Holy Communion where 
He communed with His disciples and forgave them of their sins. 

Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper is the most sacred and spiritual rituals after 
baptism. Faithful pastors will lead their parishioners in the holy services of communion 
on a regular basis. When pastors lead their parishioners in communion, they receive 
heavenly blessings and the grace of God because of their pastors. Partaking Communion 
is the ultimate reminder of Jesus' sacrifice, His broken body and spilled blood to redeem 
sinful man. Christ’s sacrifice bestowed all the blessings that heaven can supply, which is 


the greatest act of grace given to humankind. 


® Ellen G. White, God's Amazing Grace Daily Devotional (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald 
Publishing Association, 2001), 229. 
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Grace 

The grace of God was freely given to humankind because of the deception by 
Satan. "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men" (Titus 
2:11). "By disobeying the commands of God, man fell under the condemnation of His 
law. This fall called for the grace of God to appear on behalf of sinners. We should never 
have learned the meaning of this word “grace” had we not fallen."’ Grace is a mysterious 
blessing given by God to sinful human beings who truly do not deserve it or qualify for it. 
Grace seeks us out and covers us with God’s heavenly compassion and love. The grace of 
God is a transforming agent which works in secret places of the human heart and is life 
changing and draws sinners to Christ. The grace of God strengthens the conscience so the 
human heart can heed the voice of the Holy Spirit and obey the will of God. God’s grace 
is a heavenly gift freely given to every sinner a gift that is undeserving. God’s grace is a 
perfect attitude expressed towards humankind that humans are incapable of expressing 
towards another because. Grace is driven by the redemptive eternal nature of Jesus 
Christ. God bestows grace to sinners without requirements. The results of God's gift of 
grace is given unconditionally in the face of a forgiving spirit and an act of being 
pardoned, justified by Christ and sanctified in the soul. The grace that God expresses for 
humankind is unchangeable no matter how far they fall into sin. Salvation is God's 
ultimate gift of grace to humankind and humankind has no part or action in God's eternal 
golden gift of grace. No human is wise enough to perfectly judgment another, God is the 


only One who is wise enough to judge humankind. 


7 White, God's Amazing Grace Daily Devotional, 10. 
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Mercy 


God's precious gift of grace always works hand in-hand with his mercy. God's 
mercy towards sinners is an expression of his love drenched with pity for the condition of 
fallen humankind. God always gives his mercy in abundance and it sustains humankind. 
Without the mercy of God, humankind would never survive the relentless assaults of 
Satan's evil schemes, which he so skillfully designs to destroy humankind. God's mercy is 
a miracle that he freely renders to sinful humankind; and without it humankind would 
constantly live in difficulty, affliction, guilt, shame and condemnation. When church 
leaders and pastors disfellowship members for committing open sins, they work in 
opposition to God's gift of mercy. The results are immoral destruction of that precious 
soul by afflicting them with, public guilt, shame and condemnation. These are some of 
Satan's most powerful tools used to destroy humankind and they place a wedge between 
them and God mercy. God is constantly at war to win every soul and the most powerful 
weapons that he uses is his grace and mercy which are seen in Jesus Christ through his 
eternal redemptive love. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. stated: "Without love there would no justice, because 
love enables the self and the other to exist and provides them with the power required to 
assert and possess what is properly theirs or to claim for themselves what is unjustly the 
possession of another."* God's love, grace, mercy and forgiveness is His personal 


gifts to all humankind. His church and pastors do not have the authority to dictate who 


8 Williams, “An Analysis of the Conception of Love,” 21. 
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should receive these heavenly gifts of God by r disfellowshipping a child of God from the 


church of God. These gifts are given freely by God which are gifts of His eternal 
redemptive love for all humankind sinners and saints. 

The scripture testifies that when Jesus Christ spoke, words of grace poured out 
from His spirit off His lips, "know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary" 
(Ps. 45: 2; Isa. 50: 4). God’s instruction to pastors, ministers and church leaders are, "Let 
your speech be always with grace" (Col. 4: 6), "that it may minister grace unto the 
hearers" (Eph. 4: 29). In order for pastors, ministers and church leaders to impart grace to 
parishioners they must follow the example of Jesus Christ. They must have a desire for 
Christ nature to be formed within them, the beauty of His meekness and gentleness and 
growing in His grace. They must keep their own soul health through personal prayer and 
communion with Jesus Christ in order to keep the divine channel of His grace open to 
them in order to impart the blessings of grace to their parishioners. Imparting grace is the 
sacred duty of pastors, ministers and church leaders given to them in name of Jesus 
Christ. "But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon 
me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me. Therefore, whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye 
believed" (1 Cor. 15:10,11). 

Every strategy of imparting God's grace to parishioners by pastors, ministers and 
church leaders starts with God. The living Church of God is the agency of grace and 
should be carried out by the pastors, ministers and church leaders through the urging of 


the Holy Spirit. The church of the living God is to be His holy earthly bank which is 
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never closed and filled with an endless supply of grace. Pastors are His bank managers. It 


is their job to freely deposit grace to their parishioners as God's earthly representative. 

God’s church is a house of prayer "for mine house shall be called an house of 
prayer for all people" (Is. 56:7). Prayer is one of the most effective ways a pastor can 
impart grace to their parishioners. Pastors impart grace to their parishioners by having 
regular prayer services and praying for specifically and personally for the parishioners. 
God will be faithful in hearing and answering those prayers. "The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much" (Jam. 5:16). God has a sympatric ear to faithful 
pastors and their parishioners who have humble hearts and contrite spirits as well as those 
who find themselves deep in sin and broken mentally, physical, and spiritually. God 
acknowledges their dependence on Him through their sincere prayers and His gift of 
compassion. It is through the prayers of pastors for their parishioners that places them 
directly in the presence of God. As a result, their minds and hearts can absorb His love 
and goodness which they extend to their parishioners. When pastors extend the priceless 
gifts of God's compassion, grace and mercy to those who have fallen into sin along with 
prayer for and with them. They can gain victory over every sin and become spiritually 
strengthened in Christ. 

One of the most powerful ways a pastor can impart grace to their parishioners is 
through the preached word of God. The preached word by pastors is a very important 
mission because the gospel of Jesus has the power to prompt a change in sinner’s hearts; 
and so they accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. Preaching the gospel is also one 
of the most powerful ways the pastors can teach their parishioners the love of Jesus 


Christ; and that the windows of heaven are open. God continues to pour out His grace on 


86 


humankind identifying with them and their most pressing needs. Grace “is an act 
whereby God speaks for it is God’s address to the congregation.” 

When pastors are preaching to their parishioners, it is not an act of judgment; it is 
a ministry where the love of Christ is spoken, and parishioners can reflect on the eternal 
love and goodness of God and receive His mercy and grace. One of the most power 
things pastors can do in their ministry is share the grace of God through preaching which 
offers the gift of eternal life to their parishioners. ''But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God" (Acts 20:24). 

It is through the grace of God that our sins are forgiven, and we are continually 
restored into fellowship with Jesus Christ. It is through our fellowship with Jesus Christ 
that we gain strength from Him and our hearts are opened; and He comes into our lives 
and dwells with us which is His eternal act of grace. When pastors preach the everlasting 
gospel of Jesus Christ to their parishioners, they bring them into the presence of God and 
teach them how to live a life totally dependent on God which is living a life under the 


grace of God. 


The Blessing of Pastoral Care for Parishioners 

For a pastor to impart grace to their parishioners, they must truly care for them 
which is pastoral care. Pastoral care of parishioners can be challenging and at times can 
be overwhelming. However, it is a blessing to parishioners. Pastoral care when done 


° Andrew Purves, Reconstructing Pastoral Theology: A Christological Foundation (Louisville, 
KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004), 13. 
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with a Christ centered approach on an intimate personal level, pastors can guide 
parishioners through their troubles, problems, depression, unhappiness, loneliness or 
failures to a state of healing. "Pastoral care is that activity, undertaken especially by 
representative Christian person directed towards the elimination and relief of sin and 
sorrow and the presentation of all people perfect in Christ to God."'° "For the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men" (Titus 2:11). 

In meeting the need of their parishioners, pastors must adapt to their method of 
communication and the communication must always be immersed in patience and love. 
True pastoral care is love and without love in pastoral care, it is useless. Pastoral care for 
parishioners should be done prayerfully by asking God for wisdom and keen awareness. 
Therefore, when their parishioners are having catastrophic situations in their lives, they 
will be most effective in ministering to them with loving patience and compassion as 
Jesus Christ did when He was on earth. "Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our 
God is merciful" (Ps. 116:5). When possible, pastors should help their parishioners deal 
with catastrophe events in their lives by being there for them and if possible, help 
eliminate those damaging situations. As a result, pastors help their parishioners move in 
positive directions in their lives and improve their overall quality of life. 

True pastoral care towards parishioners is an act of grace by being genuine, 
listening, respecting, and having empathy for them. It is through the grace of God that 
pastors are able to develop the human capacity to minister to their parishioners in such 


way that they can feel the grace of God rest on them. 


‘0 Emmanuel Y. Lartey, In Living Color: An Intercultural Approach to Pastoral Care and 
Counseling (London, UK: Jessica Kingsley Publisher, 2003), 23. 
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God's grace is a gift that pastors are to impart to their parishioners and they should 
teach their parishioners how to impart God's grace to others which is done through 
disciplining others. Disciplining other is a grace filled act that reflects the character of life 
of Jesus Christ. Disciplining others by parishioners is an act of grace by the church "the 
body of Christ" witnessing the love of Jesus Christ to those who do not know Him. True 
discipleship is accountability to the will of God. When pastors and parishioners are 
disciplining others, they are teaching them how to build their own personal relationship 
with God. It is through this relationship that they receive blessings and the grace of God. 
In Jesus’ ministry and discipleship, he expressed patience and longsuffering. It was 
through His patience that others received the gift of eternal life, which is a given because 
of God's mercy and grace. True discipleship by pastors and their parishioner reflects 
Jesus’ love, patience, mercy and grace towards humankind. 

A pastor’s ministry must reflect the ministry of Jesus Christ if they are going to 
impart grace on the parishioners. They must have a loving caring nature along with 
humble human nature. "Caring is a fundamental aspect of being human; ‘the human 
being is a being that takes care."'! It was through Jesus’ love for sinners that He willingly 
died to save them. Jesus Christ’s life and death were a living sermon of grace to all 


humankind. 
The Saving Grace of The Holy Spirit 
God's love for humankind is seen in the Unity of the Godhead. The Godhead, God 


the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, "the plural name of God in Hebrew, 


1. Boff, Essential Care: An Ethics of Human Nature (Waco, TX: Baylor University, 2008), 17. 
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which speaks of him as many, tho."!* The Godhead is the center of all that exist and 
without the Godhead noting exist. 

Before sin all creation lived in perfect harmony with the Godhead. After the fall 
of humankind, the Godhead became profoundly active in validating their love for them in 
their sinful state. Each person of the Godhead is distinct but all work for the same 
purpose in expressing to humankind that they are just as loved and important to them as 
they were before they were deceived by Satan. 

God, the Father, seeks to make Himself known through communicating His 
nature to us which is revealed in the creation story as recorded in Genesis chapter one and 
two. Creation and the nature of creation can bring humankind into communion with God 
through receptive minds and open hearts, through which, the eternal glory of God as 
revealed through the creative genius of the work of His hands. God reveals Himself to 
humankind through the human senses. The listening human ear has the ability to 
understand God as He communicates through nature. Observant eyes see the glory of 
God in the beauty of green meadows and fields. The various types of trees tall and short 
as they all point to heaven. All the various types of flowers with their personalities 
expressed in their own unique colors. The beauty revealed in lakes, rivers and seas and 
their refreshing sounds which sooth the human nature. Every amazing living creature 
seen on land in water or flying in the sky speaks of God's of love to share the secrets of 
His amazing imagination with humankind to enjoy daily. The beauty of the heavens 
which is God's crowning glory and blessings over all His creation. Creation speaks to the 
nature and character of God which is eternally filled with grace and mercy. 


2 “Wesley's Notes on the Bible,” Bible Hub, accessed March 25, 2019, 
http://biblehub.com/commentaries/wes/genesis/1.htm. 
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God the Son 

God the Son "Lord Jesus Christ" was one with the Father, "God the Father" from 
the days of eternity, and one with the Father in the creation of the earth and humankind 
lovingly created in the image of the Godhead. After the tragic fall of man, the word of 
God, which recorded the account of the creation story, also predicted the birth of Jesus 
Christ through the inspired prophet Isaiah, "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel" (Is. 
7:14). 

The world had become darkened with sin God declared, "Let light shine out of 
darkness, made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God's 
glory displayed in the face of Christ" (2 Cor. 4:6). God is seen in His Son who was 
reincarnated and born of a woman and came to this sin-filled earth to die for the sins of 


humankind and redeem them back to God which is an eternal act of God's love. 


God the Holy Spirit 

The third person of the Godhead, God the Holy Spirit, has a very special work in 
the salvation of humankind. The Holy Spirit is wide and vast and connected in every way 
to God, the Father, and God, the Son. The heavenly and earthly connection of the 
Godhead is stated in Matthew, "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19). This 
text expresses the desire of the Godhead to restore humankind back to the perfect eternal 


relationship they had with Godhead before sin, and it could not happen without the 
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eternal loving work of the Holy Spirit. Elliott Shaw in his research of Paul Tillich and 


philosophy on God's love for humankind, Tillich stated: "Love expresses itself in 
different ways, but these differences do not conflict with one another. They all represent 
the drive to reunite that which is separated."!? Therefore, God and the Holy Spirit seeks to 
reunite sinners back into the family of God. 

Though the Holy Spirit is a part of the Godhead, He does not seek to be the center 
of attention in reuniting sinners. His work is more of a behind-the-scenes role with 
powerful eternal love. The Father and the Son are more directly and profoundly revealed 
in the Holy scriptures in saving sinners. The almost seemingly secret work of the Holy 
Spirit points humankind not to Himself but to Jesus and what Jesus has done for 
humankind through God, the Father. The Holy scriptures were written by God's prophets 
who were inspired by the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who guides humankind in their 
study of Holy scriptures which puts them in tune with God and offers them salvation 
through the mercy and grace of Jesus Christ. "The mind governed by the flesh is 
death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace” (Rom. 8:6). Another 
precious gift of the Holy Spirit is He cleanses humankind from sin and sanctifies them. 
"And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 
6:11). The holy "Word of God" profoundly teaches, "all virtue and growth in Christian 
holiness is by the power of the Holy Spirit which is the imparted presence of God-in- 


Christ in human life." !* 


'3 Shaw, “All You Need Is Love,” 27. 


4 Lycurgus M. Starkey, Jr., The Work of The Holy Spirit: A Study in Wesleyan Theology 
(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1962), 34. 
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Saving Grace of the Holy Spirit 

T. David Beck in his article, "The Divine Dis-Comfort: The Holy Spirit's Role in 
Transformative Suffering,” he makes a very thought-provoking statement about the Holy 
Spirit. "Too often we neglect to teach that the Holy Spirit is a direct agent in 
transformative suffering."'> The Holy Spirit is a free undying blessing to humankind who 
is ever present, and His divine work is seen and unseen. "The Spirit is the power by 
which Christ releases within believer’s faith, hope, and love."!° Beck points out that 
viewing the Holy Spirit in more contemporary formulations, and pneumatology it 
"emphasizes themes like vitality, creativity, transformative power, divine friendship, and 
liberation."!” It must be pointed out that while these traits truthfully speak of the nature of 
the Holy Spirit, they can also lead to a theological misunderstanding. If these traits are 
not understood and interpreted correctly it can cause humankind to humanize the divinity 
of the Holy Spirit "to the point that we are left with a “vanilla” third Person—a caricature 
in which the Spirit becomes overly friendly and benign."!® 

The danger in this is humankind can gain a skewed view and understanding and 
see the grace of the Holy Spirits blessings as routine and typical. The primary work of the 
Holy Spirit is transformative work on the minds and hearts of humankind. It is through 
the transformative work of the Holy Spirit along with the grace of God and the redeeming 


‘5 David T. Beck, "The Divine Dis-Comfort: The Holy Spirit's Role in Transformative Suffering," 
Journal of Spiritual Formation and Soul Care 2 no. 2 (Fall 2009): 199. 


'6 Beck, “The Divine Dis-Comfort,” 200. 
"7 Beck, “The Divine Dis-Comfort,” 200. 


'8 Beck, “The Divine Dis-Comfort,” 200. 
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power of Jesus Christ that suffering, and sin is eliminated, and forgiveness of sins takes 


place. Ever act and action executed by the Holy Spirit whether comforting, calming, and 
consoling or disturbing, distressing, and disconcerting comes from the wisdom of the 
oneness of the Godhead. It is an intentional sacred maneuver by the Godhead through the 
Holy Spirit in order to dispense the blessings of justice, grace, and mercy for the purpose 
of delivering sinful humankind into the eternal loving hands of Jesus Christ so that He 
can present them to God His Father. "He saved us, not because of righteous things we 
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 


renewal by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). 


Conclusion 

Once we have accepted Christ as our Savior, it is the Holy Spirit who continually 
leads us to Jesus, which is our assurance of eternal life. What is the basis for this 
assurance? Jesus' substitutionary death is the eternal act of love that reconciled us with 
God. It is through Jesus' forgiveness that sets us free to live a new life as God's beloved 
children as we live under the divine influence of the Holy Spirit. "Those who live in 
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires" (Rom. 8:5). 
The same almighty Spirit of life that raised Jesus from the dead is active in us and makes 
us, who were once spiritually dead, alive. "But if Christ is in you, then even though your 
body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness" 
(Rom. 8:10). 

Without the Spirit of Christ, humankind would not be the children of Christ, 


therefore, we would not belong to Him. "You, however, are not in the realm of the 
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flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if 


anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ" (Rom. 8:9). It is 
because of the everlasting blessing of the Godhead we have the internal testimony of the 
Holy Spirit which dwells in us by grace. Through heavenly grace, the Holy Spirit testifies 
to us that we are children of God through the redemption of Jesus Christ, therefore, we 
are heirs of God and heirs with Christ. "Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs 
of God and co-heirs with Christ" (Rom. 8:17). Through His compassionate grace, the 
Holy Spirit seals in our hearts with the promise that we truly belong to God. Because we 
have heard, accepted, and believed the gospel of our salvation, we became sealed in Jesus 
through His love with the grace of the Holy Spirit, who is given to us as a pledge of our 
inheritance. "In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own 
possession, to the praise of His glory" (Eph. 1:13-14. Every believer through Jesus Christ 
may have this certainty of God's gift of eternal inheritance through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The work of the Holy Spirit in many ways seems very complex; but there is a 
virtuous simplicity in the work of the Holy Spirit which is, its harmonized work with 
God, the Father, and God, the Son, to secure our salvation. Every human was created by 
God as a result of His love. Therefore, every human belongs to God and God only. 

God never removes humankind from Him. He is continually trying to draw humankind to 


Him. 
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It is possible to find or use any reason to disfellowship someone from the 
church of the living God. Though there are times when it is necessary to disfellowship a 
member for the most egregious offenses against God's and the church, when someone 
openly defies God and speaks evil against God, uses the things if God to commit sin 
against God's Church and God's people. For example, the sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas misused the things of God. The SDA Church has a history of misusing its 
power in disfellowshipping its members. The true church of God is a safe haven for all of 
its members and stand with them and protect them, not just those who seem righteous, 
but also those who have, in their times of human failure and brokenness, fell into sin. 

Jesus Christ died for all humankind and if the church represents Jesus Christ then 
it has a sacred duty to minister to all just as Christ died for all. "It is the 'blood' of life and 
therefore has many forms in which dispersed elements of life are reunited."!? It is 
Jesus' shed blood at His death that is a holy act of love that reunites the lost sinner as one 
back to Christ and therefore into the living church of God. As long as there is a church 
there will be those who commit sins but for those who believe in Jesus Christ as their 
personal Savior and as identified in John 3:16 and 17, "for God so loved the world that 
whosoever believeth in him." The text does not say he who is without sin. The SDA 
Church should be less concerned with how the church looks because the church is made 
up of sinners and more concerned with accepting sinners as Christ does and allow the 
Holy Spirit to do what only Holy Spirit can in converting the human heart. 

There are many Christians who commit open sins who believe in God’s 
love. Human beings will make mistakes, but they should not be publicly humiliated for 


'? Paul Tillich, Systematic Theology: Life and the Spirit History and Kingdom of God, vol. 3 
(Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 1963), 134. 
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those mistakes or sins. Instead, they should be embraced, forgiven, nurtured, taught and 
reminded of how much God loves them. This is indeed what we all need, and it should be 
the mission and purpose of God’s Church. 

The church is made up of and managed by humans and it will make mistakes, but 
God remains faithful to His Church and He refuses to turn His back on it. This is 
the position the church should embrace with every member. Every church should seek to 
grow in Christ continually. 

The act of Christ pleasing His Father and coming to this sin-cursed, He became a 
substitute for humankind and man's sins. With the light of heaven, Christ brought love to 
those who were not loved. He brought hope to those who were hopeless. He showed 
compassion for those who were broken. He brought with Him from heaven the grace and 
mercy of his Father which is offered to everyone who accept it and those who reject it. It 
is Christ desire to reunite humankind with God; and therefore, they would never again be 
separated from Him. 

When Satan deceived Adam and he sinned that caused him and all humankind 
to separate from the face of God. When humankind is restored back to God through 
Christ and believing in God once again, they will be face-to-face with God just as Adam 
and Eve were before they sinned. The greatest gift that humankind has ever received was 
the Son of God because it is only through Him that they have an advocate and can be 
saved through their belief in God. This gift of salvation through Christ is a heavenly gift 
of living throughout all eternity never being separated from God and His Son, Jesus 
Christ. The gift of salvation is for sinners is the divine work of the church to bring broken 


sinners to Jesus Christ and then through the mercy and grace of God witness the life 
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changing work of the Holy Spirit and God accepting them into his eternal heavenly 


church. Though God does need the Church to bring sinners to Him, it is His desire that 
the church be his authorized messenger and representative ministering to those in the 
church and out of the church. 

A church who is God’s true representative is supportive of their members when 
they find them in the difficult situation of having committed in open sin. They are willing 
to look beyond the sin and evaluate whether that precious soul may need professional 


help along with spiritual guidance and compassion. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


INTERDISCIPLINARY FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 

If a person intentionally hurt themselves with physical trauma that was life- 
threatening and had to be rushed to the hospital for treatment in order to save their life, 
once they arrival at the hospital if the doctors and healthcare professionals refuse to do so 
because of inquires that imply self-inflection. Instead of treatment, they person was 
punished by being given a step wise pre-treatment protocol that they would have to 
complete in order to prove they were no longer a danger to themselves. Once the step 
wise medical protocol method of punishment had been completed then the doctors and 
health care professionals would administer treatment for their self inflected injuries and 
physical trauma. Not only would the patient have the physical scars from their self- 
inflected injuries, but they would also have emotional and psychological scars from the 
step wise medical protocol method of punishment from doctors and healthcare 
professionals, which would cause additional damage of pressing feelings of guilt. 

If this were to actually happen to someone, they would be extremely leery about 
ever going back to that hospital that doctor and those healthcare workers and most likely 
to any hospital and doctor or healthcare workers. They would be reluctant because if they 
got hurt or if they hurt themselves, they will be concerned about being punished before 
they received their much-needed medical treatment. Medical treatment which could 
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physical heal them or save their life, but they would also have to deal with the emotions 


of guilt of getting physically hurt whether their fault or not. 

The problem with guilt is it causes "depression, anxiety, hostility, fear, tension 
and, in more serious cases, psychosis are really ailments of the conscience — symptoms 
that result from violating the conscience's promptings and refusing to live honestly and 
responsibly."! 

The Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) Church has a doctrinal stand to disfellowship 
member for committing open sins. This doctrinal stand not only caused feelings of guilt 
for the one being disfellowshipped, it also creates negative psychological issues for the 
member being disfellowshipped. Psychological issues of low self-esteem, lack of trust in 
the church, church leaders and pastors, and in some cases, struggling with trusting God. 
Also anger, resentment, confusion, anxiety, and frustration are side effects of this 
maltreatment. Not only are there psychological issues for the one being disfellowshipped, 
but possibly for those who implement the disfellowshipping process. These psychological 
issues have the capability of destroying the church from the inside out as well as 
destroying members who are in desperate need of being ministered to with love and 
compassion which can lead them to Jesus Christ or gain a closer relationship with Christ. 

After Adam and Eve sinned. They became ashamed when they saw themselves 
naked. They made clothing from fig leaves to cover themselves and smother their guilt. 
Their self-guilt began to dictate how they behaved. When their Lord and maker came 
looking for them, they hid themselves from him because of the psychological guilt they 
had. God asked them why you hid yourself from me. It was because they were naked 


' Paul Martin, “Sin, Guilt and Mental Health: Confession and Restitution as Means of Therapy,” 
The Christian Century 92, no. 19 (May 21, 1975): 526. 
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which points to their guilt for their sin. As a result of their guilt, they began to have a 
psychological problem. The psychological problem of passing the blame for their sinful 
actions and the guilt. Jesus asked Adam, "Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” The man "Adam" said, “The woman "Eve" you put 
here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the LORD God 
said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” Sin was designed by Satan. It is his weapon which inflicts 
wounds of guilt which causes deep psychological problems. 

The only hope that humankind has for their guilt is the love of Jesus Christ as 
seen in the plan of redemption which offers salvation. God's loving plan of salvation was 
laid out before the creation of the world through the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. It 
is through the belief in the plan salvation that humankind has hope which aids in dealing 
with the guilt of sin, God's psychological answer for the broken human soul. The 
definition of psychiatry is, 'significantly, "treatment of souls.""? Right after Adam and Eve 
sinned, they began to have unfamiliar feelings about themselves which caused the strange 
action of hiding from their God. This was a psychological response to their guilt and 
shame which only God had the answer to which was to restore them back to himself. A 
process that God commissioned sinful humankind to participate in so they could be a 
vital part of expressing love and compassion for one another just as God does for every 
sinner. Therefore, participating in the heavens mission of restoring humankind spiritually 


and psychologically making them whole once again. 


? Martin, “Sin, Guilt and Mental Health,” 526. 
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Psychological Healing for Broken Sinners 


At creation, God gave Adam and Eve everything that they needed in order to 
survive. The creation of the earth was sustained by the life-giving breath of God and it 
was perfect without blemish and it represented the perfection of God’s character. The 
perfection of earth was beyond description at the end of day six of creation. God 
meticulously had everything ready for Adam and Eve before He created them. Even 
though their physical needs were taken care of, they had the Tree of Life to sustain them 
for eternity. They would have been broken mentally, psychologically, and spiritually if 
God would have created them and left them to themselves. God's love for Adam and Eve 
was sensitive and tender and filled with compassion. He ministered to their spiritual, 
psychologically and social needs as perfect humans. 

God spoke directly to Adam and Eve, “And they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day” (Gen. 3:8). If they recognized God’s voice 
as He was walking in the garden, this must have been a common practice for God to talk 
to Adam and Eve. "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them" (Jn. 10:27). Therefore, 
God walked and talked with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, and they were able to 
behold the glory of God. It was through these personal encounters with Adam and Eve 
that God ministered to their spiritual, psychologically and social needs face-to-face. 

If Adam and Eve needed God to minister to their spiritual, psychologically and 
social needs as perfect human beings than it must be impossible for sinful humankind to 
live a healthy spiritual, psychologically and social life without God in their life. After the 


fall of man, God still ministered to the spiritual, psychologically, and social. When His 
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Son came to this earth, He resumed the face-to-face ministry to humankind's spiritual, 
psychologically, and social needs. 

Every method in serving the spiritual, psychologically and social needs of 
humankind that God used was motivated by His eternal love and was done with 
tenderness, sympathy, and compassion. God was sensitive to humankind’s sinful state. It 
was Jesus Christ’s mission in life to not only serve the spiritual psychological and social 
needs but to also teach these divine attributes to his followers and the religious leaders of 
His day. The purpose of the teaching was so they could serve the spiritual, psychological, 
and social needs of their fellow humans especially the "least among men." 

As Jesus Christ’s representatives, pastors, and ministers are commissioned to 
serve the spiritual psychologically and social needs of their parishioners and everyone 
they minister to. For pastors to effectively serve the spiritual, psychologically, and social 
needs of their parishioners, they must be mindful to always serve with the same type of 
loving compassion that the Jesus Christ showed. Pastors must include the parishioners in 
their congregations to also serve one another's spiritual, psychologically, and social needs 
and those who have professional expertise in various areas can be a huge asset in 
assisting the pastor. 

The church is the body of Christ, which is the family of God; therefore, pastors 
should be intentional in creating a family environment throughout the congregation. As a 
result, parishioners will be more willing to serve each other's spiritual psychological and 
social needs. One of the most effect ways pastors can create a family environment within 
their congregations is through preaching the word of God with a central theme of the 


redemptive love of Jesus Christ on a regular basis. "Christian worship celebrates the God 
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who has chosen to enter our human frame of reference, to participate in our troubled 


condition, and to affirm human existence by sharing in its contingency, suffering, and 
death." Preaching this theme can create a family type atmosphere among the 
parishioners because it magnifies God’s love for each person, and it places everyone at 
the foot of the cross as sinners in need of the Savior. It also points out that we are all lost 
without God which creates a mindset for parishioners to work together. Therefore, serve 
one another's spiritual, psychologically, and social needs. This helps strengthen all in 
Jesus Christ who are a part of God's church. 

One of the most effective ways pastors can serve the spiritual, psychological, and 
social needs of their parishioners is through home visits. Every pastor is the shepherd of 
their flock. They are to take personal care of each individual sheep and this is best done 
through home visits. Home visits show the parishioners that their pastor truly cares about 
them and can make a personal connection with each family and minister to their specific 
spiritual and psychologically needs. Through home visits, pastors have the opportunity to 
pray with each family and have a meaningful conversation with them on an intimate level 
about their feelings of guilt their fears, pain, sadness, anger and discouragements along 
with their joys, and their moments of celebration, their feelings of contentment and their 
happiness. Home visits by pastors to a family or individual member who has not been to 
church for some time can be a life changing and life-saving experience for that family or 
member. 

Zacchaeus was converted and saved because Jesus visited him in his home in a 


social setting and ministered to his spiritual and psychological needs. "And when Jesus 


3 Thomas C. Oden, Care of Souls in the Classic Tradition (New Jersey, NJ: Fortress Press, 1984), 
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came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, 
and come down; for today I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, 
and received him joyfully. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any man by 
false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation 
come to this house, forestomach as he also is a son of Abraham" (Lk. 19:5-9). Jesus 
restored Zacchaeus, by ministering to him and not condemning him for his sins. This act 
of compassion by Jesus saved him from the psychological damage of guilt and restored 
him fully into the body of believers in Christ. 

God has commissioned pastor to go into all the world and be a witness. "And he 
said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mk. 
16:15). When pastors are actively engaged in spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
His loving and forgiving nature, it can encourage their parishioners to also engage in 
spreading the gospel along with them. It will have a profound effect on their spiritual, 
psychological, and social lives; because they will witness the power of the Holy Spirit 
having a positive effect on the people. When pastors and their parishioners are involved 
in ministering to others, if they do it from a holistic point of view their ministry will more 
effectively, serve the spiritual, psychological, and social needs of those congregants. 

Jesus' ministry was holistic. He ministered to the soul, body and the mind. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ was pure a message and was life changing to people's spiritual life 
with physical healing and mental restoration. This is the same ministry and service to 


man that He wants pastors and their parishioners to engage in. Holistic ministry to others 
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is a service of mercy and grace which helps to transforms a person's entire life and this is 
what Jesus did in his earthly ministry. 

"According to biblical theology, God is the ground of human and human-divine 
relationships and hence the only One who can meet all human needs."* However, "the 
relationship between humans and God; God’s restoration of a close relationship with 
humans through Christ."° 

A poor paralytic was brought to the house, where Jesus was preaching and 
teaching, and the large crowd was blocking the door. Out of service to this poor paralytic, 
with mercy and compassion for him, his friends broke open the roof and let him down 
into the presence of Christ. With sensitive loving compassion, Jesus healed the man 
saying "Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house" (Mk 2:11). When 
pastors and their churches are serving the spiritual, psychological, and social needs of 
parishioners, there will be times when they must be willing to do things that may seem 
odd or not in the normal or logical framework of life. With willingness to serve their 
parishioners, this may be the key to the human-divine relationships that can meet human 
needs and heal them physically and psychologically through having their sins forgiven. 

As pastors work to serve the spiritual, psychological and social needs of their 
parishioners many times the most challenging areas are the simple everyday issues which 
can become complicated and overwhelming. These everyday issues are due to the 
pressures of life and have the ability to cave in, break down, and affect a person’s self- 


worth. The end result is an unhealthy individual which affects their spiritual, 


4 Maureen Miner, “Spiritual Satisfaction of Basic Psychological Needs and Psychological Health,” 
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psychological and social life and prevents them from experiencing life to its fullness. 
When pastors have parishioners, who have fallen into this unhealthy existence, it is 
important that they find ways to serve these spiritual, psychological and social needs. 
"Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy 
soul prospereth" (3 Jn. 1:2). Psychologists Ryff and Keyes published six categories of 
psychological well-being, which are known as the Ryff's Six, which are “self-acceptance, 
personal growth, purpose in life, positive relations with others, environmental 
(surroundings) mastery and autonomy."° Psychologist Martin Seligman published a 
model of five competencies which he also suggests a healthy well-being is achieved 
through which are: "positive emotion, engagement, relationships, meaningfulness, and a 
accomplishment."’ 

These categories of well-being are important for people to have in order to live 
healthy lives spiritually, psychologically, and socially. Most often pastors have 
parishioners who need ministering to in these areas. This can be an overwhelming and 
daunting task and the pastor may not have the professional expertise to minister to all 
these needs of their parishioners especially in the area of behavioral science. However, 
that does not excuse them from this part of their ministry. They must serve their 
parishioners needs which will in the end result build healthy parishioners spiritually, 
psychologically, and socially. As a result, it will build healthy churches spiritually, 


psychologically, and socially. 


© Tricia A. Seifert, The Ryff Scales of Psychological Well-Being, Center of Inquiry, University of 
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The most effective ways this can be done is if the pastors have the knowledge to 


minister in this area and to put into place structured programs where they can serve these 
specific needs of their parishioners. If the pastors do not have the knowledge to minister 
in these areas and they have parishioners who are professionals in the area of behavioral 
science, they can work with them and set up programs in the church to minister to those 
parishioners who are in need of professional help. In churches where there is no 
behavioral science professional, the pastor may have to bring in a professional from 
outside the church and set up programs to serve the parishioners who need help. 

"Then I will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed 
them; he will feed them himself and be their shepherd" (Ez. 34:23). When the well-being 
of each parishioner is served than their spiritual, psychological, and social needs are also 
served. This is the responsibility of the pastor because their parishioners are the flock that 
God gave them to shepherd. It is the desire of Satan to rob humankind of their peace by 
attacking their minds. This is the most effect way to destroy someone if you can find an 
entrance into the human mind than you can control their soul. When the things of God are 
allowed entrance into the human mind this helps bring balance in living in a sinful world. 
"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). 

Satan finds clever ways of entering the human mind and destroying their peace, 
therefore, destroying the soul. Sadly, in so many ways, he does it by cleverly using the 
things of God, the church, church traditions, pastors and church leaders. The Church of 
the Living God at times fails to fully understand the value each human and how precious 
each human is to God. We allow Satan to deceive us just as he deceived Adam and Eve. 


He uses or misuses the church, pastors, church leaders and the Holy Word of God as his 


108 


personal instruments of deceptions for the purpose of condemning. These actions can 
cause a broken sinner to fall into a deep psychological state of guilt. Satan so cleverly 
uses the things of God as his weapons of evil deception against humankind, many times, 
the result is guilt that leads to devastating psychological damage. "The true principles 

of psychology are found in the Holy Scriptures." Therefore, when we properly use the 
word of God, the psychology of healing, the human soul mentally, physically, and 
spiritually is found there. It is a representation of the loving, restoring, compassion, grace 
and mercy of Jesus Christ. 

When a member of the church is disfellowshipped for committing an open sin that 
is an abusive embarrassing act. When an already broken, hurt child of God is 
disfellowshipped, it is public display of being judged, punished and out casted. This is a 
humiliating process that is extremely degrading and damaging, spiritually, and 
psychologically. It serves no purpose in building the kingdom of God; and it is the exact 
opposite of what Jesus did when someone was brought to him who was caught engaging 
in open sin. When someone is disfellowshipped, they have to deal with all of the 
psychological implications of being erased from the church role. Therefore, erased from 
the intuition that represents God. As a result they may feel as they have been separated 
from God which can promote anxiety, a psychological response of "distress or uneasiness 
of mind," which then triggers a negative physiological response that causes intense, 
excessive and persistent worry and fear. Fast heart rate, rapid breathing, sweating, and 


becoming emotionally drained are also side effects of these actions. If the person who has 


8 Ellen G. White, Mind, Character, and Personality, vol. 1 (Nashville, TN: Southern Publishing 
Association, 1977), 369. 
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been disfellowshipped decides to endure the reinstatement process they can experience 
all of these psychological emotions and physiological response again. 

"The term psychology was associated with religion from the sixteenth to the 
nineteenth centuries, yet most scholars offer a fleeting glance at religion when 
psychological origins are discussed. The relationship, however, between these disciplines 
is surprisingly involved. Psychology has frequently been caught in the no man's land 
between science and faith." 

Psychology of religion is not expressed in perfect values based on scientific 
expressions. It is a collection of observation based on the collection of individual 
experiences with profound outcomes. These outcomes are based on individual 
temperaments and character and how they view Jesus. The constant of those who have 
been disfellowshipped is the experience of negative feelings of separation as they pass 
through a dark journey of confused feeling. The experience usually leads to humble, 
helplessness and, powerlessness and anger. No matter if they feel helplessness or self- 
assurance they are deeply affected psychologically and experience a profound changed in 
their heart, mind, spirit, and soul. They experience a troubled conscience wondering how 
God feels about them and will He have an open ear to their prayers which is 
psychological and spiritual brokenness. They may question whether their soul will ever 
have resting peace in Jesus Christ; therefore, they may experience feelings of 
psychological unrest. God was not the author of sin. It was a consequence of 
humankind’s freedom of chose. Humankind has the freedom of choice that could have 
been wrong choices, which resulted in psychological damage. This damage was foreseen 


° Ralph W. Hood and Bernard Spilka, “A Chronological Overview of the Psychology of 
Religion,” Religious Studies and Theology 31, no. 2 (2012): 129-146. 
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by God and He put into place an eternal psychological solution through His only begotten 


Son, through which, humankind can receive everlasting life. This is the eternal spiritual 
and psychological healing is for all who believeth in him. However, that belief must not 
be breached by God’s earthly spiritual representative who are commissioned to teach 
others of the love of God and unfold his grace and mercy to them so they can freely and 
continually receive all of God’s wonderful gifts. Gifts that keep humankind in balance 


psychologically and free from guilt which is needed in their sojourn on earth. 


Mentally Healthy Church 

The church of the living God is His institution and His holy representative on 
earth. It is a body of believers that worship Him and ministers to others within the church 
as well as outside of the church. The SDA Church, which is a part of God’s earthly 
Church, embraces this ideology with one exception. It has a doctrinal belief that when a 
member commits an open sin, they must be punished for it by being disfellowshipped 
followed by a reinstatement ritual after they prove that they have been fully sanitized of 
that sin. God designed the church to be a place where all sinners are accepted. Even those 
who commit open sins because all are in need of the Savior, Jesus Christ. Jesus looks 
upon every sinner the same, all have sinned and all sin the same. Every sin committed is 
an open sin in the face of God. 

Disfellowshipping members who commits open sins has a deep psychological 
component to it. Dictionary.com defines disfellowship as "(in some Protestant religions) 
the status of a member who, because of some serious infraction of church policy, has 


been denied the church's sacraments and any post of responsibility and is officially 
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shunned by other members."!° Though in the SDA Church disfellowshipped members are 


not shunned by all members, there is an element of being shunned which is being 
separated from being a part of the church as a member and in the service of God. 
Although the church is a religious organization, it also has a strong social order. When 
someone is disfellowshipped they are being excluded from the social element of the 
church and this can be damaging to their psychological health. 

"Social exclusion is distressing to most people because the fundamental needs to 
belong, control, and maintain self-esteem are compromised when one is rejected. Social 
exclusion is a form of peer victimization."!' Those who commit open sin in the SDA 
Church and face the possibility of being disfellowshipped, this is negative religious 
support which can cause a loss of faith in the church and church leaders who represents 
God. This misrepresentation can cause a skewed understanding of true forgiveness. The 
church should be the one place where all can go and receive encouragement, love and be 
strengthened; and also taught that God is a forgiving compassionate God. When a 
member is disfellowshipped, they can experience emotions vastly different then love 
forgiveness and compassion which is "negative effects associated with social exclusion, 


including social withdrawal, anxiety, and depression." i 


10 “1T)isfellowhshipped,” Online dictionary, accessed March 12, 2019, 
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/disfellowship?s=t. 


‘| Alva Tang and Ayelet Lahat, "Neurodevelopmental Differences to Social Exclusion: An Event- 
Related Neural Oscillation Study of Children, Adolescents, and Adults," American Psychological 
Association 19, no. 3 (2019): 520. 
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Depression is one of the most destructive and damaging emotions that a person 
can experience. When churches misuse religion and spirituality as a way to control or 
place guilt on those who commit sin, studies show that the misuse of religion and 
spirituality by churches can be a factor for its members to experience bouts of depression. 
“There have likewise been numerous studies on the relationship between religious 
beliefs, spirituality, and depression.” '? For example, using religion as a method of 
controlling its members can cause depression and using religion as a way of measuring 
someone's spirituality can also cause depression. 

Using the church and religion as a spiritual measuring rod can makes a person feel 
that they are unworthy; and they will never measure up to the spirituality and doctrines of 
that particular church. This can compound the feelings of social exclusion. Kouchaki in 
her research found that people who "experienced interpersonal exclusion were more 
likely to engage in unethical behaviors and, as expected, the relationship between 
ostracism and greater unethical behavior was mediated by the level of physiological 
arousal elicited by social exclusion."'* When the SDA church disfellowships members 
because of open sin which is unethical behavior, than it is likely that person will engage 
in more open sin that can be more damaging to their wellbeing. 

If a church is a true reflection of Christ’s character, attending church should 
soothe the spirit and calm the human soul. The church should be a safe haven that frees 


all who come with the troubles of this world to see Jesus Christ. The church should never 


'3 Abd'l-Missagh Ghadirian, “Depression: Biological, Psychosocial, and Spiritual Dimensions and 
Treatment," The Journal of Baha'i Studies 25: 25-60. 
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be a place that creates additional troubles and problems for their members, especially 
those who are committing open sin because they are in desperate need of the love and 
compassion of Jesus Christ. God never intended for his church to be an earthly courtroom 
to judge the sins of others. "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). "Those who are most ready to excuse or justify themselves in sin are often most 
severe in judging and condemning others."!> 

God's holy church and those who represent God as church leaders and pastors 
should never use the church to pass cruel judgment and severely rebuke others. 
Humankind is much too flawed to accurately judge others. "Moral judgments are used for 
social regulation—to curtail and reform other people’s behavior. If these judgments were 
often misguided or out of proportion, they would be ineffective at regulating others’ 
behavior."!® 

Churches who severely punish those who commit open sins by disfellowshipping 
them, lack the ability to accurately judge them and are ineffective in regulating their 
behavior. When someone falls into sin it is likely because of feelings pain and suffering 
in their life and are in need of the true love of the Jesus Christ that can be felt in their 
hearts. The first thing the pastor and church should do when a member is involved in 
open sin is pray for and with them and offer themselves as a willing friend of God to 


encourage them during their darkest hour. This will help them remain stable 


psychologically, which will make it easier for them to see and feel the working 


'S Ellen G. White, Conflict and Courage (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald Publishing, 2005), 
154. 
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compassionate hand of Jesus Christ and feel His love in their lives. "Assessing the 
emotional states of others is fundamental to empathy. Kennett has theorized that empathy 
provides a rich and perhaps singular source of information that moral agents need to 
gauge the effects of their actions."!7 

The most fundamental act of empathy that any moral agent the 'pastor and church’ 
can express for one who commits open sin is prayer. Prayer is the most powerful resource 
owned by every moral agent. Prayer is an act of thinking and communicating with God; 
and it promotes hope in the belief that God will forgive sins and change lives by hearing 
the voice of a sinner. When someone who falls into sin and are surrounded by loving, 
praying members of the church, it is encouraging, uplifting and strengthens them 
psychologically, emotionally, and spiritually. It teaches the member that God hears the 
voice of a sinner. Every open sin that someone commits, presents the opportunity for the 
church to come together with that person and pray as a community of believers working 
together for the salvation of one precious soul. Every prayer prayed by the pastor and 
church community asking God to forgive sins is an opportunity for God to forgive sins, 
heal the human heart, and comfort the mind which promotes good psychological health. 

God desires to have a deep relationship with each of His children. He also wishes 
to have a deep relationship with His church. It is also God's desire for His church to be a 
relational church and for the pastor and church leaders to have a positive and uplifting 
relationship with the members. In order for a healthy Christ-centered relationship to take 
place in the church between the pastor, church leaders, and members, there has to be 
trust. If a church is known for disfellowshipping members who fall into sin, it makes it 


Abigail A. Marsh and Elise M. Cardinale, "Psychopathy and Fear: Specific Impairments 
in Judging Behaviors that Frighten Others," Emotion 12, no. 5 (Oct 2012): 897. 
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much more difficult to build a relationship that based on trust. "Relationship is a key 


factor in seeking reconciliation, which intuitively makes sense."!* For those pastors and 
churches who believe a relationship with its members is important, they would be serious 
about building a Christ-centered relationship with their members and disfellowshipping 
would not be a part of their common practices. Disfellowshipping members should only 
take place if someone publicly defied God and spoke evil against God and His church 
and seeks to destroy the church. 

When the SDA Church disfellowships a member for committing open sin, it can 
cause emotions of social isolation which results in loneliness. This is in opposition with 
the church building a Christ-centered relationship with their members. "Both loneliness 
and social isolation pose a number of health risks. They have been linked 
diverse health outcomes like depression, reduced cognitive functioning, and reduced 
immune functioning. Not surprisingly, loneliness and social isolation are thus also 
associated with mortality."!° 

Disfellowshipping members for committing open sin can cause problems with 
feelings of loneliness and social isolation. "Both loneliness and social isolation are 
associated with poorer health behaviors including smoking, physical inactivity, and 
poorer sleep. Each is also associated with health relevant biological processes including 


higher blood pressure, C-reactive protein, lipid profiles, and poorer immune 


'8 George Tsakiridis, "Guilt and the Science of Emotion: How Does Prayer Fit?" Zygon 48, no. 4 
(Dec 2013): 890-907. 
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functioning."”° Not only can the act of disfellowshipping a member cause loneliness and 
social isolation, but it can also cause destructive feelings such as "negative emotions 
which evokes felling of powerless, remorse, tension, and regret which promotes the 
destructive emotions of guilt, and shame."”! The danger with "feeling guilty 

about one’s own moral transgressions can lead people to engage in physical self- 
punishment."”” 

To publicly shame someone for doing wrong can be so humiliating and damaging 
that they embrace the shame to protect themselves and continue on that destructive path. 
"Shame, for instance, can actually inhibit corrective behavior, suggesting that it may also 
play a role in predicting confession or subsequent behavior."** Shame, can actually 
inhibit corrective behavior. Therefore, shame associated with disfellowshipping a 
member can become a compounded negative problem for them. Also, it is very likely that 
they may seek professional help to recover from the emotional damage of being 
disfellowshipped. 

In every situation when someone is deceived into committing an open sin if the 
pastor and their church is a relational church it will minister to the spiritual, 
psychological, and emotional needs to the parishioners. If a pastor and their church is a 


relational church and sensitive to the emotions of its members, especially when someone 


?° Timothy B. Smith and Julianne Holt-Lunstad, "Loneliness and Social Isolation as Risk Factors 
for Mortality," A Meta-Analytic Review (March 23, 2015): 4. 
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is experiencing the dark seasons in their lives, it will safeguard the mental health of that 
member. A relational church is based on being a Christ-centered ministry. In a Christ- 
centered ministry, the focus is not only on a person's spirituality but also on their 
psychological health. A relational church well not wink at sin but will teach the love of 
Jesus Christ who gives humankind the power to overcome sin, through the urging of the 
Holy Spirit. A relational pastor and church will minister to its members with the 
compassion of Jesus Christ and not in a fashion that would cause them to have feelings of 
guilt and shame, which can promote the agony of anxiety and the darkness of depression. 
A relational pastor and church will be sensitive and loving enough to minister to 
every member and uplift then no matter how deeply broken and hurt or how far they fall 
into sin. When Jesus Christ ministers, He was interested in the total person saving them 
from sin with acts of compassion and mercy boosting their self-esteem and creating a 


healthy psychological spirit in them. 


Conclusion 

It is the desire of Satan to rob humankind of their peace but attacking their soul. 
Satan finds clever ways to destroy humankind's piece in an attempt to destroy their soul. 
In so many ways he does it by cleverly using the things of God, the church, church 
tradition, pastors and church leaders. In the Church, there are times when it does not fully 
understand the value of each human and how precious each human is to God. Often 
times, we allow Satan to deceive us as he deceived Adam and Eve into using the things of 
God to condemn broken sinners causing them to fall into a psychological state of guilt. 


Many times, the result of this guilt leads to psychological damage "true principles of 
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psychology are found in the Holy scriptures."”* Therefore, when we properly use the 
word of God the psychology of healing the human soul mentally, physically, and 
spiritually are found there. It is a representation of the loving, restoring, compassion, and 
grace and mercy of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ, in his earthly mission to save humankind, had to pay a price and the 
cost of that price was guilt. In order for Jesus Christ to save humankind he had to be the 
sin bearer for all the transgressions of humankind. He could not bear those transgressions 
without bearing the guilt of those transgressions. After Satan deceived Adam and Eve 
their personal guilt was the first emotion that they displayed through hiding from God. 
When Adam and Eve realize that they could not hide from God, they tried to transfer 
their guilt to each other by blaming the other for their sin in an attempt to cleanse 
themselves of the nasty feeling of guilt. This was an emotion that they were not supposed 
to experience and could not handle as humans. Guilt is an evil weighted psychological 
burden designed by Satan to place a wedge between humankind and God in order to 
destroy humankind. 

Human shame is a psychological tool of Satan that he inflicts humans who have 
fallen into sin and are dealing with guilt. Guilt and shame work hand in hand condemning 
the human soul, casting a dark shadow over their spirit, crippling their ability to 
understand their own human value and how valuable they are to their Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. However, the beauty in human shame is that Jesus Christ can identify with 
human shame. As he died on Calvary’s cross, He was covered with shame as the sky 
turned dark. Christ suffered shame for the sins of humankind so they could be counted 


24 Ellen G. White, Mind, Character, and Personality, vol. 1 (Nashville, TN: Southern Publishing 
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worthy substituting their painful feelings of shame with his approval and a spirit of 
rejoicing. 

The darkness of anxiety was designed by Satan to cause psychological grief for 
the soul and torment the mind in an effort to blind the human heart of the grace and 
mercy that God stands ready to extend and give to every human in order to remove the 
yoke of anxiety from around their neck. It is God's desire to remove the confusion human 
anxiety and replace it with his divine peace; he says "take my yoke upon you and learn of 
me for I am meek and lowly in heart and you shall find rest upon your souls" (Matt. 
11:28-29). It is only through God that we may find true rest in peace. As representatives 
of God, when someone falls into sin it is the same sympathetic understanding love that 
the church, church leaders, and pastors should offer every sinful broken child of God and 
they will find rest for their souls. 

Depression is a powerful debilitating psychological emotion that Satan uses to 
destroy those who are broken and desperately in need of the Savior. The feelings of 
depression can be life threatening. The psychological response to depression is one's life 
standing on dangerously unstable ground with unfavorable conditions surrounding them 
causing the human heart to be drenched with sadness that naturally leads the mind to 
doubt God, and the promises of God. The emotion of depression Satan so cleverly uses 
on broken sinners, it weakens their faith and destroys their courage. They are in desperate 
need of the Savior. At all cost this a psychological emotion that must be addressed. 

When one of God's precious sheep falls into sin he goes and looks for them and 
finds them and puts them on his shoulder and brings them back into the flock. When a 


church member falls into sin Satan has pre-designed for them a pathway straight to 
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depression and if the church and the pastor does not take the same measures that Jesus 
Christ does to save one sheep, what is the purpose of the church? When a church member 
falls into sin it is the job and duty of pastors and church leaders to minister to them; and 
assure them that they are valuable and loved by the church and God. In cases where this 
is not done, it is possible that they could plunge into deep depression and the end result 
for them could be catastrophic. 

If the church disfellowships someone for committing an open sin, which could be 
a cry for help, did they placed that person on Satan's plan of depression which has the 
ability to destroy them spiritually and psychologically. When someone falls into sin, the 
church and pastor should do everything in their power to rescue them just as Jesus did 
with the lost sheep in his parable. All life is a gift from God and belongs in the hands of 
God. Suicide is an act that God never wanted any human to participate in. They are not 
their own. Every life belongs to God. Every Bible-believing Christian, who is a member 
of a church, should understand and know that God's kingdom is built on humankind and 
that every soul is precious. Suicidal thoughts are Satan's agencies which distract the 
human mind from the love, grace, and mercy of God. Suicidal thoughts are designed by 
Satan to corrupt the mind with his own evil sinister plans with the ultimate satanic goal of 
crushing the spirit and crippling the soul and spirit, and a final result of destroying their 
body. This is diabolically opposite to what Jesus Christ desires for every soul. Every 
church, church leader, and pastor should have the same desire for every soul just as God 
does. God's desire is to save every human being. Satan's desire is to destroy every human 


being. 
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It is very easy for a person's life to spin out of control because of a sin they have 
committed, the psychological effects of the guilt associated with that sin it can promote 
thoughts of destroying one's self. Christian people commit suicide just like those who do 
not claim Christianity. It would be a sad commentary to know that a church had the 
ability to save someone by extending the same grace, mercy and forgiveness that Jesus 
gives to each of us when we sin; but instead, they found it necessary to disfellowship 
them because of committing a sin whether public or private. The psychological response 
to being disfellowshipped has the ability to be catastrophic and further destroy someone 
who is in desperate need of compassion. "In the Christian tradition, patience is linked to 
humility and becomes a central expression of Christian faith, hope, and love.” 

If a church has the same mission for each member, each soul as God does it will 
cover sinners, protect, and assure them that God's grace is sufficient, His blood covers 
their sins, he died that they may have life abundantly, and life eternally in heaven with 
their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. So, with the policy of disfellowshipping members 
who commit open sins does that policy reflect the mission of God? If a church's policy of 
dealing with the lost "sinners" is not the exact same policy and mission of God than it is 
their own policy and mission. God’s mission for saving sinners is the only mission that 
exist and if a church that is one with Gods mission it will reflect in their ministry. 

In order for a church to have the same mission as God, it must be multi- 
dimensional in how its ministers to its members just as God is multi-dimensional in His 


methods of saving those who fall into sin. A church that is multi-dimensional in serving 
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its members should have programs that reflect the compassion of Jesus Christ which 
helps them work through the painful situations of their sins. As a result, healing from 
their sins and the emotional and psychological pain that they may have experienced. With 


an end result of accepting God’s forgiveness and His eternal love and salvation. 


CHAPTER SIX 


PROJECT ANALYSIS 


Introduction 

One of the worst days and of my life was because of a bad decision and I had to 
tell my parents. It was a spring day in 1980, when I was a sophomore at Oakwood 
College, I had to tell my parents of a life-changing mistake. I had engaged in premarital 
sex with my girlfriend (who is now my wife Mary) which resulted in her becoming 
pregnant. One of the reasons why this bad decision proved to be one of the worst days of 
my life, was because I never wanted to do anything to cause my parents pain, 
embarrassment, and unnecessary stress. Another reason why this was one of the worse 
seasons of my life was because I knew how my church, the Oakwood College, Seventh 
Day Adventist, (SDA) Church and the pastor of the Oakwood College Church, a Black 
SDA Church, would respond to my open sin. 

The SDA Church promoted their pastors as God’s representative who expressed 
the characteristic seen and expressed in Jesus Christ which is compassion, forgiveness, 
grace, and mercy. Though my pastor, at the time, was an excellent administrator and a 
good preacher, he did not tolerate open sin from his parishioners. When they committed 
an open sin, he showed them no mercy, grace, or compassion, they were 
disfellowshipped. This rigid intolerance of open sin was indorsed by the Oakwood 
College Church board and leadership. It was also the practice of all the Regional (Black) 
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SDA churches at that time. Every baptized member of the Regional SDA church was 


required to live a life of perfection in the eyesight of God and the church and anything 
outside of spiritual perfection will not be tolerated. 

Due to my open sin, I was disfellowship from the SDA church and the process 
was degrading, humiliating and embarrassing because it was publicly known. I also 
experienced feelings of being cut off from God and living in a state of crisis. If "our 
relationship with God is broken, and we are spiritually disconnected from Him. When I 
unplug a lamp, the light goes out. The same has happened to us. We are cut off from the 
One who made us, give us life, provides for our needs, and give us purpose. We might fill 
our lives with things that make us feel alive feel meaningful or feel hopeful but it's 
nothing that will ever replace what we're missing from the life-giver."! 

Every church should be a safe haven, a place for spiritual healing, and building 
one's relationship with their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The SDA Church promotes 
itself as God’s church, a chosen vessel, where its members can fellowship with one 
another and Christ as they worship and connect with God. A heavenly place on earth 
where the wisdom of God is seen. A place that is the Lord’s family and brotherly love is 
expressed, in blessing of hope which symbolizes heaven. 

Many of those who have been disfellowshipped do not believe it is a practice that 
reflects the character of Jesus Christ. They also feel that the church turned their back on 
them at a time when they need their church to show them love compassion, grace, and 
mercy of Jesus Christ. At the time when many of those who were disfellowship for open 
sins were experiencing issues in their lives that were difficult to deal with which 
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prompted them to make unwise choices. Before disfellowshipping a member, far too 
often SDA Churches does not inquire or take time to understand the emotional state of 
mind or the situation that person was in, at the time they committed their open sin. In 
many cases, when a member was disfellowshipped, the pastor and the church board did 
not have adequate knowledge about that person and their life to fairly judge them and 
pronounce the discipline of being disfellowshipped. Disfellowshipping a member from 
the Church of the Living God is a fruitless act. It has no bearings on how God judges. 
The salvation of every soul is judged by God and God only. Disfellowshipping members 
for committing open sins can causes them frustration, guilt, and anxiety which are 
psychological conditions that negatively affect their mental state. 

The discipline of disfellowshipping a member can also cause them to experience 
feelings of rejection and what can be birth out of feeling of rejection is bitterness. 
Bitterness is such a lethal emotion that it can be self destructive. When someone is 
disfellowshipped from the SDA church for committing an open sin and they experience 
bitterness, not only is it self-destructive, they often turn that bitterness towards the church 
and God. Their bitterness can also cause spiritual problems for them in their relationship 
with Jesus Christ, by not fully understanding why He would allow them to have to deal 
with the public humiliation of being disfellowshipped when he's the one who promises 
forgiveness and the church is his representative. The emotions of bitterness can produce 
confusion and pain. After someone has been disfellowshipped from the SDA Church and 
they are living in the valley of bitterness, it can cause further problems such as mental 


and emotional problems. These mental and emotional problems can rob them of joy and 
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peace and possibly cause them to fall into deep emotional, turmoil, and confusion. Their 


relationship with the church can become tarnished and possibly never restored. 

The SDA church has a fixation on disfellowshipping members for sexual sins 
though both men and woman are disfellowshipped this disproportionately affects woman. 
The SDA church is also very selective about which open sins warrants being 
disfellowshipped. Sins of the flesh are primary in being disfellowshipped and sexual sins 
reign supreme for disfellowshipping, such as fornication, adultery, unwed pregnancy, and 
homosexuality. Other reasons are drug, tobacco and alcohol use are not tolerated. For 
these sins a member will be disfellowshipped and at the least censored. Other sins are just 
as open as these sins and can be destructive to the church and members such as the sin of 
gossiping. Gossiping can be profoundly destructive to someone to the point where it is 
character assassination. However, the SDA church does not disfellowship members for 
gossiping and many others. So, the discipline of disfellowshipping members is unfair, 
unjust and ungodly. 

From the theological perspective, God wants us to avoid sin and the only way to 
do so is through Jesus Christ. All have sinned and salvation for sinners can only be 
gained through Jesus Christ without exception. Members of the SDA church who commit 
an open sin, their church should see them just as they are seen in the eyes of God. One 
who is so loved that they are protected and saved from the full penalty that their sins 
deserve when they ask for forgiveness. Along with His eternal love, forgiveness is one of 
God's most precious gifts, and there are no prerequisite or post requirements to receive it. 
Isaiah 53:5 tells us that Jesus “was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 


iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his stripes we are 
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healed.” Therefore, Jesus has already paid the price for everyone's sin is whether a secret 
or an open sin when they ask God for forgiveness. He is faithful to forgive them. The 
miracle of God’s kingdom is his saving grace which is the plan of salvation through the 
redemptive blood of Jesus Christ. 

This ministry project was a small step in addressing many of these issues. 
Disfellowshipping members does more harm than good to its members and does not 
bring them closer to the church nor God. It causes damages both physically and mentally. 
Yet, this occurs with no recourse for the individual. The ministry project was designed to 
bring people together who have firsthand experience in being disfellowshipped to give 
them both voice, support, encouragement, a space to tell their stories and empower them 


to move toward becoming advocates for justice in this unjust and painful punitive system. 


Methodology 

Ones relationship with God is profoundly, unique, and personal. Ones 
membership in the church should be a rich blessing with Jesus Christ at center where 
each member can continually grow in Christ even if they make mistakes along the way. 
When the church addresses one of its fallen members due to committing an open sin, 
what would be the best method for the church and the pastor to minister to that member? 
I believe the best method for the church and the pastor to minister to a member who has 
engaged in open sin is to minister to them though the ever-present voice of compassion, 
grace, and mercy. 

The SDA church uses the method of disfellowshipping members when they 


commit an open sin. Questions must be asked of those who have been disfellowshipped 
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from the SDA church for committing an open sin and how did it affect them. The only 
way to obtain this information is to inquire. It is through this Pastoral Care Ministry 
project that these inquiries were made. Through confidential interviews, pre- and post- 
surveys, freely sharing stories of being disfellowshipped, and observations. This data was 
saved in order to evaluate at the end of the project. After the project ended each 
participant wrote a letter to the SDA leadership about their experience and how the SDA 
church can improve in dealing with members who commit open sins. 

I began planning this project in the spring of 2018 while writing my biblical and 
theological foundations. It was through writing these two chapters that I realized how 
important every human soul is to Jesus Christ. "He is the only complete human being. 
And he is our salvation, our hope, and our sovereign, the head of his church." I was 
compelled to understand how people felt when they were rejected by SDA Church when 
they committed an open sin. When initially planning my project, we were not 
experiencing the Covid-19 pandemic. My project was going to be in a comfortable 
relaxed environment like a park or a botanical garden in a section that could be reserved 
where there would be privacy and the feeling of freedom. The backup plan due to bad 
weather would have been having a conference room reserved which would comfortably 
accommodate at least fifteen people. The key was to have the perfect environment where 
the participants could clearly see, hear, and feel each other's emotions and come to 
understand their experience of being disfellowshipped. Along with encouraging and 
affirming each other in Jesus Christ. Breaks were planed between each session where we 
could relax. Breakfast, lunch, and dinner were planed where fellowship could take place. 


> Larry D. Hart, Truth Aflame: Theology for the Church in Renewal (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan Publishing, 2005), 287. 
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Due to because of Covid-19, we had to abort those plans and do the project on "Zoom" a 
video audio internet platform where we could see and hear one another. Though the 
project was done on Zoom, the schedule procedure for the project remained the same 
even though everyone was in their own home. The procedure and format worked quite 
well for my project. 

In planning my project, I sought the advice of my mentors and professor. They 
suggested to include a chaplain with a doctorate in pastoral care and counseling. Also, it 
was suggested that I utilize an outside observer to assist in my project. Such a person 
would be able to provide assistance in those sessions of the project. Further, the chaplain 
could keep record of important reactions and input of the participants. The chaplain that 
consented to be a part of my project was a female chaplain and her expertise enhanced 
my project. 

A week before the project the participants were emailed the confidential 
interview, and a pre-survey forms which they filled out and returned before the project. 
At the end of the project that evening, the participants were emailed a post-survey and 
were asked to complete and return it to me through email, immediately. The post-survey 
had the exact same questions as the pre-survey, this was done to see if there were any 
changes in their feelings or perspective about being disfellowshipped. The participants 
were also asked to write a letter to the SDA church officials explaining their experience 
of being disfellowshipped and how it affected them and their relationship with the church 
and God. They were also asked to give advice on how changes should and can be made 


improve the practice of disfellowshipping members for committing open sin. 
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Confidential Interviews were designed to understand the participants feelings 
about being disfellowshipped as well as the process in general. I developed the interview 
question and it helped me to balanced what was described in the interview and how those 
thoughts may have changed, become enhanced during the ministry project, or have 
remained the same. It also helped me see if my hypothesis regarding pain, shame, etc. 
was experienced in the process. For example, if they said no to shame, but during the 
process, indicated they were shamed, it can possibly open new insight for them. Everyone 
had their individual copies of the confidential interview, but it was not be utilized within 
the space unless a participant chooses to speak about it during their moments of 
storytelling. The storytelling was free flowing, and everyone spoke as they were able and 
willing to share. Together these measurements were able to tell if the hypothesis was 
proven or disproven and helped to add comment into the paper as to why or why not. 

Pre- and post-surveys were designed with “true or false” questions, feeling 
questions which are organized to show progression of one’s feelings. These questions 
were designed to show change in those feelings during the project and measured these 
changes as it relates to the overall goal. 

Pre- and post-surveys were compared at the end of the day to determine the 
changes, if any, and aide in determining why. If the pre-survey answer were false and the 
post-survey was true, that would indicate that project had a positive impact for this 


change. The pre- and post-survey is limited to ten questions. 
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Observations 

Oftentimes people can say one thing and their body language (facial features, 
movements of arms, hands, etc.), can say another thing. I served as an observer, as well 
as the chaplain. The body language helps to interpret congruency or in congruency 
around what is being said. It also can catch stress possibilities and other behaviors that 
can be addressed by the chaplain. Finally, observation helps me to determine what 
adaptations may need to be made of the scheduled. The agenda was important to my 
project but if it were observed that a participant was uncomfortable or in anguish, it was 
problematic. Therefore, I was determined to make the necessary changes in the agenda to 
assure that the project would be a safe zone for each participant. 

The agenda for the project was in four parts the first part was gathering and 
introduction of myself and participating in an ice breaker activity. The second session 
was the chaplain developing a safe space for the participants in the project. Also, I 
explained my motivation for the project. Session two, consisted of a conversation with 
each participant as they shared their story and the process of being disfellowshipped. 
After lunch session three was a continuation of conversation with each participant as they 
shared their story and the process of being disfellowshipped. Session four, the chaplain 
did the pastoral care section dealing with the biblical, theological and ethical implications 
of disfellowshipping people from the church for committing open sins along with 
reflections. Session four was a due justice and empowerment which was giving power 
back to the participants through the suggestion of writing a letter to the leadership of the 
regional SDA church. At the end of session four, post-surveys were emailed to 


participants and they were asked to complete and return by email immediately. In session 
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five, the participants were given time to talk about how they felt and to provide input on 
the project overall. Finally, evaluation in conversation by me and stating what I took from 
the sessions/project as well and thanking the participants and the chaplain. Closing prayer 


and signing off zoom. 


Implementation 

I began to outline this project in October 2019. In planning this project, I felt a 
deep need for God’s divine guidance and was compelled to first pray to Him for His 
guidance through the entire process. Next, I felt impressed to engage in additions study 
and investigation into the discipline of disfellowshipping members from the SDA church 
for committing open sins. Finally, I prayed and asked God to allow the project to be 
successful and also be helpful to me and the participants who volunteered and were 
willing to take a day out of their week to participate in the project. 

The scripture that sustained through this project was Psalms 121. A Psalms 
written by King David which directs and encourages us to places our confidence in God 
and put ourselves under His protection, guidance and care. It was a positive assurance to 
me that God Himself will guide and direct every stage and event of my life as well as this 
project. God created humankind to worship Him and to look to Him not only as our Lord 
and Savior, but One who guides us through every season of our lives good or bad, sinful, 
or righteous, plenty or lean, joyful or joyless. We have the satisfaction in knowing He is 
and will be the perfect companion who stained and protected us on every step of the 


journey a God who was and is all sufficient for all we encounter. 
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The Seventh — day Adventist Church is a global church with the mission of 


spreading the gospel into all the world, “To every nation, kindred, tongue, and people.” 
In order for an individual to become a member of the SDA Church they must be baptized. 
Before they are baptized, they are encouraged to increase their knowledge of God and the 
SDA church by participating in a series of Bible studies and through this Bible study 
process they become a baptismal candidate. The Bible studies are given to the baptismal 
candidate by a pastor, elder, Bible worker or a knowledgeable church member. Once the 
baptismal candidate completes the Bible studies the pastor and or the baptismal 
committee evaluates whether the baptismal candidate is ready for baptism. If they are not, 
more study and evaluation should take place but for those who are ready they are given a 
baptismal date which is usually within one or two weeks. 

Baptism in the SDA church is baptism by immersion. The baptism ceremony is a 
three-part ceremony. The baptismal candidate must first take an oath publicly in front of 
the local SDA church in which they are becoming a member, usually during divine 
worship on the Sabbath or Wednesday night praying meeting, pleading to conform to the 
twenty-eight fundamental beliefs of the SDA church. Next, they baptized by immersion 
in front of the church by the pastor or church elder. Third, after the baptism they are 
given the right hand of fellowship by the pastor, elders and church members and given a 
certificate of membership into the SDA church. Most people who are Baptized into the 
SDA church are in their late teens, about sixteen and older. Everyone who participated in 
my project were baptized members of The Seventh-Day Adventist Church when they 
were disfellowshipped and were twenty-five years old and older at the time of my 


project. 
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The First Step IRB Approval 

The first step in initiating my project was to receive IRB approval in order to 
proceed with my project. IRB approval to ensure that I was following the correct path to 
ensure the safety of each participant in my project. I proceeded with recruiting 
participants. The avenue for recruiting participants was a sensitive process because there 
are no written records that are available for anyone to access. Consequently, word of 
mouth was the only way for me to begin the recruitment process. This began with me 
speaking with people who I personally knew, who had been disfellowshipped, who are 
members or former members of the Adventist Church. After explaining my project, many 
of them had a desire to be a part. Those who showed interest in my project, we 
exchanged cell numbers and emails. I also asked them if they knew others who had been 
disfellowshipped? Their response was yes. I asked if they would reach out to them and 
see if they were interested in participating and if so, to give them my email and I would 
explain the project even more. Days later, I was contacted by several people and they 
volunteered to participate. We exchanged emails and telephone numbers. I verified the 
preferred method of contacts I received from each of them and promised to be back in 
touch with details. 

From the beginning, one main requirement for participants was that to be two 
years removed from being disfellowshipped. I believed this to be a reasonable time frame 
in which they would have the stamina and emotional fortitude to engage in this topic in 
healthy perspective. All the participants in the project were at least twenty-five years of 


age. Other criterium for entering the process was that they were not be a part of the 
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protected class of persons as described in the human subject process. For example, they 


were not cognitively impaired and not able to understand the process enough to sign an 
agreement to participate; they were not pregnant, or prisoners. They did not have mental 
disabilities or were minors. The confidential interviews had these proactive classes 
included in the application as well as other requirements. An additional safeguard was a 
chaplain present during the entire process. I received my IRB approval on Wednesday 


June 10, 2020. 


The Second Step 

The second step of my project was to find baptized members of the SDA Church 
who had been disfellowshipped. Only baptized members of the SDA Church can be 
disfellowshipped from the SDA church. My project also extended to baptized members 
who were censored and shunned by the SDA Church. 

My project was designed to have no more than fifteen and no less than ten 
participants and both men and women. At the time of the project because of COVID-19 
and other issues I was only able to get a total of seven participants to consent. All seven 
of the participants were woman. Two men initially committed to participate in my project 
and backed out backed a week before the project. Both men wanted their stories to be a 
part of my project (on record) though they did not want to participate. 

One of the men who decided not to participate in my project was disfellowship 
from the SDA Church for committing fornication and his girlfriend became pregnant. He 
stated at the time when he committed his open the sin of fornication, his relationship with 


God and the church was not as strong as it could have been. At that time in his life, he 
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stated he was troubled and need compassion and encouragement from his church. At the 
time of his open sin, his pastor, the church board and many members dealt with him very 
harshly. They brought him before the church board to pronounce judgment on him. The 
pastor was unreasonable and filled with condemnation and felt that he needed to be 
severely punished. This particular man is still very angry with the church forty years later 
and wanted nothing to do with the SDA Church because it did not represent or reflect the 
love of Jesus Christ to him when he needed that most in a critical point in his life. 

The second man who was going to participate in my project was disfellowship 
from church because of a substance abuse problem. He felt that the church should have 
been understanding and helped him in this dark season of substance. As a result of his 
substance abuse problem, he spent time in jail and the church disfellowshipped him. 
Through prayer and surrendering himself to God, he overcame his substance abuse 
problem. God restored his life free of harmful vices; and he was released from jail after a 
shortened sentence. With his drug problems behind him, he felt a need to return to church 
and get re-baptized which he did. On his return to the SDA church, he did not have any 
anger towards the church for their previous treatment of him. He also shared his 
testimony in an afternoon church program effort to help others. After doing so he stated 
that he would never do so again. The reason being though his drug issues were behind 
him and God had forgiven him, some members in the church wanted him censored and 
others shunned him even though he had been nothing less than a faithful servant and 
member. He was torn; and wanted to participate in my project. However, at this point in 


his life, he did not want to go back and relive the unfortunate experience and pain of the 
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past. This man was in a great place; and wanted to move forward with a forgiving heart 


and live the life that God has so richly blessed him with. 


Third Step 

The third step was planning the date and outlining the agenda. Due to Covid 19, 
the only way to proceed with the project was to use an audio video platform. After 
consulting with my mentors, the decision was made to use Zoom, a media platform, 
which was the perfect solution. Also, I consulted with my mentors for suggestions on 
developing the confidential interview, pre-survey, and post-survey forms. I then began to 
solidify the project timeline and decided on the project date which was July 19, 2020. 
The project consisted of five sessions, a morning, and afternoon break, and a lunch break. 
Two weeks before the project began, the participants were sent a confidential interview 
and a pre-survey which they filled out and sent back to me a week before the project. 


These documents were necessary for me to proceed with the project. 


The Day of the Project Sunday July 19, 2020 

The morning before the project started, I had my personal worship and prayed and 
asked God to allow the project to not only be successful but a blessing to the participants. 
I prayed that healing would take place with each participant as needed. After my personal 


worship, I signed on to Zoom at 7:50 a.m. and waited for all the participants to sign on. 
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Session One - 8:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 


Session One consisted of four segments. I welcomed the participants to my 
project and thanked them for taking their time to be a part of my project along with 
explaining the purpose of the project. The purpose was to gather information about their 
experience of being disfellowshipped. Then I lead the group in a morning devotion and 
prayer. 

I gave a formal introduction of the co-facilitator, chaplain. The role was explained 
and purpose, which was to develop a safe space in the project for each participant. 
Additionally, the co-facilitator would provide pastoral care and would present on the 
biblical, theological and ethical reflections on the sensitive topic of disfellowshipping 
members from the body of Jesus Christ. 

The participants were then asked to introduce themselves to each other by 
providing the following information: their names, what they have been doing most during 
this pandemic and to name something funny about themselves? These activities were 
geared toward helping make the participants comfortable and relaxed before starting the 
other aspects of the project. 

Developing a safe space in the project for each participant and providing pastoral 
care for the participants was necessary. Developing a safe space in the project required 
being intentional about how we gather together, how we engage, and how we protect and 
were sensitive to each other's experience of having been disfellowshipped from the SDA 
Church. The following were created and presented to develop a safe space for the 


participants. 
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The release of tension and anxiety was associated with developing a safe space. 
Therefore, each participant engaged in the following two activities. First, the participants 
were asked: What did you leave behind to attend this event? This question was asked 
because many times, we come to meetings, conferences, and projects, with quite a bit on 
our mind. These questions allow everyone to express the fact that they made sacrifices to 
participate in the project and also helped ease their minds and relax them. As a result, the 
participants were more comfortable and able to put important personal things on hold for 
one day in order to be fully present and participate in the project. Everyone participated 
in this activity including the leader of this session. 

The chaplain discussed with us the importance of telling our stories and what 
affect they have on us as well as what do our stories mean to us. The chaplain explained 
how sharing our stories help us but can also be helpful to others. Telling and sharing our 
stories can be therapeutic in soothing our lingering pain and can began the healing 
process. 

After completing these steps, we began to share our stories. I shared my story 
with the participants of being disfellowshipped from the SDA church in my sophomore 
year of college for engaging in premarital sex with my girlfriend. She became pregnant as 
a result. I expressed how dehumanizing the total process of being disfellowshipped made 
me feel. Being disfellowshipped damaged my faith in the church and caused me to 
question my relationship with God. I also questioned God's love, self-worth and the 
process robbed me of true introspection. 

It was because of my experience of being disfellowshipped from the SDA Church 


for committing an open sin that motivated me to do this project. I wanted to gain insight 
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on how the process affected them, their relationship with God and the SDA church. 


Another motivating factor for doing this project is to have a professional ministry context 
where I can minister to those who have been victims of painful church policies such as 


being disfellowshipped and other unnecessary hurtful church or religious practices. 


Session Two - 10:45 a.m. -12:00 p.m. 

This session gave those who were willing to begin the process of telling their 
story. Each participant freely told their story. Each participant understood they could tell 
as much or as little that they cared to reveal. I modeled the process by sharing my story in 
the previous session. The story time for each participant was determined by the time 
restraints in sessions two and three. There was sufficient time for each participant to fully 
share their story based on what they chose to share. Each participant was very open and 
comfortable with sharing very personal and sensitive parts of their stories. They were also 
extremely free with sharing the open sin committed. During the process of storytelling 
some of the participants emptied themselves and became emotional. The participants 
were sympatric, encouraging, and compassionate to one another. 

After each person told their story as a group, we engaged in a period of 
affirmation and conformation with them. We thank each participant for sharing their 
story with us. We expressed our love to them and affirmed them for their truth. We 
reminded them that they are a child of God, made in God’s image, and we celebrated 
them for their presence. I personally thanked them for their participation in the project. 


Each participant was offered a blessing that God would continue to offer them grace and 
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mercy and that they would continue in God’s service. They were further encouraged that 
no matter what has happened in their lives "they are enough!” 

The primary purpose for these sessions was to provide a much-needed 
opportunity for the participants to engage hearing other participants stories. The 
storytelling session was a judgment free zone. It was also designed for the participants to 
receive healing words of affirmation from the group to the blessings of God’s healing and 
saving grace. 

The last activity for this session was inviting those who wished to respond to the 
question: What do you need now that you did not receive at the time you were 
disfellowshipped? There was a general consensus that they needed compassion, grace, 
mercy, and understanding from those who passed judgment on them and 
disfellowshipped them. They also had a need to inform their condemners that all have 
sinned in the face of God and are in need of the Savior, Jesus Christ. By expressing these 
feelings, it was a valuable moment in time for the participants to express themselves 
before entering the next session. This session ended with a meditational prayer from the 
chaplain focusing on the moment. The chaplain also prayed for lunch that was scheduled 


from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


Session Three 1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. 

Session three was a continuation of session three which allowed each participant 
to share their story. This session ended with encouraging comments from me and the 
chaplain and a meditational prayer from the Chaplain focusing on the moment. Session 


three was followed by a break from 2:15 p.m. to 2:25 p.m. 
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Session Four - 2:25 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

This session was intended to be conversational as participants were engaged by 
the chaplain on biblical text that are often used as theological weapons which condemn 
others. First the participants had the opportunity to focus on the text and speak about how 
they read the text. Secondly, the chaplain, offered reflections, ethical comments and a 
liberating perspectives based on what is traditionally taught within the SDA church. The 
time in this session with the participants was very important because it was used to find 
ways to refrain what might have occurred in their lives where they were judged and 
treated harshly because of decisions they made. We are always accountable to our 
behaviors, yet many suffer needlessly under the pressures, judgments, and interpretations 
of the church. 

The leadership may have been sincere, but they were sincerely wrong, and it 
caused years of pain for the participants in my project. The participants needed to hear 
and feel the love of God from the Holy scriptures by a representative of God to help start 
and bring about healing. In order for healing and restoration to take place, difficult 
subjects had to be discussed as led by the Spirit. God hates divorce but love those who 
get divorced. God is displeased with sins of sexuality but forgives all sexual sins. God 
agonizes when we misuse drugs and alcohol, but He delivers us from every destructive 
vise. The chaplain ended this session re-affirming and affirming each of us with God's 
Greatest Commandment, love. The chaplain also assured us that God’s eternal love is 
expressed through the redemptive sacrificial love of His Son Jesus Christ. A break was 


followed by this session from 3:30 p.m. to 3:40 p.m. 
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Session Five - 3:40 p.m. - 4:20 p.m. 

This session caused the participants to do in-depth reflection and discussion on 
how they could empower themselves as well expressing a need for change in the SDA 
Regional church with the discipline of disfellowshipping members for committing open 
sins. I had no demands for the participants to engage in a letter writing campaign. It was 
my hope and hypothesis that they would want to engage this process as a way for them to 
be empowered and possibly become motivated to be advocates for change in the future. 
My hope and hypothesis were correct they were motivated to write a letter to the regional 
conferences of the SDA Church which expressed the negative hurtful impact of being 
disfellowshipped as well as how they desired and expected some type of reform in this 
process. The participants felt that is was their desire and duty to be a voice through 
writing a letter to the Regional SDA Conferences in order to prevent future needles acts 


of disfellowshipping members when they are in need of a loving Savior. 


Session Six - 4:20 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Each participant had the opportunity to offer a two-minute reflection answering 
the following question: What do I take away from this ministry project? The purpose of 
this activity was to have an idea of what was most effective in our time together. I was 
looking for themes such as empowerment, healing, affirmed, loved, or enlightened. Also, 
I was listening intently for new words, new revelations that could be added to the 


evaluation and learning as I prepared the results. This activity was open to modification 
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or changed if necessary but there was no need to make modifications or change. This 
reflection time served as an example of the totality of how we desire to end our time. 

During the reflection session, first we listed any remaining negative emotions that 
came up during our time together. We then discussed how we could eliminate those 
negative emotions from our lives. We prayed and asked God to help us make this a realty. 
Second, we listed all affirming words that lifted us up and blessed us. We prayed and 
asked God to help us on that positive affirming path. The chaplain offered prayers for this 
moment representing negative emotions disappearing (of sort) and affirming words 
offering a new life through the loving, compassionate, mercy of Jesus Christ. 

I then email the post-surveys to the participants and asked them to complete and 
return back to me as soon as the project ended. This was to ensure that they filled it out 
according to the feelings, emotions, and growth they experienced during the project. 

I expressed my appreciation and extended my appreciation to each participant and the 
chaplain, after which I offered closing prayer. 

The participants were asked to engage in a confidential interview. There were 
thirteen interview questions. The participants were asked to respond to each question, and 
they were provided a comment section to include additional commentary as needed. 


Below, you will find the questions and a collection of responses from the participants. 


Question Number One 
At the time you were disfellowshipped were you serving in any leadership 
capacity? Or, where you active but not serving in any leadership capacity? At the time 


when the participants were disfellowshipped none were serving in a leadership capacity, 
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but all were active in the church and various ministries such as singing in the choir, 


working as a greeter or usher, or some church activity. 


Question Number Two 

Did you believe the process of disfellowshipped was fair or just? All the 
participants felt that the process of being disfellowship was unfair except one participant 
who initiated the process of being disfellowshipped by writing a letter to the senior pastor 


and the church board. 


Question Number Three 

What was your first reaction after learning you were disfellowshipped? How Did 
you feel? The reaction of all the participants except one when they found out they were 
being disfellowshipped was frustration, anger at the church and the leadership. They felt 
that the leadership were dealing in hypocrisy. The feeling that the participants had even 


the one who initiated the process of being disfellowshipped was one of embarrassment. 


Question Number Four 

How did being disfellowshipped affect your relationship with the church? Each 
participant expressed that being disfellowshipped affected the relationship with the 
church, but at the same time they wanted the church to flourish and become a place that 
would be a safe haven for every member. One of the participants in the project, some 


years later, married pastor of a Baptist Church and joined that church. 
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Question Number Five 

How did being disfellowshipped affect your relationship with God? Each of the 
participants who were disfellowshipped expressed no anger towards God. They only 
wanted to improve their relationship with God and wanted to be reassured that God does 


indeed love them. 


Question Number Six 

Did you go through the church’s reinstatement process including being re- 
baptized? If yes, describe how it felt to be rebaptized? If not, please explain why you 
were not rebaptized? Each participant did go through the reinstatement process and the 
re-baptism process except for one. This participant was not disfellowshipped from the 
church but was shunned by the church for marrying someone who was not Adventist. The 
same participant who later married the First Day pastor. The remaining six who were re- 
baptized felt some embarrassment about being re-baptized, but they consented to 
rebaptism because they wanted to remain a part of the SDA Church even though they felt 


that the process of being disfellowshipped was unnecessary and embarrassing. 


Question Number Seven 
Did you leave your congregation after being baptized? Why? Each participant 


remained with their same congregation after being re-baptized. 
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Question Number Eight 


If you did not go through the reinstatement process, did you continue attending 
the church that disfellowshipped you? Yes or No? Explain why? Each participant who 
was re-baptized and went through the reinstatement process did continue attending the 
church that they were disfellowshipped from. The reason why they continued attending 
that church was because they had friends and family who attended that church. Also, it 
was expressed that they wanted to be an advocate and speak out and help those who were 
being disfellowshipping. They expressed to the pastor and church board that 
disfellowshipping members is useless and unnecessary and that ministering to them 


would be more effective and reflect the character of Jesus Christ. 


Question Number Nine 

If you did not go through the reinstatement process, did you totally leave the SDA 
church? Or did you join another denomination? Explain your answer? One participant 
who was not this disfellowshipped but shunned by the Adventist Church eventually 
joined another denomination. She expressed that she joined another denomination 
because the person she married was a pastor in another denomination. The same 


participant who married the First Day pastor. 


Question Number Ten 


After being disfellowshipped did you stop attending church altogether? Why? 
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None of the participants stop attending church altogether. One participant stopped 


attending for a while but started attending after coming to terms with the process of being 


disfellowshipped and dealing with the embarrassment of the process. 


Question Number Eleven 

How did being disfellowshipped affect your feelings for the SDA church pastors 
and church leaders? The participant felt that SDA pastors' ministry should reflect the 
ministry that Jesus Christ had for people when he was on earth. Their respect for SDA 
ministers was diminished to a certain extent but they understood that it was not only the 
SDA ministers, but it was the SDA policies that the ministers represented and that the 
ministers believed they should follow. The participants felt that SDA pastors should 
represent Christ first and be led by their conscience through the urging of the Holy Spirit 


in their ministry. 


Question Number Twelve 

Did you understand the biblical reasons why you were disfellowshipped as well as 
the biblical text that underlined/explained your open-sin? Explain each question. Each of 
the participants expressed that the biblical reason that the SDA Church uses to 
disfellowship members for committing open sin is not always valid. They felt that this 
was not valid always or in most cases not valid because the Bible and the theme of the 
Bible is God's love for humankind through his forgiving nature and his willingness to die 


for humankind's sins. 
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Question Number Thirteen 

Describe how you felt personally after being disfellowshipped and how did being 
disfellowshipped impacted your relationship with other? Each participant expressed 
being disfellowship was embarrassing, humiliating, and dehumanizing. They further 
elaborated by stating it was the church's way of trying to control its members the rule 
over them instead of teaching them how to build a personal relationship with God. Of the 
seven participants, six were disfellowshipped all six felt embarrassed because of the 
process of being disfellowshipped. Five of them expressed it had an impact on their 
relationship with the pastor and the church board. However, all expressed it did not have 


a direct impact on their relationship with other members in their church. 


Summary of Learning 

Data Highlights 

Based on the sessions of the project and the objectives of the project, all the 
participants became more aware of the pain that they experienced from the discipline of 
being disfellowshipped. This supports the hypothesis that the impact being disfellowship 
is destructive, dehumanizing, embarrassing, and humiliating. The participants expressed 
that the sessions were helpful in starting the healing process and bringing understanding 
to some of the feelings that they had that they could not put into words. The participants 
also found that listening to other’s stories was therapeutic because they understood what 
they were going through. The mutual understanding created an environment of 
encouragement for the participants. They encouraged each other; and they also reassured 


one another that God indeed does love them and that they have immense value to Him 
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and as a human being. In evaluating the pre and post-surveys, the sessions proved to be a 
catalyst on the road of recovery and healing from being disfellowshipped based on some 


of the answers and some of the changes from the pre-survey to the post-survey. 


Pre- and Post-Survey Comparisons 

1. Since being disfellowshipped, censored or shunned, I am interested in joining 
with others to advocate and work for changing the existing policy within the 
denomination. The possible responses were yes, no, not certain, perhaps and have not 


thought about it. 


























1. Pre - Have not thought about it Post - Yes 

2. Pre - Yes Post - Yes 

3. Pre - Not Certain Post - Not Certain 
4. Pre - Have not thought about it Post - Yes 

5. Pre - No Post - No 

6. Pre - Perhaps Post - Perhaps 

7. Pre - Not Certain Post - Yes 





On question one as a group there was a shift from being uncertain and have not 
thought about it to yes. 


2. [ama Theologian. The possible responses were true, false and not certain. 




















1. Pre - False Post - True 
2. Pre - False Post - True 
3. Pre - True Post - True 
4. Pre - False Post - False 
5. Pre - True Post - True 
6. Pre - Not Certain Post - Not Certain 








7. Pre - False Post - True 
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On question two as a group there was a shift from false to true, indicating that the 
participants gained positive theological understanding during the project. 

Questions three and four in the pre-survey, question three "At the time I was 
disfellowshipped I felt," and question four "At this moment which of these feelings 
exist?" Comparing the two questions were the same except for two participants, which 
initially felt angry at the time they were disfellowshipped. They were not angry at the 
time they filled out the pre-survey. Also, on the pre-survey all the participants except one 
had the range of all the negative feelings which were, afraid, judged harshly, shame, 
disappointed, guilty, sad and resentful. One participant expressed no feelings on question 
three, and question four her feelings were happy, grateful, joyful. None of other six 
participants expressed feelings of happy, grateful, and joyful. 

The one participant who had no negative feelings on question three on the pre- 
survey is because that participants had no knowledge that they had been 
disfellowshipped. At the time, they committed their open sin they were in college away 
from their home church. The pastor and the church board took action on her and 
disfellowshipped her and never contacted her before or after they disfellowshipped her. It 
was not until months later, she asked God for forgiveness and was re-baptized that 
someone from her home church informed her that she had been disfellowshipped. This is 
the reason that this participant had no emotions on question three, and only positive 
emotions on question four on the pre-survey. Her emotions vastly changed on the post- 
survey. On Question three, "At the time I was disfellowshipped I felt," she expressed five 
negative emotions which were afraid, and she stated, "about what would happen in my 


future.” Shame, and she stated, “about what I did and who I hurt." Disappointed, and she 
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stated, "in myself." Sad, and she stated, "I perceived that my life would not be the same, 
and it wasn't.” 

Questions three on the post-survey, the other six participants still expressed the 
same answers on Questions three as they did on question three on the pre-survey. "At the 
time I was disfellowshipped I felt," with a range of negative feelings which were afraid, 
judged harshly, shame, disappointed, guilty, sad and resentful. On Question four "At this 
moment which of these feelings exist?" All seven participants expressed only positive 
feelings from this question which were grateful, joyful, and relieved. Relieved was the 
emotion that was most expressed by the participants from this question. Three of the 
participant wrote, "Relieved (why) It’s over and this was the first time I‘ve gotten to 
discuss just how I felt." "Relieved (why) I am not alone others can relate." "Relieved 
(why) "I know that God loves me. I have his precious promises found in His Word. 
(Micah 7:18, 19) My former sins are nonexistent." 

In the pre- and post-surveys on question three and four, the emotions that were 
expressed most by the participant was shame and guilty, and the emotion written in the 
most under other was embarrassed. In the post-surveys on question four, the emotions 
that were expressed most by the participant was grateful, joyful and relieved. Relived was 
expressed the most. 

I have received either pastoral care or professional counseling to evaluate any 


feelings I had after being disfellowshipped. The response options were yes and no. 














1. Pre - No Post - No 
2. Pre - No Post - Yes 
3. Pre - Yes Post - Yes 
4. Pre - No Post - No 








5. Pre - No Post - No 
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6. Pre - No Post - No 








7. Pre - No Post - No 





On question five as a group there was one yes on the pre-survey and one yes on 
the post-survey. Only one participant received pastoral care before and after being 
disfellowshipped and one received pastoral care after being disfellowshipped. During 
project in the post-survey, there were still some negative feelings. There were also 
feelings the project proved to bring about positive feelings of being grateful, happy and 
relieved though the process and opportunity to discuss their experience and working 
through it with others who have had the same experience along with the Pastoral Care of 
the Chaplain. 

On question six, being disfellowshipped helped me to be better. The response 


options were yes and no. 


























1. Pre - No Post - Yes 
2. Pre - No Post - Yes 
3. Pre - No Post - No 
4. Pre - Yes Post - No 
5. Pre - No Post - No 
6. Pre - No Post - No 
7. Pre - No Post - No 





One participant who answered yes on the post-survey and stated she became "a 
better person because all hardship produces fruit.” Another participant stated that they are 
not a better person because she “learned from my mistake and reformed to their 
standard.” 

On question Seven, Matthew 18:15-18 is recognized as the foundational scripture 


for being disfellowship. The optional responses were yes, no, and I am not certain. 
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1. Pre - I’m not certain Post - I’m not certain 
2. Pre - No Post - Yes 

3. Pre - No Post - No 

4. Pre - Yes Post - Yes 

5. Pre - No Post - No 

6. Pre - No Post - No 

7. Pre - No Post - No 





The answers to questions seven are very interesting because five participants 
stated no on the pre-survey and four on the post-survey and one stated I’m not certain on 
both. 

On question Eight, since being disfellowshipped were there any times I felt 


affirmed and supported? The optional responses were yes and no. 























1. Pre - No Post - Yes 
2. Pre - No Post - Yes 
3. Pre - No Post - No 
4. Pre - No Post - Yes 
5. Pre - Yes Post - Yes 
6. Pre - No Post - No 





One participant did not answer the question in the pre- or post-survey but that 
made this statement, "I was never affirmed and supported by the church; but I was 
affirmed and supported by my parents." Question eight there was more of a shift from no 
on the pre-survey to yes on the post-survey. Based on the participant’s feelings and 
emotions at the beginning of the project and their feelings and emotions at the end of the 
project this could be a reason for the shift from no to yes. 

On question nine, I believe the process of being disfellowshipped was fair. The 


response options were yes, no, and not certain. 
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1. Pre - No Post - No 
2. Pre - No Post - No 
3. Pre - No Post - No 
4. Pre - No Post - No 
5. Pre - No Post - Yes 
6. Pre - No Post - No 
7. Pre - No Post - No 





With question nine there was only one yes in the pre- and post-survey. The 
participants as a group felt strongly that the discipline of disfellowshipping members for 
committing an open sin is unfair. 

On question ten, I am a good person. The response options were yes and no. 

In question ten, each participant answered yes in the pre- and post-survey. This is an 
indication that each participant had and have positive feelings about themselves before 
and after being disfellowshipped which is a blessing from God. As a result, this is helpful 


in their healing process from the discipline of being disfellowshipped. 


Observations 
As the facilitator of my project, I was also an observer. Observer number one, 


along with two other observers two and three. 


Observer Number One 

I found the project to be quite interesting and for the most part everything I 
expected. The only problems in conducting the project was Zoom because of Covid -19. 
If it were done in person as I originally planned, the participant’s reactions would have 


been more profound and easier to analyze. Even though it was done on Zoom I could still 
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see each of the participants faces and also observe their body language. As I told my 
story and experience of being disfellowshipped each participant was listening intensely, 
and their expressions were all telling as I got to certain points in my story. I observed 
expressions of frustration at some points, anger at other points, sadness, even laughter on 
some of the comments that I made. However, there was an overwhelming sense of 
empathy for my story. 

As the sessions continued and the participants told their stories, the observation 
was that the participants begin to be more intense and emotional. The ladies understood 
one another's pain and feelings of being harshly judged, feeling shame, and resentful 
because of the process. During the project each participant was told that they did not have 
to share their experiences, but each participant was eager to share. They stated this was 
the first time that they were able to empty themselves of the pain they had carried from 
the time they were disfellowshipped; and it mattered to them that someone listened to 
them and cared. 

The emotions ran so deep that the ladies cried tears during one others time of 
sharing. Some expressed they wished they could hug each other and give the much- 
needed comfort. At the end of the project, there were tears of joy and smiles by the 
participants. A bond between the ladies seemed to form a new sisterhood as they 
expressed a desire to stay in touch and continually encourage one another. They also 


expressed gratitude to me for allowing them to be a part of the project. 
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Observer Number Two 

There was never a time when the seven participants were not fully engaged with 
the me when stories were being shared. The participants were given the option of not 
sharing their stories if they were uncomfortable. I could not look at their faces to tell if 
they would or not. However, I observed each and every participant’s willingness to 
engage; and they looked eager to do so. 

It was interesting that each cried tears as they spoke. They each, collectively, had 
overwhelming empathy for each other as they shed tears for them also. There was also 
looks of disgust as if to say how could someone ever treat you this way. At the end there 
were smiles on their faces as they expressed words of gratitude for provided this space 


and finding others who experienced some of the same things. 


Observer Number Three 

Not knowing exactly how I would feel when I shared my story, I scanned the 
faces of the participants to detect any negative vibes that might cause reluctance to 
expose my truth. No one presented herself that way. Storytelling seemed to soften the 
facial expressions of everyone I witnessed. The participants were drawn into his 
experience, even me. Subsequently, there were a lot of candid questions and comments. 
This made it easier for the next person to share and the authentic flow of the sessions. 

While no one was coerced to share her story, each participant was given an 
opportunity to voluntarily articulate her truth. It appeared that each person's experience 


was received with compassion and a non-judgmental attitude. At the conclusion of the 
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sessions the commonalities were easily discerned. It was a moment in time when real 
human beings had the opportunity to feel each others' pain and rejoice in their survival. 
Each expressed a sense of enrichment for having participated in the sessions. At least one 
person shared her contact information for anyone who wished to continue the 


conversation with her. 


Comparing the Confidential Interview and the Pre- and Post-Survey 

The answers given on the confidential interview strongly reflected the answers on 
the pre-survey and post-survey. Especially questions three and four in the pre-survey and 
question three on the post-survey. There was a change in the post-survey on question four 
the participants seem to have a change in their feelings from their experience in the 
project. 

Most of the participants indicated on the confidential interview that they were 
frustrated and felt ashamed when they were disfellowshipped and this was also indicated 
on the pre-survey and post-survey. The answers in both documents also indicated that 
being disfellowshipped was an unfair process and that the participants did not feel or 
express that they had anger against the church, but their anger was against the pastor's 
and the church board who enacted the process to disfellowshipped them. 

Both documents revealed positive feelings for the SDA church but felt the process 
of disfellowshipping members for committing open sins is painful, humiliating and 
unnecessary. Each participant expressed that they were re-baptized into membership of 
the SDA church except one. The one participant who did not come back to the SDA 


Church and joined another denomination; but expressed that they still had strong feelings 
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for the Adventist Church and wanted it to prosper and be a blessing to as many people as 
possible. Though the participants expressed resentment on both the confidential interview 
and pre- and post-survey, it is not their desire to be agents of change against the 
discipline of disfellowshipping members. 

In this qualitative project based on what the participants expressed in the 
confidential interviews and the pre- and post-survey and sharing their stories. Along with 
the observations made during the project, the findings proved my hypothesis which was 
by providing a safe space where formally disfellowshipped persons can gather to share 
their emotional and spiritual experiences from the process of being disfellowshipped. As 
a result, they felt someone cared enough to hear their story and affirm their self-worth as 
a valuable person and one who God deeply loves. Also, it will empower and inspire them 
to become future advocates of the church as well as the denomination to militate and do 
works of justice against this unjust mandate. 

The experience of being disfellowshipped that the participants had to endure was 
emotionally, physically, and spiritually destructive and damaging. My project was a 
catalyst on the road of recovery and healing for them. It was so powerful that when the 
project was coming to an end, there was a moment of lament by the participants due to 
the positive experience they had during the project. On July 19, 2020, the day of my 
project will be an experience that will follow them all their lives. An experience that will 
be a reminder that they are worthy and valued. There are those who do care about them; 


and that they should continually seek God's comfort in feeling whole and worthy. 
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Conclusion 

Each of the participants in my project expressed the fact they had experience pain 
from being disfellowshipped from the SDA Church for committing open sin. Even in 
their pain none of them expressed that they had hatred in their heart for the SDA Church. 
As a matter fact, all wished that the church would prosper and be a blessing to each 
member, especially those who may be struggling with the issue of committing an open 
sin. They had a desire that the SDA Church would minister to the needs of every member 
the same as Jesus did with every person. Jesus operated within the ministry with 
compassion, grace, mercy, and forgiveness. 

My motivation for doing this project is twofold, first because of my love for the 
Regional SDA church and commitment to and belief in the possibility of the Church and 
its members. It is out of this love and commitment that I offer this critique of 
disfellowshipping member for committing open sin as well as providing a healing spaces 
for those who have been harmed. Finally, this project is relevant because I was 
disfellowshipped for committing an open sin. 

Though in many ways, I have recovered from the frustration, anger, and 
embarrassment of being disfellowshipped, I believe that others shared my same 
experience. Therefore, I believed that I could be of help to someone else and be a catalyst 
for change in regard to the discipline of disfellowshipping members from the SDA 
Church for committing open sin. At the same time, I wanted to use the platform of 
pastoral care and counseling to let others who have also had this unnecessary experience 


know that there is forgiveness, loving kindness, and mercy through the sacrifice of Jesus 
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Christ, Our Savior. Jesus is the only true and wise Judge whose nature is to forgive 
human kind of their sins and offer peace, joy, and eternal life? 

Doing this project was a great blessing to me in many ways. I learned quite a bit 
from planning this project. I learned that everyone who promises to be a participant will 
not actually keep that promise. God work everything out perfectly because those who 
were supposed to attend were the ones who did attend. It was my plan to have no less 
than ten participants; and there were seven who participated all of which were females. 
The males who promised to participate backed out but two of them did express their 
feelings about being disfellowshipped and their feelings about the church. 

This project taught me that people who are members of the SDA Church who 
have been disfellowshipped have expectations of what they believe the SDA church 
should be to every member. The SDA as a religious institution should truly represent 
Jesus Christ by modeling Jesus’ example of how he related to each person that he came in 
contact with no matter if that person was living a righteous life or living a life filled with 
sin. They believed that the SDA church should always express compassion, mercy, and 
minister to their needs. They should bring them close and let them know how important 
they are and in the process. 

The participants in my project also taught me that even though they have been 
disfellowship and were hurt, all of them had a certain level of strength, persistence and 
commitment to themselves and to serving Jesus Christ. They came to the realization that 
nothing or no one can stand in between them and their own personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ and that became first and foremost in their lives. The participants learned 


through the project that there were others who had similar experiences and hurt. This 
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project was a blessing to me to be able to assure each participant, personally, that I deeply 
cared; and that I am sorry about what happen to them. More importantly, God cares, 
loves, and will bless each of them according to His riches and blessings. 

Even though the project did not meet to all my expectations, I believe God was at 
the center of my project. A great deal of knowledge and understanding was gained from 
the participants about being disfellowshipped through the confidential interviews and the 
pre- and post-surveys. I thoroughly enjoyed the process of the project and the discussions 
and was pleased that each participant stated that they enjoyed the project. The 
participants further expressed that it was helpful in their life as far as healing was 
concerned. They also stated that the project would help them move forward with positive 
feelings and increased self worth as well as understanding more clearly the love and 
mercy of Jesus Christ and that he is a forgiving God. 

Due to the success that God allow me to have with this project, I plan to do work 
in my church to help members heal who have been disfellowshipped. It is my desire to 
not only help members with the healing process but also advocate to change the 
discipline of this fellowshipping members and replacing it with a ministry of healing the 
hurt and pain that members experience. The idea is to teach and remind them of the love 
that Jesus Christ has for them personally and His gift of eternal life. 

When I first started planning my project the Covid-19 pandemic was not a reality. 
Due to Covid-19, I had to change my venue from a park or botanical garden to having it 
on a Zoom platform. This caused me stress because I was not sure if those who stated 
they would be participants would still participate in the project; and if they did would 


they stay from start to finish because they could easily click out of the Zoom platform. I 
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realized that God was a part of my project from start to finish. I believe each participant 


could feel the presence of God and as a result each participant was fully engaged in the 
project from start to finish. The chaplain in my project provided it with the much-needed 
pastoral care and brought spiritual guidance. The chaplain helped the participants and me 
with what was desperately needed for the healing process. 

Each participant seemed to be motivated, relaxed and assured that they were 
valuable and important. They needed to be reassured that God indeed does love them. 
The participate expressed that they enjoyed being a part of the project and were glad that 
they consented and participated. Some of the participants stated that if they knew that the 
project was going to be exactly as it was, they would have brought others into the project 
to participate because they knew others who had been impacted negativity by the SDA 
Church. They were victims of the discipline of being disfellowshipped. Though many 
tears of hurt and sadness were shed throughout the project, there were also tears of joy 
and hope. At the end of the project there was a sense of community as the ladies 
expressed the need to stay in touch with one another and continually encourage one 
another. It seemed as if a sisterhood between the ladies as well as chaplain was formed 
during the project. They look to Jesus Christ as their earthly Father who is 
compassionate, merciful and heals as well as being their eternal forgiving Savior. I felt 
encouraged and blessed that God used me in a positive way to express to others how 


valuable they are to Him and that He deeply loves and cares for them. 


APPENDIX A 


CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW 
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CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW 


Please answer each question and provide explanation in the comment section 


1. At the time you were disfellowshipped were you serving in any leadership 
capacity? Or, where you active but not serving in any leadership capacity. 


COMMENT BELOW 


2. Did you believe the process leading to your being disfellowshipped was fair or 
just? 
COMMENT BELOW 


3. What was your first reaction after learning you were disfellowshipped? How Did 
you feel? 
COMMENT BELOW 


4. How did being disfellowshipped affect your relationship with the church? 
COMMENT BELOW 


5. How did being disfellowshipped affect your relationship with God? 
COMMENT BELOW 


6. Did you go through the church’s reinstatement process including being re- 
baptized? If yes, describe how it felt to be rebaptized? If not, please explain why 
you were not rebaptized. 

COMMENT BELOW 


7. Did you leave your congregation after being Baptized? Why? 
COMMENT BELOW. 


8. Ifyou did not go through the reinstatement process, did you continue attending 
the church that disfellowshipped you? Yes or No? Explain why? 
COMMENT BELOW 


Oo 


10. 


11. 


12: 


Vee 
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If you did not go through the reinstatement process, did you totally leave the 
SDA church? Or did you join another denomination? Explain your answer 
COMMENT BELOW 


After being disfellowshipped did you stop attending church altogether? Why? 
COMMENT BELOW 


How did being disfellowshipped affect your feelings for the SDA church pastors 
and church leaders? 
COMMENT BELOW 


Did you understand the Biblical reasons why you were disfellowshipped as well 
as the Biblical text that underlined/explained your Open-Sin? Explain each 
Question. 

COMMENT BELOW 


Describe how you felt personally after being disfellowshipped and how did being 
disfellowshipped impact your relationship with others? 


NOTE: YOUR CONFIDENTIAL RESPONSES WILL ONLY BE USED BY ME 
AND WILL BE DISGARDED AFTHER THE PROJECTS ENDING. 


YOU WILL BE ASSIGNED A NUMBER FOR MY USE IN THE EVALUATION 
PROCESS. 


YOUR PRE/POST SURVEYS WILL BE ASSIGNED THE SAME NUMBER AS 
YOUR INTERVIEW PAPER. 


YOUR NAME WILL NOT BE ON YOUR PAPER 


APPENDIX B 


PRE-SURVEY 
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PRE-SURVEY 


(Circle, Highlight or Underline the answer that best fit your thinking) 
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1. Since being disfellowshipped, censored or shunned, I am interested in joining 


with others to advocate and work for changing the existing policy within the 


denomination. 
Yes No Not Certain Perhaps 


2. [ama Theologian. True False 


Have not thought about it. 


Not Certain 


(For next two questions circle all that apply) 


3. When I first disfellowshipped I felt, 


a) Angry 

b) Afraid 

c) Judged harshly 
d) Shame 

e) Disappointed 
f) Guilty 

g) Happy 

h) Sad 

i) Resentful 

j) Grateful 

k) Joyful 

1) Relieved (why) 





m) Other (please list here 





4. At this moment which of these feelings exist? 


n) Angry 
o) Afraid 
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p) Judged harshly 
q) Shame 

r) Disappointed 

s) Guilty 

t) Happy 

u) Sad 

v) Resentful 

w) Grateful 

x) Joyful 

y) Relieved (why) 
z) Other (please list here 








5. Ihave received either pastoral care or professional counseling to evaluate any 
feelings I had after being disfellowshipped. Yes No 


6. Being disfellowshipped helped me to be better. Yes No 


7. Matthew 18: 15-18 is the scripture is recognized as the foundational scripture 
for being disfellowship. Yes No I’m not certain 


8. Since being disfellowshipped were there any times I felt affirmed and 
supported? 
Yes No 


9. I believe the process of being disfellowshipped was fair. 
Yes No Notcertain 


10.1 ama good person. Yes No 


APPENDIX C 


POST-SURVEY 
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POST-SURVEY 


(Circle, Highlight or Underline the answer that best fit your thinking) 


11. Since being disfellowshipped, censored or shunned, I am interested in joining 
with others to advocate and work for changing the existing policy within the 
denomination. 

Yes No Not Certain Perhaps Have not thought about it. 


12.1ama Theologian. True False Not Certain 


(For next two questions circle all that apply) 


13. When I first disfellowshipped I felt, 


aa) Angry 

bb) Afraid 

cc) Judged harshly 
dd) Shame 

ee) Disappointed 
ff) Guilty 

gg) Happy 

bh) Sad 

ii) Resentful 

jj) Grateful 

kk) Joyful 

ll) Relieved (why) 
mm) Other (please list here 








14. At this moment which of these feelings exist? 


nn) Angry 
oo) Afraid 
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pp) Judged harshly 
qq) Shame 

tr) Disappointed 
ss) Guilty 

tt) Happy 

uu) Sad 

vv) Resentful 

ww) Grateful 
xx) Joyful 

yy) Relieved (why) 
zz) Other (please list here 








15. I have received either pastoral care or professional counseling to evaluate any 
feelings I had after being disfellowshipped. Yes No 


16. Being disfellowshipped helped me to be better. Yes No 


17. Matthew 18: 15-18 is the scripture recognized as the foundational scripture for 
being disfellowship. Yes No I’m not certain 


18. Since being disfellowshipped were there any times you felt affirmed and 
supported? 
Yes No 


19. I believe the process of being disfellowshipped was fair. 
Yes No Notcertain 


20.1 ama good person. Yes No 
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